More  than  125  law  enforcement  officers  detain 
hundreds  of  patrons,  some  of  whom  are  photographed 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

FT.  LAUDERDALE,  Fla. — Following 
massive  raids  of  two  local  gay  nightclubs  on 
May  3,  approximately  400  patrons  are  filing 
a  class  action  suit  against  the  local  sheriff’s 
office. 

“We’re  talking  about  violations  of  people’s 
constitutional  rights,”  said  Charles  Pique, 
president  of  South  Florida’s  Gays  United  to 
Attack  Repression  and  Discrimination 
(GUARD).  “People  were  put  in  a  situation 
where  they  were  intimidated,”  Pique  told 
GCN.  “The  authorities  took  advantage, 
detaining  people  for  hours  and  invading  their 
privacy.” 

‘Field  interrogation’ 

The  Copa  and  Club  Twenty-One  were 
targets  of  simultaneous  massive  police  raids 
involving  125  law  enforcement  officials, 
including  officers  of  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol 
and  the  Florida  Alcoholic  Beverage  and 
Tobacco  Division.  The  police  entered  the 
bars  bearing  warrants  for  the  arrests  of 
particular  individuals  and  court  orders 
suspending  the  clubs’  liquor  licenses.  They 
subsequently  closed  both  establishments  and 
detained  patrons  for  questioning,  which 
lasted  from  35  minutes  up  to  two  hours. 

A1  Gordon,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Broward  County  Sheriff’s  office,  said  that 
police  interviewed  club  patrons  individually, 
recording  the  person’s  name,  address, 
telephone  number  and  social  security  number 
on  what  he  called  “field  interrogation”  (FI) 
cards.  Police  also  took  Polaroid  photographs 
of  some  patrons.  Gordon  told  GCN  that  FI 
cards  and  photographs  are  a  standard  part  of 
any  investigation  of  this  kind. 

Pique  maintains  that  patrons  were  asked  to 
provide  more  detailed  information  for  FI 
cards,  including  the  names  of  employers, 
supervisors  and  parents  or  family.  He  said 
members  of  the  gay  community  fear  that  the 
police  might  not  be  able  to  control  access  to 
the  information  on  the  FI  cards.  If  used  in  a 
trial,  for  instance,  information  on  the  cards 
would  become  a  matter  of  public  record. 

“There  is  no  legal  recourse  for  those 
people  if  their  names  fall  into  the  hands  of 
possible  anti-gay  employers  and  landlords,” 
said  Pique.  “Clearly  it  makes  people 
nervous.” 

Gordon  said  that  the  FI  cards  are  not 
available  to  the  public,  but  rather  are  part  of 
the  current  investigation’s  file. 

‘Show  of  force’ 

Members  of  the  gay  community  charged 
that  the  clubs  were  targeted  for  raids 
specifically  because  of  their  gay  clientele. 

According  to  Gordon,  law  enforcement 
officials  were  responding  to  a  tip  that  cocaine 
and  marijuana  wCTe  being  sold  openly  at  the 
bars.  The  sheriff’s  department  made  six 
drug-related  arrests  that  night.  When  asked 
how  many  “non-gay”  clubs  had  been 
similarly  raided  in  the  past  six  months, 
Gordon  estimated  three  or  four. 


“No  one  pinpointed  those  clubs  because 
they  were  gay,”  Gordon  said.  “They  were 
pinpointed  because  they  had  drug  sellers. 
This  is  simply  a  drug  investigation.” 

When  asked  why  so  many  officers  were 
needed  for  the  raids,  Gordon  said,  “Any  show 
of  force  is  commonplace  because  of  the 
dangers  drug  raids  entail.”  He  added, 
“Normally  people  who  deal  in  drugs  are 
heavily  armed.” 

Norman  Kent,  the  attorney  handling  the 
class  action  suit,  said  that  he  does  not 
question  that  police  were  within  their  bounds 
in  arresting  drug  offenders  for  whom  they 
had  warrants.  He  pointed  out,  however,  that 
“their  search  warrants  limited  them  to  certain 
individuals  and  areas.” 

Kent  told  GCN  that  the  class  action  suit 
will  charge  that  authorities  illegally  detained 
club  patrons  for  questioning.  He  said  he  will 
also  press  to  have  police  relinquish  the  FI 
cards. 

“Just  because  it  is  a  standard  procedure 
doesn’t  make  it  legal,”  said  Kent.  “It  was 
invasive  and  uncalled  for  in  this  instance.” 

‘Skin  color  and  accents’ 

According  to  Gordon,  the  presence  of 
Border  Patrol  officers  was  due  to  a  tip  that 
illegal  aliens  frequented  one  of  the  clubs. 
Immigration  officials  made  three  additional 
arrests. 

Pique  said  he  had  received  reports  that 
individuals  were  singled  out  by  immigration 
officials  based  on  “skin  color  and  accents.” 
At  least  one  man  reported  that  officials 
“screamed  at  and  humiliated  him,”  threatened 
a  30-day  jail  sentence  and  took  a  Polaroid 
photograph  of  him. 

Activists  were  also  concerned  by  reports 
that  the  Alcoholic  Beverage  and  Tobacco 
Division  had  called  the  parents  of  patrons 
under  18  years  of  age,  and  informed  them 
that  their  underage  son  or  daughtw  had  been 
“caught  in  a  gay  bar.”  Pique  said  this  had 
happened  in  five  or  six  cases. 

“It  is  an  insensitive  and  mean-spirited 
policy,  given  the  reaction  parents  have  to 
teenagers  being  gay,”  said  Pique.  “They  did 
not  have  to  say  that  individuals  had  been  at  a 
‘gay’  bar.” 

GUARD  protests 

Seventy  GUARD  members  and  supporters 
protested  the  bar  raids  in  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  the  Broward  County  courthouse  May 
13.  “It  was  an  amazing  turn-out  for  this  part 
of  Florida,”  said  Pique. 

GUARD  submitt^  a  list  of  demands  to  the 
Broward  County  Sheriff’s  office.  These 
included  a  call  for  an  internal  sheriff’s 
department  investigation,  return  of  all  FI 
cards  and  photographs,  implementation  of  an 
anti-bias  personnel  policy,  establishment  of 
clear  in-house  penalties  for  anti-gay 
harassment  and  sensitivity  training  for 
sheriff’s  officers  on  gay  issues. 

Pique  said  that  the  sheriff’s  office  has  been 
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Subverting  religion,  family,  sexua 


New  Hampshire  passes 
pro  RU-486  resolution 

Legislators  offer  the  state  as  a  potential  testing  site  for  the 
French  abortion  pill 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

(TONCORD,  N.H. — In  the  first  vote  of  its 
kind,  the  state  legislature  approved  May  16  a 
resolution  offering  New  Hampshire  as  a  test 
site  for  the  French  abortion  pill,  RU-486.  The 
vote  represents  an  important  victory  for  pro- 
choice  advocates  who  are  organizing  a 
national  campaign  to  galvanize  support  for 
the  controversial  drug. 

Activists  say  that  New  Hampshire’s 
decision  sends  a  powerful  message  to  both 
the  federal  government  and  the  French 
manufacturer  of  the  pill  that  U.S.  citizens  are 
ready  for,  and  demanding  that,  the  drug  be 
made  available  for  research  in  this  country. 

“We  brought  this  bill  forward  because  we 
care  about  the  health  of  women,  and  we  are 
concerned  that  legitimate  scientific  inquiry  is 
being  halted  by  the  right  wing,”  said  Rep. 
Gary  Gilmore  (D-Dover),  chief  sponsor  of 
the  resolution.  “We  believe  that  this  is  not  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  people  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  is  therefore  unacceptable.” 

Gilmore  told  GCN  that  anti-choice  groups 
have  played  a  powerful  role  over  the  past  few 
years  in  inhibiting  the  drug’s  introduction  in 
this  couijtry.  He  said  that  abortion  opponents 
have  us^  intimidating  political  strategies, 
including  a  threat  of  a  nationwide  boycott,  to 
dissuade  the  drug’s  French  manufacturer, 
Roussel  Uclaf,  from  applying  for  a  U.S. 
marketing  license.  These  heavyhanded 
political  tactics,  he  said,  are  dejjriving  people 
in  this  country  of  a  scientifically  prov^  safe 
and  effective  non-surgical  abortion 
alternative. 

“Women  should  have  access  to  the  best 
medical  technology  possible,  and  the 
intimidation  tactics  [of  anti-abortionists]  are 
inhibiting  this,”  echoed  Jennifer  Jackman  of 
the  Faninist  Majority  Foundation.  “With  the 
New  Hampshire  vote,  we  are  chipping  away 
at  [Roussel  Uclaf’s]  resistance  to  marketing 
the  drug  in  the  U.S.,”  she  told  GCN.  “We  are 
showing  them  that  they  are  under  a  serious 
misconception  if  they  think  that  American 
opinion  is  represented  by  George  Bush.” 

RU-486  has  been  used  by  over  65,000 


women  in  France  as  a  legal  alternative  to 
surgical  abortion.  The  pill’s  use  is  also 
permitted  in  14  other  countries.  According  to 
Sandra  Waldman,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
New  York-based  Population  Council,  which 
has  conducted  U.S.  research  on  RU-486,  the 
pill  is  85  percent  effective  in  inducing  a 
miscarriage  when  used  by  itself,  and  95-96 
percent  effective  when  used  in  conjunction 
with  anothCT  drug,  prostaglandin. 

Testing  of  the  drug  in  this  country  had 
been  underway  for  several  years  until  the 
U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA) 
instituted  a  1989  import  alert  on  the  pill  that 
has  seriously  hampered  the  drug’s  availability 
for  both  individual  and  scientific  use. 
According  to  abortion  rights  activists,  the 
FDA  ban  did  not  directly  halt  U.S.  research 
on  the  pill,  but  it  did  contribute  to  Roussel 
Uclaf’s  sense  that  the  United  States  was 
neither  a  politically  nor  an  economically 
favorable  marketing  ground. 

New  Hampshire’s  legislative  vote  in 
support  of  RU-486  is  an  attempt  to  show 
Roussel  Uclaf  that  the  political  climate  in  this 
country  is  ripe  for  introduction  of  the  pill. 
With  a  21 1-130  House  vote  and  a  13-9  Senate 
vote,  the  legislature  approved  a  bill  that 
supports  medical  research  on  the  pill  and 
offers  New  Hampshire  as  a  possible  test  site. 
The  resolution  also  calls  for  the  state’s 
elected  officials  to  forward  copies  of  the 
approved  legislation  to  both  Roussel  Uclaf 
and  the  FDA. 

While  neither  the  FDA  nor  Roussel  Uclaf 
is  obligated  to  respond  to  the  New  Hampshire 
vote,  abortion  rights  activists  say  that  the 
state’s  support  of  RU-486  will  have  a 
significant  effect  on  both  the  federal 
government’s  and  the  manufacturer’s 
assessment  of  U.S.  public  opinion. 

Peg  Dobbie  of  the  New  Hampshire  chapter 
of  the  National  Abortion  Rights  Action 
League  said  that  the  legislators’  vote  got  an 
“incredible  amount  of  attention  from  all  over 
the  country,”  and  that  the  favorable  decision 
will  have  a  particularly  strong  impact  because 
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Homophobe  receives 
unusual  sentence 

NEW  YORK — Gay  and  lesbian  anti¬ 
violence  activists  claimed  a  victory  May  21 
with  the  sentencing  of  a  man  who  threw  a 
beer  can  at  Mayor  David  Dinkins  as  he 
marched  with  the  gay  contingent  of  the  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  parade.  In  an  unusual  ruling, 
Michael  Burke  was  sentenced  to  40  hours’ 
community  service  in  the  mayor’s  gay  and 
lesbian  affairs  office. 

When  parade  organizers  denied  the  gay 
and  lesbian  contingent’s  entry,  Dinkins  gave 
up  the  mayor’s  traditional  spot  at  the  head  of 
the  parade  to  show  solidarity  with 
approximately  200  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Burke  missed  Dinkins,  but  was  charged  with 
reckless  endangerment  and  disorderly 
conduct.  The  attack  was  designated  a  bias 
crime. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times, 
prosecutors  ruled  out  the  possibility  of  plea 
bargaining  because  Burke’s  target  was  the 
mayor.  He  faced  a  maximum  sentence  of  one 
year  in  jail.  Prosecutors  devised  the  lighter 
sentence  based  on  Burke’s  lack  of  a  previous 
criminal  record,  demonstrated  remorse  and 
willingness  to  plead  guilty.  They  also  took 
into  account  the  fact  that  he  is  married  to  a 
woman  and  has  a  child. 

“The  punishment  fits  the  crime,”  said 
prosecutor  Andrew  Lankier. 

Although  Matt  Foreman,  executive 
director  of  the  New  York  City’s  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Anti-violence  Project,  said  that 
Burke’s  sentencing  is  a  victory,  he 
emphasized  the  continuing  problem  of 
inappropriately  lenient  sentencing  in  anti-gay 
hate  crimes. 

“I  am  very  pleased  by  the  sentence  given 
to  Burke,”  Foreman  told  GCN. 
“Unfortunately,  gay  and  lesbian  crime 
victims,  people  who  aren’t  the  mayor,  don’t 
get  the  same  results.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Denver  voters  sustain 
gay  rights 

DENVER — Hundreds  of  gay  rights 
supporters  celebrated  May  22  when  Denver 
became  the  largest  major  metropolitan  area 
to  uphold  a  gay  rights  law  in  a  general 
election. 

Ordinance  1,  designed  to  exclude  “sexual 
orientation”  from  the  wording  of  the  current 
anti-discrimination  law,  was  defeated  55 
percent  to  45  percent  by  Denver  voters. 

“It  was  a  wonderful  evening,”  said  Wade 
Buchanan,  press  spokesperson  for  the  Equal 
Rights  Ordinance  Coalition  (EPOQ,  which 
opposed  Ordinance  1.  “We  felt  very 
affirmed,”  he  told  GCN,  “like  we’ve  reached 
a  watershed  in  the  movement.” 

The  anti-discrimination  law,  passed  last 
October,  was  the  result  of  several  years  of 
lobbying  by  gay  rights  activists. 

Citizens  for  Sensible  Rights,  an  anti-gay 
group,  charged  that  the  law  had  been 
“rammed  down  the  voters’  throats.”  The 
group  collected  over  9800  signatures  to  put 
Ordinance  1  to  a  referendum  on  this  year’s 
ballot. 

Despite  the  ordinance’s  defeat,  Richard 
Heckmann,  head  of  Citizens  for  Sensible 
Rights,  said  that  his  group  will  continue  to 
fight  the  anti-discrimination  law.  “A  little 
more  work,  a  little  more  expertise,  and  we 
can  win  this  thing  down  the  road,”  he  said. 
“Our  troops  are  optimistic.” 

The  Rocky  Mountain  News,  a  Denver 
newspaper,  characterized  Ordinance  1  as 
“this  election’s  most  closely  watched  and 
hotly  argued  question,”  aside  from  the 
mayoral  race. 

“It  was  clearly  a  difficult  issue  for  a 
number  of  p)eople,”  said  Buchanan.  “Many, 
who  think  they  don’t  know  any  gay  people, 
faced  a  conflict  between  all  their  negative 
stereotypes  and  prejudices,  and  what  was 
clearly  a  bigoted  and  hateful  campaign.” 

Broad  support  for  preserving  the  wording 
of  the  civil  rights  law  caine  from  many 
prolitical  and  religious  groups,  including  the 
Colorado  Council  of  Churches.  Gov.  Roy 
Romer  also  endorsed  EPOC’s  efforts  and 
Mayor  Federico  Pena  served  as  the 
Codilion’s  honorary  co-chair. 

“The  anti-discrimination  law  is  much 
stronger  now  that  the  citizens  confirmed  we 
did  the  right  thing,”  said  Buchanan.  “A  large 
number  of  Denverites  voted  with  their  hopies 
rather  than  their  fears.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Native  lesbian  and  gay 
gathering  set  for  August 

EUGENE,  Ore. — Native,  Aboriginal,  and 
Metis  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  hold  the 
Fourth  Annual  Native  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Gathering,  Aug.  8-12. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  gathering  will 


include  a  pow  wow,  talking  circles,  sweats 
and  socializing.  The  event,  which  will  be 
dmg-  and  alcohol-free,  will  take  place  near 
Eugene. 

Native  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  their 
friends  and  lovers  are  encouraged  to  “come 
and  share  cultures.”  For  more  information, 
contact  Tahoma  Two-Spirits,  P.O.  Box  4402, 
Seattle,  WA  98104. 

— Ann  Colbourn 

NAPWA  criticized 

WASHINGTON— In  a  May  21  letter,  two 
of  the  nation’s  largest  coalitions  of  people 
with  AIDS  called  for  an  anergency  meeting 
of  the  board  of  the  National  Association  of 
People  with  AIDS  (NAPWA).  At  issue  are 
the  p)erceived  failure  of  NAPWA’s  executive 
committee  to  develop  regional  participation 
within  the  association  and  its  dismissal  of 
executive  director  Michael  R.  Meridian. 

Larry  Gutenburg,  president  of  the  New 
York-based  People  with  AIDS  Coalition 
(PWAC),  charged  that  over  50  pjercait  of  12 
regions  of  NAPWA  have  not  been  developjed 
and  were  therefore  not  present  to  participate 
at  a  recent  NAPWA  board  meeting  in 
Washington.  Gutenburg  called  the  meeting 
“a  disap)pointing  rep)resentation  of  the  HIV- 
px)sitive  population.” 

“NAPWA  must  develop  the  national 
consensus  through  full  participation  of  its  12 
regions,”  said  J.  R.  McEvoy  of  the  Boston 
Living  Center  (BLC).  “This  will  assure 
fulfillment  of  the  plan  to  empower  all  of  the 
HIV  diagnosed  during  the  upcoming  year  of 
the  AIDS  pandemic.” 

Gutenburg  and  McEvoy  also  protested  the 
executive  committee’s  “clandestine” 
decision  to  dismiss  Meridian  without 
informing  or  involving  the  full  board  of 
directors.  The  full  board  of  directors  was  in 
session  in  Washington  at  the  time  of  the 
decision,  and  had  given  Meridian’s 
performance  a  vote  of  confidence  less  than 
60  hours  before  his  dismissal. 

Despite  dissatisfaction  with  Meridian’s 
dismissal,  Gutenburg  and  McEvoy  suprpxtrted 
the  selection  of  Paul  R.  Sathrum  as  interim 
executive  director  of  N.APWA. 

Both  Gutenburg  and  McEvoy  see  the 
emergency  meeting  of  the  NAPWA  board  as 
a  way  to  bring  about  a  reorganization 
necessary  to  effectively  address  issues  facing 
HIV-positive  pjeople.  “Through  this  call  for 
an  emergency  meeting  we  look  to  reestablish 
the  integrity  which  was  lacking  in  the  recent 
actions  of  the  executive  committee,”  said 
McEvoy. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

AIDS  hearings  held  in 
San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  National 
Commission  on  AIDS  held  hearings 
focusing  on  sexuality,  HIV  disease  and 
public  px)licy  May  16-17.  The  Commission 
also  examined  the  impact  of  the  HIV 
epidemic  on  Asian,  Asian-American  and 
Pacific  Island  Communities. 

“Our  national  diversity,  including 
differences  of  ethnicity  and  sexual 
orientation,  is  critical  to  how  people  in 
America  respond  to  the  challenges  of  AIDS 
and  HIV  infection,”  said  June  Osborn,  chair 
of  the  National  Commission  on  AIDS. 

The  first  day’s  discussion  included  an 
overview  of  knowledge  and  attitudes  about 
sexuality,  the  emergence  of  “sexually- 
identified”  communities  and  their  response 
to  the  epidemic. 

Hearings  on  the  second  day  were  designed 
to  increase  the  commission’s  awareness  of 
HIV-related  issues  in  various  Asian,  Asian- 
American  and  Pacific  Island  communities. 
This  included  presentation  of  historical 
perspectives  by  members  of  these 
communities  and  roundtable  discussions  on 
the  impact  of  HIV  disease  and  pjrovision  of 
services  in  these  communities.  Spjecifically, 
the  commission  hoped  to  explore  issues  of 
sexuality,  drug  use,  immigration,  religion, 
familial  relations,  access  to  clinical  trials, 
psycho-social  needs,  education  and 
p)revention. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Makeup  resIster  wins 
reinstatement 

BOSTON — After  a  media  blitz  and  heavy 
pressure  from  women’s  organizations  and 
civil  rights  groups,  an  airline  has  agreed  to 
rehire  a  woman  it  recently  fired  for  refusing 
to  wear  cosmetic  makeup.  Continental 
Airlines  announced  May  15  that  Teresa 
Fischette  would  be  reinstated  as  a  ticket 
agent,  and  that  the  company  would  change 
its  policies  on  makeup,  hairstyles  and  facial 
hair. 

According  the  Boston  Globe,  Fischette 
was  fired  May  3,  two  days  after  the  airline 
instituted  mandatory  personnel  appearance 


rules  that  included  a  makeup  and  lipstick 
provision  for  women.  Believing  that  her 
dismissal  was  sexist  and  unjust,  Fischette 
decided  to  protest  publicly  Continental’s 
appearance  code  and  enlisted  the  help  of 
various  organizations  including  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  and  the  Civil  Libaties  Union 
of  Massachusetts  (CLUM). 

After  20  radio  talk  shows,  78  phone  calls 
from  reporters,  taped  appearances  on  The 
Oprah  Winfrey  Show  and  CBS  Nightly  News, 
and  a  mention  by  Jay  Leno  on  The  Tonight 
Show,  Fischette  succeeded.  Continental 
apologized  for  her  dismissal,  offered  to  rehire 
her  with  back  pay  and  agreed  to  make  their 
apjpjearance  recommendations  optional. 

“I’m  hoping  other  airlines  will  get 
involved,”  said  Fischette.  “The  makeup  issue 
is  the  last  vestige  of  sexism  in  the  airline 
industry.  I’ve  talked  to  other  women  from 
other  airlines  who’ve  had  to  change  their  hair 
color.  It’s  ridiculous.” 

Fischette’s  lawyer,  Sarah  Wunsch  of 
CLUM,  said  that  Fischette  had  received 
“many,  many  [supportive]  phone  calls  from 
poople”  around  the  coimtry.  “This  case  raised 
an  important  question  about  the  right  to  be 
free  of  sex  typocasting  and  stereotyping,”  she 
added. 

Fischette  said  that  she  doesn’t  view 
Continental’s  change  of  policy  as  a  political 
loss  for  the  company.  “I  see  this  as  a  win-win 
situation,”  she  asserted.  “I  didn’t  take  on 
Continental.  I  took  on  outdated  attitudes.” 

Fischette  says  she  plans  to  continue 
working  with  women’s  organizations  to  fight 
against  sexual  discrimination  on  the  job.  “I 
used  to  look  at  women’s  rights  groups  and 
say,  ‘Oh,  I’m  glad  they’re  doing  that’ — as  if 
what  they  were  doing  was  great,  but  it  didn’t 
really  involve  me,”  said  Fischette.  “But  on 
space  ship  Earth,”  she  added,  “there  are  no 
passengers.  Only  crew.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Supreme  Court  upholds 
rape  shield  law 

WASHINGTON — ^In  a  significant  victory 
for  rapre  survivors’  rights,  the  Suprreme  Court 
ruled  May  20  that  states  may  bar  evidence  of 
a  sexual  relationship  between  an  accused 
rapist  and  an  alleged  victim  without 
infringing  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  accused.  By  a  7-2  vote,  the  justices  not 
only  upheld  a  contested  rape  shield  law  in 
Michigan,  but  also  strongly  endorsed  similar 
laws  that  exist  in  48  other  states. 

Writing  the  majority  opinion  in  the  case, 
Michigan  v.  Lucas,  Justice  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor  called  rape  shield  laws  “A  valid 
legislative  determination  that  rape  victims 
deserve  heightened  protection  against 
surprise,  harassment  and  unnecessary 
invasions  of  pjrivacy.” 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe, 
Michigan’s  statute  allows  a  defendant  to 
introduce  evidence  of  a  sexual  relationship 
with  a  victim,  but  intention  to  introduce  such 
evidence  must  be  made  within  10  days  of 
arraignment  In  the  High  Court  decision,  the 
justices  ruled  that  the  state  may  exclude 
testimony  regarding  past  sexual  relations  if 
the  defendant  fails  to  adhere  to  state’s 
procedural  time  limits. 

The  ruling  overturned  a  decision  by  the 
Michigan  Court  of  Ap3p)eals  that  said  that  the 
exclusion  of  evidence  of  sexual  history 
violated  the  Sixth  Amendment’s  guarantee  to 
a  fair  trial.  In  the  majority  opinion,  O’Connor 
said  that  the  Michigan  court  had  made  too 
rigid  an  interpretation  of  the  Sixth 
Amendment,  and  that  fair  notice  of  an  intent 
to  introduce  certain  evidence  is  necessary  for 
a  fair  trial  system. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Gay  Games  announces 
logo  competition 

NEW  YORK — As  over  20,000  lesbians 
and  gay  men  wind  down  from  the  high  of 
Celebration  ’90,  Gay  Games  organizers  are 
already  looking  toward  1994.  Gay  Games  IV, 
which  will  be  the  largest  amateur  event  of 
that  year,  will  coincide  with  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  uprising.  Both 
events  will  be  held  in  New  York. 

Gay  Games  organizers  have  armoimced  an 
open  compretition  for  a  new  logo.  The  theme 
will  be  “Unity  ’94,”  and  organizers  said  the 
overall  look  should  be  “clean  and 
contempjorary,  work  large  or  small,  and  in 
color  or  black  and  white.”  Thematic 
suggestions  included  lesbian  and  gay 
symbols.  New  York  City  and  unity. 

Entries  and  questions  should  be  sent  to: 
Logo  Compretition,  N.Y.  in  ’94,  RO.  Box 
202,  Times  Square  Station,  New  York,  NY, 
10036.  The  deadline  for  entries  is  July  4. 

— Ann  Colbourn 


2  •  MAY26-JUNE  1,  1991  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Help  fight  violence 
against  lesbians 
and  gay  men! 

Volunteers  are  needed  by  the 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at  the 
Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  to: 

•  be  a  victim  advocate 
•  help  coordinate 
Don 't  Be  a  Victim  workshops 
•  plan  Hate  Crimes 
Awareness  day. 


for  more  information  on  these  and 
other  volunteer  opportunities  call 
Joyce  Collier  at  267-0900  X  315 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 


1131  Beacon  St,  Suite  1 
Brookline, Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.LC.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

CopurSg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Healib  nsuBANce  accspied 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (Included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoidrtg 

•  Accepts  entries  for  anypertod 
•  Instalation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  Introductory  Prke;  ^05 
Oamo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Man  convicted  for  having 
unsafe  sex 

Activists  call  a  Missouri  law  aimed  at  preventing  the  spread 
of  HIV  ‘a  false  solution  to  a  very  real  problem'  and  fear  that  it 
may  set  a  dangerous  precedent 


ACT  UP/N.Y.  targets  CDC 

Activists  demonstrate  at  the  regional  office  of  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  and  once  again  demand  that  the  agency 
expand  its  definition  of  AIDS 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— AIDS  activists 
decried  the  first  conviction  under  a  law  that 
prosecutes  an  individual  who  has  tested  HIV 
positive  for  having  unsafe  sex  without 
informing  his  or  her  partner.  Many  charge 
that  the  three-year-old  statute  is  a  misleading 
and  ineffective  way  to  prevent  the 
transmission  of  HIV. 

“This  law  applies  to  a  very  small  number 
of  cases  where  people  knowingly  or 
maliciously  transmit  HIV  to  another  person,” 
said  Evan  Wolfson  of  the  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund.  “It  is  a  fake 
solution  to  the  very  real  problem  of  AIDS 
transmission,”  he  told  GCN. 

Gregory  J.  Pope  will  be  sentenced  on  June 
28  for  violating  section  191.677  of 
Missouri’s  Public  Health  and  Welfare  Code. 
The  statute  makes  it  a  class  D  felony  for  any 
individual  who  knows  he  or  she  is  infected 
with  HIV  to  “deliberately  create  a  grave  and 
unjustifiable  risk  of  infecting  another  with 
HIV  through  sexual  or  other  contact” 

Pope  pled  guilty  May  6  to  charges  that  he 
failed  to  inform  his  sexual  partner  of  several 
months  about  his  HIV  positive  status. 
Reportedly,  Pope  and  his  partner  did  not  use 
condoms.  Pope’s  partner  tested  HIV  positive 
months  after  the  relationship  had  ended,  and 
subsequently  filed  charges  against  Pope  with 
the  county  prosecutor.  Pope  faces  maximum 
penalties  of  five  years  in  prison  and  a  $5000 
fine. 

Prosecution  vs.  prevention 

“Our  goal  is  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
AIDS,”  said  Kathy  Bonney,  a  public 
information  specialist  with  the  Missouri 
Bureau  of  AIDS  Prevention.  “This  law  falls 
in  line  with  our  goal  of  prevention.” 

Kevin  Gipson,  also  of  the  Bureau,  said 
most  complaints  alleging  violation  of  the 
statute  are  received  by  the  Bureau.  Upon 
verifying  that  an  individual  is  HIV  positive, 
he  or  she  is  called  in  for  safer  sex  counseling 
and  advised  that  continuing  to  engage  in 
unsafe  sex  could  lead  to  prosecution.  If  a 
subsequent  complaint  is  received,  the  Bureau 
would  recommend  that  state  prosecutors 
press  charges. 

“It’s  a  program  not  to  prosecute  people, 
but  to  help  prevent  them  from  facing 
prosecution,”  said  Gipson.  Only  four  cases 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

BOSTON — At  a  time  when  tensions 
between  the  city’s  police  force  and  the  local 
gay  community  continue  to  rise,  the  recent 
appointment  of  an  openly  gay  police  officer 
to  the  department’s  gay  and  lesbian  liaison 
position  comes  as  heartening  news.  Although 
activists  stress  that  the  police  department 
needs  far  more  internal  change  than  just  a 
new  gay  liaison,  many  also  say  that  the 
appointment  represents  significant  progress 
in  the  department’s  approach  to  lesbian  and 
gay  issues. 

“Symbolically,  it  is  very  important  that  the 
px)lice  department  recognize  and  support  its 
gay  and  lesbian  officers,”  said  Michael 
Cronin,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Boston  and 
co-chair  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay 
Political  Alliance’s  Anti- Violence  Project. 
“This  apjpiointment  is  an  important  first  step 
to  do  that,”  he  said. 

Cronin  told  GCN  that  the  appointment  of  a 
gay  officer  to  the  liaison  position  might  also 
help  ameliorate  relations  between  the  gay 
community  and  the  police  force.  “If  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  sees  openly 
lesbian  and  gay  cops,  it  might  help  improve 
the  level  of  trust  we  feel  toward  the  police 
department,”  he  said. 

An  important  mediator 

The  new  appointee,  Robert  Johnson,  has 
served  on  the  Boston  pmlice  force  for  six 
years.  With  his  new  position  as  liaison,  he 
will  transfer  from  a  mounted  unit  in  the 
South  End  and  Back  Bay  to  an  investigative 


have  been  submitted  to  prosecutors  by  the 
AIDS  Prevention  Bureau,  and  none  of  these 
have  yet  come  to  trial. 

In  Pope’s  case,  the  complaint  did  not  go 
through  the  Bureau  of  AIDS  Prevention. 
Pope’s  partner  went  directly  to  the  Kansas 
City  Police  Department. 

Even  if  a  counseling  process  through  the 
Bureau  is  followed,  many  AIDS  activists 
believe  that  the  law  will  fail  to  effectively 
prevent  the  transmission  of  HIV,  and  may  do 
more  harm  than  good. 

‘Protected’  or  ‘unprotected’ 

Wolfson  cited  the  vague  wording  of  the 
statute  as  a  source  of  potential  legal  dispute. 
“What  kind  of  sexual  activity  does  it  specify? 
Does  it  mean  ‘protected’  sex  as  well  as 
‘unprotected?’” 

When  asked  whether  the  statute  could 
apply  in  cases  where  safer  sex  techniques 
were  used,  Gipson  said,  “If  a  person  used  a 
condom  and  was  prudent  in  doing  so.  I’m  not 
sure.” 

Wolfson  also  anticipated  a  problem  in 
establishing  whether  or  not  someone  knew 
she  or  he  was  HIV  positive  before  having 
sex.  Currently  there  are  three  anonymous  test 
sites  in  Missouri. 

Yet  another  problem  would  be  establishing 
that  someone  accused  of  violating  the  statute 
had  actually  had  sex  with  whoever  issued  a 
complaint.  It  would  especially  be  a  problem 
establishing  whether  or  not  people  had  sex  if 
the  sex  took  place  outside  a  public,  long-term 
relationship. 

“The  problem  of  proof  with  such  laws  is 
tremendous,”  said  Wolfson. 

‘Perverse  incentive’ 

Ruth  Harlow  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  AIDS  Project 
pointed  out  that  potential  abuse  outweighs 
any  value  the  Missouri  law  may  have  in 
preventing  HIV  transmission.  She  said  the 
criminal  prosecutions  frequently  seen  in 
states  that  have  similar  laws  have  not 
involved  knowingly  infecting  others  through 
unsafe  sex.  Instead,  she  said,  “We  are  seeing 
people  trying  to  construe  biting  or  spitting  as 
attempted  murder.” 

Jim  Hull,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Kansas 
City,  said  he  was  worried  that  others  might 
abuse  the  law  by  issuing  false  complaints  in 

Continued  on  page  6 


position  at  the  Community  Disorders  Unit 
(CDU).  Johnson  told  GCN  that  he  is  pleased 
with  his  appointment  and  added  that  he  is 
writing  a  list  of  proposals  outlining  his 
objectives  as  the  new  liaison. 

“First,  I  want  to  educate  police  on  the  beat 
about  hate  crimes  and  the  need  for  hate 
crimes  sensitivity,”  Johnson  said.  “Second,  I 
want  to  set  up  a  hotline  for  gay  and  lesbian 
officers  who  need  help  in  finding  referrals  for 
counseling.”  Johnson  said  that  he  is  currently 
the  only  openly  gay  police  officer  on  the 
Boston  police  force. 

John^n  also  said  that  he  believes  he  will 
serve  as  an  important  mediator  between  the 
gay  community  and  the  police  department. 
“As  a  gay  policeman.  I’m  an  asset  to  the 
force  because  I  can  take  the  pressure  off 
them  by  being  able  to  talk  candidly  with  the 
gay  community,”  he  said.  “I  can  also  benefit 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  because  I 
will  now  have  close  contact  with  the 
department’s  command  staff  and  I  will  be 
able  to  do  more  about  such  issues  as  hate 
crimes  education,”  he  explained. 

Johnson  stressed  that  his  liaison  position 
will  be  only  part  of  his  work,  and  that  his 
other  duties  at  the  CDU  will  involve  standard 
street  investigations. 

“Johnson  will  be  coming  [to  the  CDU] 
because  he’s  a  good  investigator,”  agreed 
William  Johnston,  commander  of  the  CDU 
and  the  person  Johnson  will  replace  as  the 
lesbian  and  gay  liaison.  “Johnson  is  not 
coming  here  because  he  is  a  gay  officer,” 
Johnston  told  GCN.  “He  will  handle  an  array 
Continued  on  page  6 


By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK— In  the  third  ACT  UP 
demonstration  to  target  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC),  350  ACT  UP/New 
York  members  descended  upon  the  CDC’s 
regional  office  here  May  21  to  demand  the 
CDC  expand  its  definition  of  AIDS  to 
include  opportunistic  infections  particular,  to 
women  and  intravenous  drug  users. 

Carrying  bright  yellow  traffic  signs 
reading  “The  CDC  is  a  Dead  End”  and 
“Undercounting  AIDS  Cases  Kills,”  ACT 
UP  members  flooded  the  sidewalk  in  front  of 
the  building  and  streamed  across  the  street  to 
a  mirror  picket  on  the  opposite  sidewalk.  The 
demonstration  captured  the  attention  of 
morning  rush  hour  commuters  and 
pedestrians  at  the  busy  downtown 
intersection. 

Banners  reading  “AIDS  Kills  Women” 
were  unfurled  from  the  top  floor  of  a  nearby 
building,  where — later  the  same  morning  and 
again  the  next  day — small  groups  of  ACT 
UP  members  entered  and  occupied  the 
offices  of  Norman  Miller,  the  program 
management  officer  for  the  Office  of  AIDS 
and  HIV  Surveillance.  Once  inside,  a  group 
of  16  activists  took  over  the  phones  to  alert 
the  media  and  policymakers  to  their 
demands. 

The  group  confronted  Miller,  demanding 
he  explain  why  he  had  not  signed  an  ACT 
UP  letter  calling  upon  the  CDC  to  change  its 
AIDS  definition  and  surveillance  methods 
and  to  endorse  anonymous  testing.  Miller  did 
not  comment  on  his  decision.  All  the  activists 
were  arrested,  and  the  protesters  who 
returned  the  following  day  left  Miller’s  office 
as  jxiliee  arrived. 

After  circling  the  federal  office  building 
and  dotting  its  walls  with  bright  stickers, 
marchers  massed  on  the  steps  v’here  they 
came  face  to  face  with  police  inspector  Carl 
Jonasch.  Jonasch  led  the  police  forces  at  a 
February  11  ACT  UP  demonstration  which 
left  one  activist  seriously  injured  after  an 
alleged  police  assault.  ACT  UP  member  Bob 
Rafsky  called  out  “There’s  a  murderer  in  the 
crowd!”  and  went  on  to  say  “You  have 
ruined  the  life  of  a  young  man  at  a  peaceful 
demonstration.”  The  crowd  joined  Rafsky 
with  cries  of  “Shame,  shame!” 

ACT  UP’s  letter,  accompanied  by  an 
information  packet,  has  been  sent  to  over 
2000  community-based  organizations. 


physicians,  labor  union,  policymakers  and 
political  caucuses.  ACT  UP  is  also  asking 
these  people  to  write  James  Curran,  the 
CDC’s  Director  of  the  Division  of 
HIV/AIDS,  urging  him  to  meet  ACT  UP’s 
demands.  According  to  ACT  UP,  more  than 
three  pages  of  signatures  have  been  collected 
to  date. 

ACT  UP’s  demands  include  a  call  for 
change  in  tracking  HIV  transmission  from 
the  current  tracking  by  identity  (e.g. 
“lesbian”  or  “man  to  man”)  to  tracking  by 
behavior  (e.g.  “curmilingus”  or  “unprotected 
anal  intercourse”).  Expansion  of  the 
definition  would  allow  more  people  with 
opportunistic  infections  to  receive  an  AIDS 
diagnosis  and  thus  become  eligible  for  access 
to  drug  trials  as  well  as  social  security  and 
disability  benefits. 

“I  think  this  disease  has  been  very 
successfully  silenced  by  an  assumed 
homophobia,”  Nancy  Brooks  Brody,  an  ACT 
UP  member  told  GCN.  “The  disease  is  not 
only  a  gay  disease;  women  and  IV  drug  users 
need  to  be  included  in  drug  trials,  and  they 
can’t  be  unless  they  get  a  diagnosis.  Many 
groups  use  the  CDC  guidelines  in  selecting 
for  drug  trials,  and  for  health  and  insurance 
groups.” 

According  to  CDC  statistics  from  June 
1990,  65  percent  of  women  with  HIV  die 
without  ever  getting  an  AIDS  diagnosis.  If  an 
expanded  definition  were  implemented,  the 
numbers  of  women  diagnosed  as  having 
AIDS  would  effectively  triple.  Were  the 
definition  expanded,  the  increased  numbers 
that  would  surface  could  potentially  effect 
the  distribution  of  government  funds 
allocated  for  AIDS  research  and  financial 
assistance  for  p>eople  with  AIDS. 

ACT  UP  is  also  demanding  that  the  CDC 
endorse  anonymous — as  opposed  to 
confidential — HIV  testing.  In  a  confidential 
test  the  testee’s  name  is  taken  and  rendered 
accessible  to  a  limited  number  of  people. 
ACT  UP  maintains  that  since  the  “limited” 
number  is  not  strictly  defined,  it  presents  a 
loophole  to  the  security  of  the  testee’s  name. 

“I  think  this  is  an  issue  we  can  win,” 
Brody  told  GCN.  “The  demographics  of  the 
disease  will  change,  and  I  think  we’ll  find 
out  that  there  are  many  more  PWAs.  Women 
die  faster  than  men  l^ause  they  don’t  get 
the  diagnosis.  The  CDC’s  methods  have 
always  isolated  people,  and  it’s  not  an 
isolated  disease.” 
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Gay  police  officer  named 
as  lesbian/gay  liaison 

The  appointment  of  Robert  Johnson  is  met  with  cautious 
optimism  by  gay  activists  in  Boston 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


News  Editor 

Available  In  May.  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work 
of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local, 
national  and  international  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news 
stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:  June  1 , 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective 
decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $21 5/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA02116. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  'Community  Voices*  and  "Speaking  Ouf 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  'Speaking  Out* 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff 
or  membership. 

All  letters  and  "Speaking  Our  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require 
a  short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on 
the  letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Ouf 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs’  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff.  Board  or  membership. 


Time,  money  and  sweat 

Deal  GCN: 

My  arthritis  has  been  bothering  me  lately. 

1  wondered  why,  until  I  realized  that  it  must 
be  Carol  Wessling’s  fault.  After  all,  people 
are  talking  as  though  Wessling  (Executive 
Director  of  the  Center  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men)  is  solely  to  blame  for  the  recession’s 
impact  on  the  Center’s  fundraising  efforts 
and  for  the  Board  of  Director’s  unanimous 
vote  to  remove  Michael  Goldrosen  from  his 
position  as  office  manager. 

I  don’t  know  why  we  don’t  just  tar  and 
feather  her  and  ride  her  out  of  town  on  a  rail. 
I  mean,  look  at  what  she’s  done:  she’s 
devoted  an  enormous  portion  of  her  time  to 
keeping  the  Center  going.  She’s  been  there, 
day  and  nighL  seven  days  a  week,  to  sweat 
the  detaib  and  keep  the  Center  alive  against 
impossible  odds.  And  it  is  especially 
suspicious  that  she  has  shown  no  desire  to 
use  the  Center  for  her  own  self- 
aggrandizement. 

I  joined  the  Center’s  Advisory  Board  at 
the  invitation  of  Ann  Sanders  and  John 
Graves.  I  didn’t  know  Wessling  from  a  hole 
in  the  ground,  and  my  only  experience  of  her 
has  been  through  her  work  at  the  Center.  My 
respect  and  admiration  for  Wessling  are 
bas^  on  my  observation  of  her  dedication  to 
the  Center  and  the  community.  She  has 
fought  hard  to  make  the  Center  the  kind  of 
place  where  all  members  of  the  COTununity 


are  welcomed,  and  she  has  made  significant 
progress  in  bringing  in  programs  and  people 
who  represent  our  community’s  most  often 
neglected  sectors,  including  people  of 
diverse  racial  and  ethnic  backgrounds, 
dykes,  bisexuals,  transsexuals,  transvestites, 
students,  those  just  coming  out,  and  the 
economically  disadvantaged. 

I  have  poured  a  fair  amount  of  time, 
money,  and  sweat  into  the  Center,  and  I  have 
done  so  because  I  felt  that  we  were  building 
something  rare  and  special,  something  this 
community  has  needed  for  a  long  time.  It 
breaks  my  heart  to  see  Wessling  targeted  for 
removal  by  a  few  power  brokers  who  care 
much  more  about  adding  another  piece  of 
political  real  estate  to  their  holdings  than 
they  do  about  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
It  is  a  perverse  tribute  to  Wessling’s  hard 
work  that  the  struggling  little  Center  has 
become  enough  of  a  prize  to  warrant  their 
desire  to  control  it 

Too  often,  lesbians  who  step  forward  to 
take  on  highly  visible  positions  in  the 
community  are  targeted  for  savage  attacks  on 
their  characters,  competency,  and  motives. 
Too  often,  the  rest  of  us  stand  by  and  let  it 
happen.  This  time,  I  can’t  play  the  good  girl 
and  hold  my  tongue.  What  the  Center  needs 
is  recognition  and  support,  not  trashing  and 
dismemberment  What  Wessling  deserves  is 
that  those  of  us  who  hear  rumor  and 
innuendo  do  her  the  decency  of  at  least 
trying  to  separate  the  facts  from  the 
convenient  political  fictions. 

More  is  at  stake  than  Wessling’s 
reputation.  The  real  question  is  whether  or 
not  the  Center  will  survive,  and  whether  it 
will  be  the  kind  of  institution  that  we  can  all 
be  a  part  of  and  be  proud  of. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Candace  L.  Van  Auken 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

Trekkies  write  on 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  let  the  Star  Trek  audience 
know  about  the  latest  controversy  that  arose 
during  the  convention  in  Boston.  When 
asked  why  there  were  no  gays  or  lesbians  in 
the  24th  century,  the  response  made  by 
Richard  Arnold,  publicity  person,  was: 
“What  would  you  have  us  do,  put  pink 
triangles  on  them?  Have  them  sashay  down 
the  corridors?”  Star  Trek  has  a  long  history 
of  attacking  racism  and  other  social 
injustices.  Tell  the  producers  if  they  want  to 
go  where  no  one  has  gone  before,  they 
should  have  the  courage  to  challenge 
homophobia,  too.  Set  your  phasers  to  stun. 
Write: 

Gene  Roddenberry 

Star  Trek,  Paramount  Television 

5555  Melrose  Ave 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90038 

Gene  Elder 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 

The  end  of  the  AIDS  epidemic? 

Dear  GCA/: 

A  November,  1990  cover  of  Newsweek 
sounded  an  alarm  to  the  nation:  “CHRONIC 
FATIGUE  SYNDROME:  A  debilitating 
disease  afflicts  millions  and  the  cause  is  still 
a  mystery.”  For  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome  is 
the  light  at  the  end  of  the  AIDS  tunnel  which 
will,  a  decade  later,  finally  deliver  us  from  a 
deadly  pestilence  which  has  taken  over 
100,00  of  our  lovers,  friends  and  family 
members. 

When  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome  first 
began  appearing  in  the  early  ’80s,  it  was 
dismissed  as  the  “Yuppie  Flu,”  a 
psychosomatic  figment  of  the  imagination. 
Today,  however,  researchers  understand 
Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome  as  a  very  serious 
disease  of  immune  dysfunction.  The 
symptoms  of  the  disease  are  identical  to 
those  that  characterize  ARC  (AIDS-Related 
Complex),  including  severe  fatigue,  swollen 
and  painful  lymph  nodes,  fevers,  muscle 
aches  and  pains,  and  mental  confusion.  Due 
to  their  weakened  immunity,  people  with 
Chronic  Fatigue  and  Immune  Dysfunction 
Syndrome  (CFIDS,  as  patients  call  it)  are 
developing  cancers  at  higher  rates  than 
healthy  individuals.  The  similarities  between 
CFIDS  and  AIDS  are  so  pronounced  that  one 
leading  CFIDS  researcher.  Dr.  Paul  Cheney, 
refers  to  the  disease  as  “AIDS  Minor.” 

As  in  the  early  days  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  researchers  are  scrambling  to  find 
the  infectious  agent  which  is  destroying  the 
immune  systems  of  millioru  of  Americans. 
Due  to  the  exponential  rise  in  cases  over  the 
past  decade,  and  because  clustering  of 
CFIDS  is  being  reported  (entire  families  and 
towns  have  become  ill),  a  casually 
transmitted  virus  is  suspected. 

What  exactly  does  the  emergence  in  the 
United  States  of  yet  another  epidemic  of 
iimnune  dysfunction  mean  to  the  lesbian  and 
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SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

6C/V offers  fhese  guidelines  for  all  of  us  wfn  are  making  decisions  about  sa  and  drug  use  in  the  mkfsl  of  the  /UDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentfations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  its  important  to 
avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  gel  from  one  person's  body  into  another  pefson's  bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  tor  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV  Iransmissioa 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  veiy  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  ol  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dikfos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
tistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  reclim  or  vagina. 


HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  lake.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partneis.  Other  people  make 
decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partneis'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or  HIV  status.  People 
also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  It  you  and  your  partner  have  not 
talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  slatus,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a 
man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 

Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cun  or  pre-cum  gels  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 

Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  ‘female  ejaculate.’ 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-tucking  if  you  have  any  soies  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap  and  wafer. 

•  Ailemalive  Insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  groifi)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  ol  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  tight  all  illnesses,  including  AIDS. 


INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  Siare  works  (needes,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  neede  and  worts  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times,  hi  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  inwatertorat  least  IS 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 


RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hodine:  1  (800)  3«-7St4 

AIDS  Action  Commidee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hodine  (bilinguaO.  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Commidee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce,  Bostoit  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHQ,  New  Yort  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (IMAC).  Washington,  D.C:  (202)  544-1076 

Women’s  AOS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


gay  community?  The  CFIDS  epidemic  is 
deeply  profound  and  politically  explosive, 
not  only  for  us.  but  for  all  Americans. 

Ten  years  and  over  100,000  deaths  later, 
there  is  still  no  cure  for  AIDS  because, 
tragically,  the  disease  continues  to  be 
perceived  as  merely  a  “queer,”  “junkie”  and 
“nigger”  problem  to  the  average  American. 
AIDS  is  not  something  that  will  ever  touch 
John  Doe.  The  CFIDS  epidemic,  however, 
will  forever  smash  that  deadly 
misperception.  The  reality  is  that  each  and 
every  American  is  in  a  “Wgh  risk”  group  for 
acquiring  some  form  of  immune  deficiency, 
regardless  of  sexual  behavior;  regardless  of 
drug  usage;  regardless  of  blood  transfusions. 
With  the  emergence  of  the  CFIDS  epidemic, 
immune  dysfunction  is  no  longer  a  health 
crisis  primarily  afflicting  gay  men,  drug 
addicts  and  African  Americans  in  the 
nation’s  major  urban  areas.  Immune 
dysfunction  is  striking  all  Americans 
— husbands  and  wives,  brothers  and  sisters, 
friends,  co-workers  and  grandparents. 
CFIDS  is  destroying  the  immune  system  of 
Middle  America. 

When  the  country  finally  wakes  up  to  this 
terrifying  realization — that  immune 
dysfunction  is  everyone’s  problem,  that 
“acquired  immune  deficiency”  is  not  just 
limited  to  society’s  outcasts,  that  millions  of 
Americans  are  sick  with  “AIDS  Minor,” 
then,  and  only  then,  will  the  type  of  political 
power  be  unleashed  which  will  put  an  end  to 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  To  harness  this 
potentially  explosive  political  force,  CFIDS 
activists  have  organized  their  own  ACT 
UP— CACTUS,  the  CFIDS  Action 
Campaign  for  the  United  States.  Larry 
Kramer  and  ACT  UP  take  notice — the 
CFIDS  movement  is  your  future  strength,  a 
goldmine  of  activists  many  times  your 
numbers  who  are  just  as  angry  as  you  are. 
Hundreds  of  AIDS  activists  throwing  blood 
at  the  Cepters  for  Disease  Control,  although 
well-intentioned,  will  never  capture 
Washington’s  attention  the  way  himdr^s  of 
thousands  of  businessmen,  middle-aged 
suburban  housewives  and  children 
descending  upon  the  nation’s  capital  will. 

The  political  might  inherent  in  CACTUS 
is  mind-boggling.  Once  this  energy  is 
released,  the  status-quo  corridors  of  power 
inside  the  Beltway  will  shake  and  tremble  as 
they  never  have  before.  A  decade  of 
murderous  silence  from  the  Reagan/Bush 
regime  will  become  a  deafening  roar  which 
will  wake  the  100,000  dead.  The  government 
will  be  forced  to  declare  the  epidemic  of 
immune  dysfunction  a  major  national  health 
emergency,  the  country’s  top  priority,  the 
“mother  of  all  battles,”  and  will  finally 
commit  itself  to  ending  the  suffering  of  the 
millions  afflicted  with  AIDS  and  CFIDS, 
major  and  minor  forms  of  immune 
dysfunction. 

In  addition  to  holding  the  key  to  ending 
the  AIDS  epidemic,  CFIDS  also  signals  the 
death  knell  for  the  hypothesis  that  HTV  is  the 
sole  agent  responsible  for  immune 
dysfunction.  Not  only  has  the  “deadly  AIDS 
virus”  never  fulfilled  Koch’s  Postulates  (the 
basic  rules  for  what  constitutes  definitive 
proof  that  a  specific  germ  causes  a  specific 
disease),  but  both  co-discoverers  of  HIV 
have  no  isolated  pathogenic,  infectious 
agents  from  patients  on  both  ends  of  the 
immune  dysfunction  specturm — Luc 
Montagnier’s  mycoplasma  icognitus  and 
Rober  Gallo’s  Human  Herpes  Virus-6.  These 
facts,  plus  research  estimates  of  over  a 
million  asymptomatic  Americans  with  HIV 
antibodies  and  millions  of  symptomatic 
Americans  without  HIV  antibodies,  shatter 
the  widely  accepted  conventional  wisdom 
that  HTV  equals  immune  dysfunction  equals 
AIDS  into  a  thousand  pieces  of  retroviral 
nonsense. 

The  good  news  is  that  Chronic  Fatigue 
Syndrome,  America’s  other  epidemic  of 
immune  dysfunction,  is  the  answer  we’ve  all 
been  waiting  for,  praying  for  and  hoping  for. 
CFIDS  is  the  straw  that  will  break  the 
camel’s  back,  the  Pandora’s  box  just 
beginning  to  open.  By  joining  forces  with  the 
nationally  emerging  CFIDS  movement,  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  will  realize  a 
victory  essential  for  our  liberation — the 
conclusion  of  a  plague  which  has  already 
taken  100,000  of  our  own  and  is  destroying 
the  lives  of  millions.  The  end  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic  is  truly  within  our  grasp! 

Sean  L.Avery 
East  Boston,  Mass. 

Rght  back 

DearCCN: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  a  letter  from 
Jackie  Johnson  in  a  Michigan  City,  Indiana 
prison,  GCN  April  21 -May  4, 1991. 

I  really  like  that  letter  and  he  is  right  when 
he  said  gays  in  prison  have  got  to  stand  up 
for  they  self  in  order  not  to  be  forced  into 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Screaming  for  change  in  prison 


By  Raymond  Joseph  Smith 

Priron,  a  place  of  broken  dreams,  shattered 
fantasies  and  forgotten  moments.  A  residence 
where  loneliness  weeps  silently  within  a 
heart,  tears  fall  after  darkness  and  prayers  are 
whispered  nightly.  An  instant  of 
incarceration,  humiliation,  discrimination  and 
most  of  all,  pain. 

These  are  the  many  realities  which  gay 
men  in  prison  face  daily.  They  are  the 
forgotten  of  our  society,  threatened  further  by 
sexual  perversion,  homophobia,  inadequate 
medical  care,  discrimination  and  much  more 
unmentionable.  Save  for  HIV  infection, 
homosexuals  cannot  face  anything  more 
horrific  than  prison.  They  are  often 
considCTed  “girls”  and  as  such,  are  expected 
to  shave  their  legs,  act  feminine  continuously, 
accept  a  “man”  (husband)  and  naturally  give 
sexual  fulfillment  without  receiving  the  same 
in  return. 

Another  grave  issue  is  that  of  the  gay  men 
infected  with  the  Human  Immuno  Deficiency 
Virus  (HIV),  or  worse,  find  themselves 
suffering  full  blown  Acquired  Immune 
Deficiency  Syndrome  (HIV),  or  worse,  find 
themselves  suffering  full  blown  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS).  In 
New  York  State,  a  proven  9000  prisonCTS  are 
HIV  asymptomatic  or  seropositive,  while 
1400  AIDS  diagnoses  are  confirmed.  The 
National  Prison  Project  estimates  that  40 
percent  of  the  nation’s  HIV  positive  inmates 
are  confined  in  New  York  prisons,  yet  are 
offered  nothing  insofar  as  location  about 
this  epidemic. 

Being  a  prisoner,  I  observe  the  ignorance 
within  prison  walls.  The  denial  of  HIV 
transmission  within  the  system  begins  with 
the  officials,  eventually  filtering  down  to 
guards,  inmates  and  the  general  staff.  Gays 


are  punished  for  exercising  their  right  to 
sexi^  prefCTence,  and  often  are  confined  in 
“Solitary  Confinement”  when  caught  or 
suspected  of  homosexual  involvement  with 
another  prisoner,  while  “straight”  males  are 
encouraged  to  exercise  their  same  right  by  a 
program  called  “Family  Reunion.”  This  is 
where  the  prison  allows  its  prisoners  to  sjxmd 
three  days  with  their  wife,  in  a  private  trailer 
without  observation.  However,  gays  are 
denied  these  visits,  as  weU  as  those  whom  are 
suspected  of  being  HIV  positive,  thus 
denying  a  certain  group  rights  that  others  are 
given. 

Once  a  week  I  am  involved  with  ruiming 
and  assisting  in  an  HIV  positive  support 
group  in  Fishkill  Correctional  Facility,  and 
oftai  find  myself  commenting  on  the  lack  of 
community  support.  This  claim  is  easily 
backed  up  by  a  story  which  was  being 
written  on  HIV/AIDS  and  the  prison  system. 
The  reporter,  Nellys  Bard,  woiked  for  UAAC 
newsletter  and  was  advised  to  write  an 
article.  After  numerous  attempts  to  interview 
prison  officials  here  and  at  oAer  prisons,  the 
reporter  was  advised  that  an  interview  would 
not  be  allowed  unless  such  was  conducted 
under  the  supervision  of  a  state  employee 
(guard)  and  thus  the  reporter  realized, 
confidentiality  could  not  be  secured.  After 
weeks  of  writing  the  article,  it  was  presented 
to  the  Newsletter  high  ranks,  edited  and  cut. 
What  remained  of  this  very  accurate 
accounting  of  abuse  of  prisoners  with  HIV 
disease,  is  utterly  deplorable.  The  major 
issues  and  points  were  cut  for  the  sake  of 
censorship,  and  guessing  what  the  readers 
wanted  to  hear. 

When  we  (the  gay  prisoners)  became 
aware  of  this,  emotions  of  abandonment 
filled  our  hearts,  souls  and  minds.  For  surely 
we  believed  that  finally,  someone  had  taken 


up  the  cause  we  struggle  with  daily,  that 
being  education  about  gay,  HIV  and  AIDS 
issues.  That  was  some  time  ago  now,  and  still 
our  brothers  suffer  from  misinformation 
about  HIV  transmission  and  prevention.  A 
reality  which  pains  the  heart 

As  a  writer.  I’ve  published  articles  in  many 
newsletters  and  magazines  nationwide, 
bringing  much  attention  to  the  battle  which 
inmates  fight,  alone,  without  selfishness,  and 
I  think  to  myself,  when  will  society  realize 
that  one  day,  these  HIV  infected  prisoners 
will  be  released  to  freedom,  thus  able  to 
transmit  the  disease,  all  because  prison 
officials  never  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  they  had  to  educate  these  men. 
How  many  must  fall  to  their  ignorance  before 
a  government  initiates  a  program  for  HIV 
education?  Or  will  they  simply  continue  to 
turn  their  heads,  ignoring  the  plight  of  those 
infected? 

As  a  gay  male  prisoner  of  25  years,  1 
wonder  if  life  means  anything  at  all  to  the 
straights  of  our  world,  the  politicians,  and 
governors  in  particular.  Where  are  the  voices 
of  our  brothers?  Why  doesn’t  anyone  have 
the  currency  to  establish  educational 
programs,  yet  can  afford  billions  of  dollars  to 
foreign  nations  in  aid?  I’ve  no  idea  what  this 
country  is  any  longer,  or  how  our  morals 
died,  but  somehow,  somewhere.  I’m  wishing 
on  a  star,  praying  to  the  moon,  and  screaming 
for  change,  lest  we  all  fall  to  an  uncaring 
world  of  political  mockery. 

Raymond  J.  Smith  is  a  gay  activist  and 
writer  who  is  serving  a  sentence  for  the  New 
York  State  prison  system.  His  voice  can  be 
read  in  the  pages  of  PWAC  Life- Link,  PWA 
Newsline,  Ryan’s  Hope,  Ryan’s  Vision  and 
numerous  other  magazines  that  deal  with  gay 
and  AIDS  issues. 


protective  custody  and  sold  into  slavery, 
beaten,  or  raped. 

I’m  a  gay  queen  who  done  been  in  prison 
13  years,  since  age  18. 1  done  seen  it  il  and 
done  been  through  it  all.  Just  because  a 
person  is  gay  that  don’t  mean  he  is  weak. 
But  a  lot  of  these  homophobic  inmates  and 
guards  believe  gays  are  weak.  But  in  order 
for  gays  to  get  respect  in  her  and  not  to  be 
used  and  abused  they  got  to  stay  strong.  And 
if  it  mean  stabbing,  fighting  or  whatever  that 
that  what  they  suppose  to  do.  By  running  on 
PC.  that  ain’t  going  to  solve  the  problem. 
But  by  sticking  a  nine  inch  piece  of  steel  in  a 
person,  that  a  gay  will  get  his  due  respect. 

I  can  understand  that  a  lot  of  gays  is  non¬ 
violent  and  real  passive.  I  was  the  same  way 
until  I  came  to  prison.  But  since  I  been  in 
prison  I  done  been  to  street  court  for  five 
self-defense  stabbings  and  I  don’t  mind 
going  again  if  I  have  to.  But  I  earned  my 
respect 

What  gays  got  to  realize,  though,  out  of 
the  United  States  Prison  System  is  that  y’all 
can  do  what  y’all  want  to  do  and  a  person 
can’t  force  y’dl  to  do  nothing  that  y’all  don’t 
want  to  do.  Don’t  be  intimidated  and  be 
someone’s  “sex  slave,”  or  run  on  PC.,  or  be 
raped.  Stand  up  for  yourself  and  fight  back 
and  if  it  means  getting  beat  up  or  whatever, 
that’s  just  a  sacrifice  you  got  to  make  in 
order  to  be  independent. 

Us  gays  got  to  stand  together  and  help 
each  other  out  in  time  of  need  and  fight  back 
against  these  types  of  things. 

Sincerely, 
John  (“BooJack”)  Royal 
Mecklenburg  Correctional  Center 
PO.  Box  500 
Boydton,  VA  23917 

White  supremacy 

Dear  GCN: 

I  found  Essex  Hemphill’s  piece  “If  Freud 
had  been  a  neurotic  colored  woman,”  (see 
GCN  Feb.  25-March  3,  1991)  pretty 
interesting.  But  I  think  he  seem  to  be  too 
preoccupy  with  deprecating  Dr.  Welsing’s 
concepts  to  try  and  understand  her  belief  that 
white  supremacism  and  its  establishment  are 
using  everything  in  their  power  to  destroy 
those  who  they  claim  pose  a  lethal  threat  to 
their  well  being  (or  general  welfare). 

Maybe  many  of  Dr.  Welsing’s  concepts  of 
white  supremacy  (and  the  colonialists)  who 
forcefully  occupy  Afrikans  in  America’s 
communities,  aren’t  correct  as  it  relates  to 
how  some  Afrikan  males  come  to  adopt  a 
homosexual  lifestyle.  But  any  genuine 
Afrikan  who  would  dare  be  frank  with 
him/herself  will  admit  that  most  white 
supremacists  (especially  the  males)  would 
prefer  to  see  most  Afrikan  males  as 
disenfranchised  (disempowered)  as  most 
women  in  American  are.  (Never  mind  that 
these  intCTests  and  goals  are  sexist  and  male 


chauvinistic.) 

As  we  all  know  the  white  establishment  of 
America  finds  it  much  more  comfortable 
with  Afrikan  females  in  a  position  of 
authority  (and  power)  than  they  do  Afrikan 
males.  Gay  or  straight,  what  Af^rikan  people 
must  learn  to  realize  is  that  the  white 
supremacists  are  doing  anything  (and 
everything)  in  their  power  in  annihilate 
Afrikan  people,  especially  in  America.  Illicit 
drugs,  prisons,  AIDS,  etc.  are  just  a  few  of 
the  million  morbid  schemes  being  used  by 
them  to  achieve  this  aim. 

For  the  past  15  consecutive  years  I  have 
been  held  here  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  at  Angola,  Louisiana.  Afrikans 
constitute  a  disproportionate  number  of  the 
prison  population  here  at  Angola.  (We  make 
up  29  percent  of  the  at-large  population  here 
at  Angola.)  The  vast  majority  of  our  keepers 
are  of  white  descent.  They  are  not  satisfied 
with  simply  subjugating,  controlling  and 
dominating  us.  They  wish  to  annihilate  us  as 
a  group.  And  this  they  are  currently  doing  in 
a  diousand  ways. 

I  enjoyed  reading  the  various  pieces  in 
tribute  to  Black  history  month.  They  were  all 
enlightening. 

In  struggle, 
Albert  Chui  Clark 
79909 
CCR,  D-4 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary 
Angola,  LA  70712 


We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for 
Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are  Interested  in 
proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting 
volunteer  opportunities  available  at  Guy 
Gtmmunity  News  please  call  426'4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient 
Back  Bay  office  in  person. 
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Violence  continues  at  the 
University  of  Chicago 

Students  at  the  University  of  Chicago  protest  administrative 
inaction  as  ‘The  Brotherhood  of  the  Iron  Fist’ continue 
harassment  against  three  gay  men 


By  Deborah  Schwartz 

CHICAGO — Investigators  have  yet  to 
make  any  headway  in  locating  members  of 
“The  Brotherhood  of  the  Iron  Fist,”  which 
has  maintained  a  vicious  campaign  of  threats 
and  harassment  of  gay  men  on  the  University 
of  Chicago  campus  during  the  past  three 
months.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  40) 

Three  gay  men  who  have  been  targeted  by 
the  organization  since  Feb.  20  have 
continued  to  receive  threatening  letters.  In 
addition,  a  “Friends  of  the  Brotherhood” 
group  has  surfaced,  and  one  gay  student  was 
assaulted  at  a  demonstration  targeting  the 
administration.  As  school  winds  down, 
student  activists  are  increasingly  doubtful 
that  any  investigatory  progress  or  satisfactory 
response  will  be  made  before  the  end  of  the 
academic  year. 

On  May  3,  students  held  a  rally  and 
demonstration  called  “Blow  the  whistle  on 
the  administration”  to  protest  the 
administration’s  response  to  the  anti-gay 
violence.  Approximately  60  students 
carrying  whistles  and  noisemakers  entered 
the  administration  building  and  sat  down  on 
the  first  floor. 

Gay  student  attacked 

A  student  leaving  an  office  within  the 
building  approached  Patrick  Larvie,  one  of 
the  demonstrators,  and  called  him  “faggot.” 
The  student  pimched  Larvie  in  the  mouth  and 
Larvie  tum^  to  a  university  police  offical 
for  assistance.  “When  I  told  him  I’d  been 
attacked,  he  just  stared  at  me,”  Larvie  told 
GCN.  “I  told  him  again  and  he  just  w.alked 
away.  Meanwhile,  the  guy  who  attack^  me 
was  just  standing  there  and  walked  away  at 
his  leisure.” 

Unlike  some  university  protection  forces, 
the  university  police  at  Chicago  are  not  a 
contracted  security  firm,  but  fully  deputized 
police,  authorized  to  make  arrests.  According 
to  Larvie,  however,  once  he  had  identified 
his  attacker  and  made  it  clear  to  the 
administration  that  he  planned  to  file  charges, 
he  received  a  call  from  Deputy  Dean  of 
Students  Edward  Turkington,  who  informed 
him  that  the  university  police  would  not  be 
involved  in  a  criminal  prosecution. 
'Turkington  told  Larvie  that  if  he  wanted  to 
go  forward  with  prosecution,  he  would  have 
to  enlist  City  of  Chicago  police  to  make  the 
arrest. 

Larvie’s  alleged  attacker  was  apprehended 
and  charged  with  simple  battery  and 
intimidation.  The  court  date  has  been  set  for 
June  11  and,  under  Illinois  law,  the  attacker 
will  be  charged  with  perpetrating  a  hate 
crime.  Larvie  said  that  the  university  police 
had  not  planned  on  documenting  the  incident 
as  a  hate  crime  and  would  not  have  done  so 
had  he  not  instructed  them  that  they  were 
required  to  do  so  under  state  and  city  law. 

“The  university  police  didn’t  know  about 
how  to  document  something  as  a  hate 
crime,”  Tara  Hardy,  director  of  the  Chicago 
Anti-Violence  Project,  told  GCN.  “And  they 
have  not  received  training  about 
documentation,  according  to  Cook.”  Edward 
Cook  is  the  university’s  Dean  of  Students. 

‘King  of  foggots* 

On  May  13,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
President  Andrew  Ross,  one  of  the  three  men 
targeted  this  year,  received  the  most  recent 
piece  of  correspondence  from  the 
“Brotherhood.”  The  letter,  which  referred  to 
Ross  as  the  “king  of  faggots,”  suggested  that 
Ross  would  be  the  “Brotherhood’s”  main 
target.  The  letter  went  on  to  state:  “now  that 
we  know  who  you  are,  we  will  leave  Chris 
and  Kevin  alone.”  Both  Chris  Bauer  and 
Kevin  Fuller  have  received  threatening 
letters,  but  according  to  U  of  C  students, 
Ross  has  been  the  most  outspoken  of  the 
three  in  responding  to  the  violence. 

On  April  16,  all  three  men  received 
envelopes  containing  a  white  powder  and 
notes  from  the  “Brotherhood”  stating  that  the 
powder  was  a  neurotoxin  designed  to  kill  the 
recipients.  Chicago  police  have  now 
identified  the  powder  as  a  non-toxic 


substance. 

Bill  Murphy,  assistant  vice  president  for 
university  news  and  public  affairs,  told  GCN 
that  no  wimesses  have  come  forward,  and 
that  the  investigation,  led  by  the  Postal 
Inspector’s  Office,  is  still  underway. 

A  group  identifying  itself  as  “TTie  Friends 
of  the  Brotherhood”  surfaced  at  the  end  of 
April.  An  April  30  letter  from  the  “Friends” 
written  in  response  to  the  March  17  assault  of 
Chris  Bauer,  was  distributed  across  the 
campus  and  reads,  “One  of  you  claims  to 
have  been  beaten  up  and  you  think  you  have 
another  Stonewall  on  your  hands.  Let’s  face 
facts:  people  just  don’t  go  beating  fags  for 
the  hell  of  it  because  one  bite  or  ‘dental 
treatment’  can  be  fatal.” 

Another  “Friends”  letter  included  the  line 
“everybody  is  going  to  think  you  are  doing 
this  to  yourself  anyway,  faggots.”  Kate 
Schechter,  a  graduate  student  in 
anthropology,  told  GCN  that  members  of  the 
administration  have  stated  off  the  record  that 
they  believe  the  anti-gay  incidents  are  all 
internal,  that  the  university’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  fabricating  harassment  to 
“connect  issues.” 

“Really  what  they’re  scared  of  is  the 
slippery  slope  down  which  they’ll  inevitably 
be  cast  once  this  non-discriminatory  clause  is 
put  in  place,”  Schechter  said.  “They’re  trying 
to  discredit  all  engagement  around  the  issue 
and  they’re  treating  us  like  silly  fanatics.” 

"They  came  out  with  a  non¬ 
discrimination  statement,  but  educational 
programs  weren't  put  into  place,"  added 
Sarah  Tuohey,  an  academic  advisor  to  the 
college  and  a  member  of  the  Gender  Issues 
Committee.  "  I  think  that  would  have  been 
something  that  would  have  helped 
matters,"  she  said. 

Pro-gay  group  formed 

Students  continue  to  stage  weekly  rallies. 
With  only  one  week  of  classes  remaining  and 
rising  academic  pressures,  however,  students 
are  becoming  both  increasingly  pessimistic 
about  the  possibility  of  positive 
administrative  response  and  less  enthusiastic 
about  organizing  against  the  attacks. 
Attendance  at  the  rallies  has  dropped  in  three 
months  from  several  hundred  to  fewer  than 
40. 

Yet  activist  efforts  continue.  Over  the  past 
few  weeks,  a  group  of  students  and  faculty 
have  formed  a  new  group,  “U.  Queer,” 
which,  according  to  Scott  Mendel,  a  graduate 
student  in  English,  engages  in  “spontaneous 
semi-anonymous  acts  of  disobedience.”  U. 
Queer  recently  tracked  a  line  of  pink 
footprints  in  paint  from  the  administration 
building  to  the  house  of  Hanna  Gray,  the 
president  of  the  university.  U.  Queer  has  also 
posted  letters  and  flyers  designed,  Mendel 
says,  to  “put  enough  queemess  in  the  air  so 
that  people  will  confront  their  homophobia.” 

Many  students  are  worried,  howevCT,  that 
once  the  school  year  ends  and  the  majority  of 
students  leave  the  campus  for  the  summer, 
the  issued  raised  by  these  incidents  will  be 
swept  under  the  rug.  “The  administration  is 
banking  on  enthusiasm  for  this  cause  to 
dwindle  out  and  they’re  probably  right  in  this 
case,”  said  Larvie. 

There  is  also  concern  about  the  safety  of 
the  three  men — all  students  in  the  Division  of 
Biological  Sciences — who  plan  to  continue 
their  work  in  the  campus  laboratories  over 
the  summer.  Murphy  told  GCN  that  one-third 
of  the  student  body  remains  on  campus 
during  the  summer  and  added,  “I  would 
expect  that  the  security  patrols  would 
continue  at  the  usual  level.” 

Schechter  told  GCN  that  the  mailboxes 
used  by  Ross,  Bauer  and  Fuller  are  “still 
unguarded,”  and  described  the  Cummings 
Life  Science  Center,  the  main  laboratory 
classroom  building,  as  “totally  unprotected.” 

“I’m  not  surprised  by  the  level  of  violence 
at  U  of  C,”  Hardy  told  GCN.  “The  level  of 
violence  at  U  of  C  is  consistent  with  what’s 
happening  on  other  campuses  and  in  society 
as  a  whole.” 

— filed  from  New  York 
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of  the  state’s  reputation  for  conservative 
politics. 

“This  vote  was  especially  important 
because  people  don’t  expect  this  kind  of 
news  from  a  Repuolican  state,”  Dobbie  told 
GCN,  “but  we  have  a  solid  pro-choice  group 
of  elected  officials.”  Dobbie  explained  that 
in  New  Hampshire,  “conservative  means 
pro-choice.”  She  said  that,  “There’s  a  strong 
libertarian  view  among  New  Hampshire 
residents  that  says  that  the  government 
shouldn’t  interfere  with  people’s  private  and 
personal  lives.” 

The  Feminist  Majority  Foundation’s 
Jackman  agreed  that  New  Hampshire’s 
Republican  reputation  will  help  further  the 
impact  of  its  vote.  “Support  for  RU-486  is 
coming  not  only  from  a  conservative  state, 
but  also  from  John  Sununu’s  home  state,  and 
a  state  which  holds  a  very  important  place  on 
the  presidential  primary  route,”  said 
Jackman.  Sununu,  the  former  governor  of 
New  Hampshire  and  the  current  chief  of  staff 
under  Bush,  is  well-known  for  his  outspoken 
opposition  to  abortion  rights. 

Jackman  also  said  that  Roussel  Uclaf  has 
shown  a  marked  interest  in  hearing  the 
opinions  of  pro-choice  American  voters  and 
politicians.  “When  we  met  with  the  leaders 
of  Roussel  Uclaf  and  other  [affiliated  U.S. 
pharmaceutical  companies],  they  were  very 
solicitous  of  public  statements  of  support 
from  elected  officials,”  said  Jackman.  “This 
responsiveness  has  helped  formulate  the 
Feminist  Majority’s  political  strategy”  in 
combatting  right-wing  intimidation  tactics. 

New  Hampshire’s  resolution  represents 
one  major  victory  in  a  large  national 
campaign  for  RU-486.  Similar  legislation  is 
pending  in  New  York,  Minnesota  and 
California,  and  the  Feminist  Majority 
Foimdation  is  leading  a  nationwide  effort  to 
educate  the  public  on  the  important  medical 
benefits  of  Ae  drug.  According  to  Jackman, 
her  organization  has  gathered  250,000 
citizen  petitions  and  2000  scientific  petitions 
in  support  of  RU-486  being  made  available 
in  this  country.  New  York  City  Mayor  David 
Dinkins  has  also  written  33  other  mayors 
urging  them  to  sign  a  letter  to  Roussel  Uclaf 
and  Bush  supporting  RU-486  research. 

The  medic^  importance  of  the  pill  extends 
beyond  its  use  as  an  abortion  method. 
Preliminary  research  has  shown  that  RU-486 
may  also  be  effective  in  treating  numerous 
diseases  including  breast  cancer,  Cushing’s 
Syndrome,  brain  tumors  and  endometriosis. 
Scientists  and  other  health  care  advocates 
say  that  the  FDA  ban  and  Roussel  Uclaf’s 
hesitancy  to  market  the  drug  in  the  U.S.  had 
seriously  inhibited,  if  not  completely  halted, 
crucial  research  on  the  drug’s  potential 
benefits. 

Rep.  Ron  Wyden  (D-Ore.)  has  introduced 
a  bill  in  Congress  to  lift  the  FDA  import 
prohibition  on  the  drug.  “The  FDA  can 
institute  an  import  ban  if  a  drug  is  found  to 
be  dangerous  or  if  a  black  market  is  likely  to 
form  around  it,”  said  Steve  Genning,  the 
staff  director  of  Wyden ’s  subcommittee  on 
RU-486.  He  told  GCN,  “We  found  that 
neither  condition  existed  for  RU-486,  and 
that  instead  the  FDA  ban  was  a  political 
action  motivated  by  the  federal  government’s 
desire  to  send  a  nice  message  to  anti¬ 
abortion  people. 

“The  New  Hampshire  vote,  along  with  the 
other  state  and  federal  bills  pending,  sends 
an  important  message  to  elected  officials  in 
Washington  that  people  are  frustrated  with 
the  federal  government’s  inadequate  and 
harmful  response  to  the  new  drug,” 
concluded  Genning.  “A  pro-RU-486 
movement  is  rapidly  developing  in  this 
country,  and  people  are  demanding  that  the 
government  stop  setting  up  political 
roadblocks  and  start  supporting  important 
and  potentially  life-saving  medical 
research,”  he  said.  —filed  from  Boston 
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conciliatory  in  re^xmse  to  GUARD’S  protest 
of  the  raids.  “Within  12  hours,  the  sheriff’s 
department  made  contact  with  GUARD  and 
wanted  to  offer  the  olive  branch,”  said  Pique. 
“We’re  negotiating."  He  added,  “It  is  not  in 
the  sheriff’s  best  intCTest  to  make  this  issue 
affect  his  election.” 

Independent  of  GUARD’S  negotiations, 
Kent  continues  to  prepare  a  class  action  suit 
against  the  Broward  County  Sheriff’s 
department  He  was  unable  to  say  when  the 
suit  will  be  filed  or  what  monetary 
compensation  will  be  sought  for  the  alleged 
damages.  “It  will  involve  hours  of  research 
and  taking  statements,”  Kent  said. 

“There  is  a  real  sense  of  outrage  over 
this,”  said  Pique.  “Perhaps  after  this,  the 
sheriff’s  office  will  start  giving  the  gay 
community  the  basic  respect  we  deserve.” 

— filed  from  Boston 
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of  investigative  cases  just  like  everybody 
else,  and  his  gay  liaison  piosition  will  be  an 
added  duty.” 

Johnston  added,  however,  that  he  believes 
that  Johnson  can  be  a  very  effective  voice  for 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  “As  a  gay 
cop,  Johnson  will  bring  a  very  different 
perspective  to  this  position,”  said  Johnston. 
“Not  only  will  he  help  other  lesbian  and  gay 
cops  deal  with  the  difficulties  of  being  gay 
on  the  force,  but  he  will  also  better 
understand  certain  problems  that  I,  as  a 
straight  man,  could  oidy  empathize  with.” 

The  jury’s  still  out’ 

Johnson’s  appointment  has  been  greeted 
with  cautious  optimism.  Local  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  are  pleased  with  a  gay  police 
liaison,  but  they  say  that  Johnson  must  now 
show  that  he  can  effectively  handle  the  many 
demands  of  his  new  position. 

“We  are  encouraged  by  a  gay 
appointment,  but  now  we  must  ask:  Who  is 
Robert  Johnson  and  will  he  be  an  effective 
advocate  for  our  community?”  questioned 
Cronin.  “Will  he  be  willing  and  able  to  speak 
up  when  he  sees  that  things  aren’t  right?” 

Cronin  said  that  he  believes  that  Johnston 
was  not  fully  supported  by  the  police 
department  because  he  was  a  strong 
advocate  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 
“Johnston  was  vay  vocal  in  our  support,  and 
because  of  this  he  was  often  ‘not  heard’  by 
department  heads,”  said  Cronin,  adding, 
“The  jury  is  still  out  on  how  much  support 
Johnson  now  will  get  It’s  a  situation  where 
we  will  need  to  see  it  to  believe  it” 

Cronin  also  pointed  out  that  Johnson  may 
have  difficulty  balancing  his  different 
personal  and  professional  allegiances. 
“Johnson  is  faced  with  the  problem  of 
competing  interests:  as  a  liaison,  who  does 
he  work  for?”  Cronin  asked.  “From  the 
viewpoint  of  the  higher  ups  in  the  police 
hierarchy,  Johnson  is  there  to  keep  the  gay 
community  in  line  and  quiet  But  we  see  him 
as  being  our  advocate  and  standing  up  for 
our  rights  and  needs,”  said  Cronin.  “Where 
Johnson  comes  down  will  determine  whose 
support  he  gets.  Sometimes  he  won’t  get 
either.” 

Johnson  said  that  he  recognizes  the 
complexities  of  his  position  as  a  gay 
policeman.  “I’m  gay  but  I’m  also  a  jx)lice 
officer,  and  that  latter  part  is  always  going  to 
be  there,”  he  said.  “I  want  to  try  and  help 
both  the  gay  community  and  the  police,  and  1 
expect  this  will  involve  some  juggling.” 

Despite  some  caution  about  the  new 
appointment,  many  gay  activists  feel  that 
Johnson,  as  an  openly  gay  Black  police 
officer,  will  play  an  important  role  in 
breaking  stereotypes  in  a  predominantly 
white  Irish  police  force. 

“Johnson’s  appointment  sends  out  a  very 
important  message  to  people  who  don’t 
know,  and  may  not  want  to  learn,  that  gay 
police  officers,  gay  Black  police  officers, 
and  openly  gay  Black  police  officers  exist,” 
Kevin  Cathcart,  an  attorney  at  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders,  told 
GCN. 

“'This  appointment  brings  out  issues  of 
racism  and  homophobia,  and  Johnson 
challenges  a  lot  of  peoples’  pre  conceptions 
about  gay  people  and  gay  police  officers,” 
concluded  Cathcart,  adding,  “I  congratulate 
him  on  his  job,  but  it  won’t  be  easy.”  □ 

Convicted 
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order  to  personally  lash  out  at  someone. 

'The  ACLU’s  Harlow  pointed  out  that  even 
if  someone  is  guilty  of  violating  the  Missouri 
statute,  the  implications  of  being  convicted 
are  disturbing.  “The  theory  behind  the  law 
sets  up  a  few  HIV-infected  individuals  to  be 
scapegoats  for  the  whole  HIV  problem,”  she 
said. 

Lambda’s  Wolfson  agreed.  “The  statute 
distracts  from  the  real  way  HIV  is 
transmitted,”  said  Wolfson.  “What  are 
needed  are  programs  that  educate,  eliminate 
discrimination  and  establish  systems  of 
support,”  said  Wolfson.  “Legislators  ought  to 
be  writing  these  things  into  laws.” 

Harlow  added  that  the  statute  may 
discourage  people  from  being  tested  for  HIV. 
“It  sets  up  a  pervCTse  incentive  for  people, 
who  may  be  very  sick,  not  to  get  test^,”  she 
said.  “TTiis  will  lead  people  to  continue  to 
unknowingly  ^ead  the  disease.” 

Hull  said  that  ACT  UP/Kansas  City  will 
hold  a  demonstration  June  28  to  protest 
Pope’s  sentencing.  He  said  ACT  UP  plans  to 
direct  lobbying  efforts  to  the  legislature  that 
passed  the  law  in  an  attempt  to  have  it 
revoked.  “It  sets  a  very  dangerous 
precedent,”  said  Hull.  “I  fear  more  states  will 
adopt  similar  laws.”  Twelve  states  currently 
have  laws  that  make  it  illegal  to  knowingly 
infect  someone  with  HIV. 

— filed  from  Boston 
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Glenway  Wescott,  again 

The  appearance  of  these  journals  by  the  three-time  novelist  is  a 
cause  for  interest  and  comment 


ontinual  Lessons:  Thejoumals  of 
lenway  Wescott,  193/ — 1955 

Edited  by  Robert  Phdps  with  Jerry  Roxo 
Farrar  Strous  Groux,  New  York,  1 990. 
f27.95doth.4IOt>p 

Reviewed  by  Mitzel 

oes  having  good  looks  make  it  easier 
for  a  male  novelist  to  become  popular? 
Can  one  Twinkle  one’s  way  to  The 
Top?  After  finishing  the  current  volume 
of  Glenway  Wescott’s  journals,  CorUinual 
Lessons,  these  questions  come  to  mind. 

Glenway  Wescott  was  26  when  he  became 
very  famous  very  quickly  with  the 
publication  of  his  novel  The  Grandmothers 
in  1927.  This  novel  won  the  Harper  Prize  for 
fiction.  To  read  it  today  is  like  wading 
through  concrete.  It’s  wildly  dated  in  the  ’20s 
regional  Lit’ry  Fashion  way,  so  unlike  the 
novels  of  Carl  van  Vechten,  which  25  years 
ago  were  themselves  regarded  as  wildly 
dated  but  that  today  seem  fresh  and  zany  (my 
dear,  they  rUd  scream  in  the  ’20s!). 

But  Wescott  was  a  stunner  to  look  at,  if 
you  like  that  long,  lean  north  Euro-Amerikan 
type,  sensitive  but  not  too  fey.  Others  in  this 
beauty  pageant  at  about  the  same  time  were 
Scott  Fitzgerald  (who,  as  I  age,  doesn’t 
remain  as  handsome  as  he  seemed  when  1 
was  19;  the  Romantic  are  ultimately 
deformed),  Fritz  Prokosch  and  Christopher 
Isherwood.  Prokosch,  another  fair-haired  lad 
from  Wisconsin,  would  win  the  Harper  Prize 
for  fiction  just  a  few  years  later  for  his 
moody  novel.  The  Asiastics. 

Unfortunately  for  us,  Wescott  doesn’t 
write  loo  much  in  these  journal  entries  about 
his  good  looks,  although  he  does  complain 
that  he  thinks  his  cock  too  small — the  good 
Dr.  Kinsey  measured  it — ^but  of  course  that’s 
a  complaint  99  percent  of  all  men  could 
make.  Apparently,  the  oitire  Wescott  family 
was  good-looking,  but  Glenway’s  being  the 
quean  in  the  klan  gave  his  good  looks  an 
added  piquancy.  It  was  a  large  family,  all  of 
vdicmi  seem  to  have  wound  up  living  in  New 


Jersey  on  the  property  of  millionaire  Barbara 
Harrison,  who  was  married  to  Glenway’s 
brother.  Though  Glenway  was  “coupl^” 
with  Mom-oe  Wheeler — they  met  in  1919 
and  stayed  together  till  the  end — ^it  is  Barbara 
Harrison  who  is  at  the  c«iter  of  so  many  of 
these  journal  entries.  Wescott  got  his  first 
impressions  from  Harrison,  meaning  that  she 
published  his  first  little  books  of  poems,  etc., 
when  they  were  in  Paris  in  the  early  ’20s. 
Later  on,  he  relied  on  ho-  for  gifts  and  loans. 
Their  relationship  took  a  sour  turn  in  the  ’40s 
when  Harrison  dove  into  the  fashionable 
(and  pricey)  pool  of  psychoanalysis.  She  got 
brain-washed  by  the  head  docs  that 
homosexuality  was  sick  and  she  leaned  on 
Glenway  to  give  it  up. 

Wescott’s  rep  as  a  writer  is  based  on  three 
novels:  The  Grandmothers,  Pilgrem  Hawk 
(1940),  and  Apartment  in  Athens(1945). 
Though  Wescott  lived  until  1987,  he 
published  no  novels  after  1945.  This  fact 
remains  one  of  the  obscure  puzzles  of  the  life 
on  Lit’ry  Parnassus.  I  have  many  thoughts  on 
this.  Even  though  each  publishing  season 
unloads  on  an  unsuspecting  public  hundreds, 
perhaps  thousands,  of  new  novels  (each  in 
turn  representing  a  thousand  that  were 
rejected),  this  act  of  writing  a  novel  is  a 
fearsome  thing.  The  ability  to  continue  to 
write  novels  is  a  fabulous  gift  or  (as  with 
Maugham)  a  facility  for  word  processing 
(old  style).  Most  scribblers  fail  to  go  any 
distance,  and  this  can  be  particularly  the  case 
if  the  writer  in  question  happens  to  have 
himself  primarily  as  his  subject.  This  was 
Wescoit’s  problem,  as  he  is  candid  in 
admitting.  Having  been  given  only  a  small 
set  of  characters  and  voices  to  shuffle  about, 
a  writer  will  soon  exhaust  the  possibilities. 
Even  with  these  circumscriptions,  a  clever 
writer  (like  Tennessee  Williams  or  even 
David  Plante)  can  squeeze  a  body  of 
Littrachure  from  their  humble  gifts.  For  less 
than  clever  writers,  like  Wescott,  the  well 
runs  dry  and  stays  dry. 

Though  the  appearance  of  these  journals  is 
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Love  bites 


Reviewed  by  Diane  Hamer 

Jewelle  Gomez’s  long-awaited  novel  The 
Gilda  Stories  takes  the  reader  to  an 
unfamiliar  world  of  darkness  and 
shadows.  It  examines  themes  that,  quite 
rightly,  are  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Gilda  is  a  vampire,  but  not  the  kind  we  are 
used  to  with  sharp  teeth.  Gilda  is  a  vampire 
in  a  long  tradition  of  vampires  who  exchange 
life  by  exchanging  blood.  They  don’t  suck 
and  kiU.  Only  the  renegades  or  misfits  of  the 
vampires  choose  to  kill,  make  a  habit  of 
killing.  Gilda  and  her  kind  instead  suck  blood 
and  leave  bdiind  a  sweet  thought,  a  pleasant 
dream  or  a  decision  made.  Vampires  like  her 
can  telepathically  speak  to  each  other  and  the 
mortals  they  choose  to  love. 

The  stories  begin  in  1850  with  a  teenage 
slave  running  away  from  the  plantation.  She 
is  taken  in  by  GUda,  who  raises  her,  gives  her 
her  name,  and  eventually  brings  ha-  into  the 
life.  Here  begins  a  number  of  analogies  to 
gay  life:  curiosity,  initiation,  fear,  acceptance. 
And,  of  course,  forbidden  love.  Readers 
expecting  lurid  or  lusty  sex  scenes  will  be 
disajjpointed;  the  love/sex  scenes  are  short, 
and  centered  around  the  desire  for  exchange, 
whichever  exchange  that  might  be: 

She  moved  from  Gilda 's  ear  down  to 
her  breast,  knowing  words  meant 
little.  Gilda’s  was  a  full  body,  and 
Bird  was  enthralled  by  the  reality  of 
it.  She  sliced  beneath  the  right  breast 
and  watched,  through  the  thick 
darkness,  the  blood  which  stood 
even  thicker  against  Gilda's  dark 
skin.  She  hungrily  drew  the  life 
through  her  parted  lips  into  her  body. 


Jewelle  Gomez's 
vampire  novel 

The  Gilda  Stories 

Jewelle  Comez 
Firebrarxl  Books,  hhoca,  N.Y., 
$9.95  poper,  252pp. 


The  Gilda  Stories  is  a  different  kind  of 


She  ran  her  fingers  gently  over  his 
face  and  neck,  enjoying  the  softness 
of  his  skin....  She  encircled  him  with 
her  arms,  kissing  his  eyes  and 
nose....  She  pressed  her  lips  to  his  in 
a  gesture  that  was  full  of  the 
excitement  she’d  held  inside  for  so 
long....  Then  she  sUced  the  flesh  on 
his  neck,  he  openea  his  eyes  in 
shock  but  did  not  try  to  pull  away. 

These  passages  are  few  and  far  between. 
Gilda,  presumably  one  in  a  long  line  of 
Gildas,  travels  from  place  to  place  making 
few  stops.  The  eight  stops  described  in  the 
book,  spotlighted  like  episodes  in  a  movie, 
are  for  love  (whether  she  actually  takes  her 
newfound  friends  as  lovers  or  not).  They 
include  Eleanor,  a  cruel  and  thoughtless 
vampire;  Aurelia,  a  Southern  widow;  Jules, 


1991 


Novel 


and: 


Continued  on  1 1 


A  surreal  ’90$  Inlimacy 

Mary  Gaitskill's  Two  Girls  Fat  and  Thin 


Two  Girls  Fat  and  Thin 

Mary  GaitskJK 
Poseidon  Press,  N.Y.,  1991 
$18.95  doth 

Reviewed  by  Mary  Dowd 

ary  Gaitskill’s  second  novel.  Two 
Girls  Fat  and  Thin,  is  a  fascinating 
saga  of  two  young  women  meeting 
and  relating  through  their  mutual 
obsession  with  a  super-hero  cult-philosopher 
named  Anna  Granite.  The  fine  line  of 
contemporary  cult/philosophy  becomes  the 
catalyst  for  these  two  women  to  delve  within 
their  own  defensive  shields  that  protect 
childhood  histories  of  neglect,  abandonment 
and  domestic  pathos. 

Through  revisiting  the  character’s 
respective  pasts,  Gaitskill  manages  to 
excavate  their  scarred,  barren  lives,  thirsting 
for  any  kind  of  human  connection.  Within  a 
series  of  often  tragically  comic  vignettes,  she 
skillfully  pulls  the  two  women  through  their 
obsessively  painful  isolation  to  touch  each 
other  with  tenderness  and  compassion, 
incorporating  a  vision  of  lesbian  eroticism. 

Gaitskill’s  portrait  of  Justine  is  gripping. 
Justine  is  an  adolescait  gang  member  driven 
to  raping  her  classmate  in  restrooms  as  well 
as  surrendering  her  skinny  body  to  various 
primitive  monosyllabic  youth  without 
compulsion.  Beyond  adolescent  fantasies, 
she  exists  in  a  bubble  of  contemporary 
suburban  life,  craving  any  kind  of  approvi 
from  her  reluctant  mother.  Gaitskill  dangles  a 
vision  of  uomestic  hell  full  of  pretense  and 
denial. 

Justine’s  world  is  as  suffused  with 
degradation  as  her  peer’s,  pudgy  Dorothy, 
who  is  assailed  by  her  father  in  ni^tly  rituals 


of  corrosive  verbal  attacks  (“You’re  a  good 
reason  for  abortion’’).  Betrayal  is  the  core 
feature  of  both  the  hCToines’  lives.  Justine  is 
assaulted  by  her  family  lies  and  the  cruel 
advances  of  her  favorite  uncle  figure; 
Dorothy  by  her  neanderthal-like  father  who 
pays  sinister  nightly  visits  to  her  bed, 
assuaging  his  violent  needs  in  a  dissociated 
frenzy  of  terror.  Ironically,  it  is  the  same 
betrayal  of  Dorothy’s  innocent  naivet6  by 
Justine’s  written  exposi  of  Granitism  that 
propels  both  women  into  their  eventual 
blissful  union.  At  last  they  are  able  to  relate 
to  each  other  as  contemporaries,  rather  than 
projections  from  their  hellish  past. 

Gaitskill  spares  no  effort  in  portraying  the 
recognition  of  what  sexual  abuse  does  to  the 
personalities  of  her  heroes: 

She  didn’t  argue  with  either  <rf  them 
because  she  didn’t  know  how  to 
explain  that  this  uncomprehended 
attack  of  invasive  sensation  had  not 
felt  like  pleasure  at  all.  But  rather 
like  the  long  claws  of  some 
unknown  aggression  that  had 
gripped  her  organs  and  her  bones 
and  never  quite  let  go. 

Faced  with  such  merciless  onslaughts  on 
their  growing  psyches,  both  women  retreat 
from  the  outer  world:  Justine  into  gang 
violence,  disenchantment  and  sexual 
precociousness;  Dorothy  into  food- 
obsession,  self-hate  and  a  search  for  a  savior 
in  the  form  of  Anna  Granite.  Like  a  true 
gourmet,  Gaitskill  savors  the  reality  of 
Granitism  in  carefully  concocted  scenes  of 
obsequiousness,  intersecting  the  views  of  the 
naicisistic  followers  with  the  desperate  plight 
of  our  heroines,  who  are  barely  hanging  on 
by  a  psychic  thread  in  their  struggle  to 
connect.  □ 
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Slouching  toward  Bethlehem 


Alien  Ginsberg 


Poetry  in  motion 

Time  has  not  quieted  the  spirit  of  Allen  Ginsberg 


Allen  Ginsberg 

Sanders  Theatre,  Harvard  University.  May  9,  1991 

Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

He’s  65  and  proof  that  the  elderly  are 
sometimes  revered  even  here  in  the 
United  States.  He  filled  Sanders 
Theatre  recently,  and  the  ages  of  those 
who  came  to  experiaice  him  were  as  varied 
as  the  probable  reasons  they  came.  He’s  a 
legend,  and  that’s  draw  enough  for  many. 
Some  perhaps  came  because  he  was  The  Poet 
of  their  youth;  some  out  of  curiosity;  some 
because  Allen  Ginsberg  remains  the  hottest 
performing  poet  of  that  small  tribe  of  hot 
performing  poets. 

The  stage  at  Sanders  Theatre  was  set  as  if 
Joni  Mitchell  and  the  late  Mabel  Mercer 
were  going  to  share  a  set:  a  large  sturdy  chair 
with  arms,  a  low  table  with  a  bouquet  of 
spring  flowers.  Though  he  came  out  in  a 


businessman’s  gray  suit,  complete  with  black 
socks  and  black  shoes,  the  flower  child  at  his 
heart  has  not  changed  its  wardrobe.  After 
receiving  a  huge  warm  round  of  applause, 
the  poet  pulled  out  his  faithful  harmonium, 
and  sang  William  Blake’s  “The  TVger”  for 
us.  He’s  known  as  much  for  singing  Blake  by 
now  as  he  is  for  his  own  rambling 
Whitmanesque  lines,  and  Blake  sounded 
wondrous  indeed  in  those  raucous  pipes.  If 
we  were  taught  in  school  that  Blake  was  sort 
of  sweet  and  mystical,  Ginsberg  has  brought 
home  to  us  that  Blake  was  mystical,  true,  but 
in  touch  with  all  the  savagery  and  magic  the 
world  had  and  has  to  offer. 

Ginsberg’s  first  poem  was  a  rollicking 
chant  “Just  Say  No  to  the  CIA,”  which  takes 
Oliver  North  and  George  Bush  for  the  ride 
they  deserve.  It  makes  one  wish  that 
Ginsberg  was  in  town  during  the  height  of 
the  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  when  it  seemed 

Continued  on  page  12 


Dorothy  Allison 


Sex  with  a  drawl 

Dorothy  Allison's  The  Women  Who  Hate  ME 


eroticism. 


Marie  Doty's  new  book  of  poetry 

BETHLEHEM 
IN  BROAD 
D AY  L I C  H  T 

1#  ~  ■ 


POEMS  BY 

MAR  K  DOTY 

Bethlehem  in  Broad  Daylight 

Mark  Doty 

David  R  Godine,  Publisher,  Boston,  1 991 
S  10.95  paper,  76pp. 

Reviewed  by  Chris  Nealon 

he  jacket-flap  schtick  on  the  back  of 
Mark  Doty’s  Bethlehem  in  Broad 
Daylight  says  that  the  book  “is  an 
argument,  in  subtle,  quiet,  and  gently 
elegant  prose,  for  the  paradise  of  the  human.” 
It’s  a  strangely  accurate  assessment  of  the 
volume’s  pleasures.  Doty  has  a  fine  musical 
ear,  so  these  poems  never  stutter,  never  let 
their  thinking  trample  their  rhythm;  and  he 
has  a  keen  sense  of  the  pathos  of  living  as  a 
finite  being,  neither  otherworldly  nor  even 
fantastic. 

A  recurring  motif  in  the  book,  in  fact,  is 
that  of  tawdry  magic,  magic  that  fails.  In 
“Harbor  Lights,”  the  first  poem  in  the 
volume,  the  speaker  remembers  a  sixteen- 
year-old  self  naively  waiting  for  his  bogus 
drugs  to  work,  for  “the  harbor  lights  to  bum,” 
when  the  real  magic  lies  around  the  comer  in 
a  stone  face  that  disappiears  behind  hCT  “glaze 
of  rain.”  The  next  several  poems  repeat  the 
set-up  of  the  adult  looking  back  at  his 
childhood,  to  similar  effect.  “A  Collection  of 
Minerals,”  for  instance,  describes  how  the 
speaker’s  younger  self  grew  disillusioned 
with  the  harmless  little  piece  of  uranium  in 
his  mineral  collection;  “The  Garden  of  the 
Moon”  shows  a  teenaged  Doty  chaperoning  a 
group  of  children  on  a  trip  to  a  slightly 
pathetic  “magic  garden”;  and  “Ararat”  recalls 
the  young  speaker’s  reluctance  to  give  up  a 
seemingly  mystical  golden  Easter  egg  in 
exchange  for  an  Easter  prize. 

The  danger  of  such  poems  is  that  they  will 
condescend,  however  faintly,  to  the  younger 
selves  they  describe.  And  these  poems  do 
linger  a  bit  too  long  on  the  innocence  of 
youth,  coyly  notating,  for  instance,  young 
Doty’s  hopes  that  something  his  uranium 
touches  “might  become  important  or 
gigantic.”  It’s  also  unfortunate,  I  think,  that 
Doty  chose  to  place  all  the  childhood  poems 
next  to  each  other — taken  together,  they 
teeter  on  the  edge  of  being  cute.  What 
usually  protects  them  is  Doty’s  genuine 
belief  in  the  magic  of  human  attention,  his 
belief  that  we  transform  the  world  by 
observing  it  The  statue  in  “Harbor  Lights,” 
does,  after  all,  “[dream]  her  way  out  of  the 
world”  because  of  the  speaker’s  imagination; 
and  having  possessed  the  golden  egg, 
however  briefly,  allows  Doty  to  say  in 
“Ararat”  that  “I  was  Noah,  and  I  was  his 
ark,/and  there  were  two  of  every  animal 
inside  of  me,”  even  as  his  childhood  became 
“an  immense  sheet  of  darkening  water.” 
Especially  in  “Ararat,”  we  are  spared  the 
poet’s  affection  for  his  younger  self  and 
given  instead  the  lovely  questing  of  his  mind 
for  the  means  to  describe  it — a  questing  that 
ignites  my  affection  without  further 
assistance.  The  double  metaphor  of  at  once 
being  Noah  and  his  ark  is  beautifully, 
artlessly  phrased,  and  is  irreducible  enou^ 
to  hover  in  my  vision  long  after  I’m  done 
reading. 

Unfortunately,  Doty  often  domesticates  the 
strangenesses  of  his  adult  life  even  as  he 
transforms  the  tinsel  of  his  childhood.  In 
“The  Ancient  World,”  for  example.  Doty 
describes 


on  his  own  body.  Once  he  said.  When  a  child 

realizes  his  parents  aren't  enough, 

he  turns  to  architecture. 

I  think  I  know  what  he  meant 

What  disappoints  me  about  these  lines  is 
that  they  make  only  a  cursory  attempt  to 
explore  the  mind  that  led  itself  to  the  razor. 
It’s  true  enough,  but  simply  too  easy,  to 
obsCTve  that  the  young  man’s  impulse  had  to 
do  with  more  than  just  death;  and  it’s  way  too 
easy — it’s  smug,  in  fact — to  say,  “I  think  I 
know  what  he  meant”  This  is  the  moment  in 
the  poem  where  I  need  to  be  shown,  not  told, 
that  humans  can  march  over  to  a  sharp  blade 
and  slice  themselves  open  in  the  name  of  a 
plan,  a  design.  A  deeper  poem  would  have 
given  itself  over  to  that  consciousness,  would 
have  generated  its  strangeness  anew  from 
within  the  poet,  and  not  simply  have  reported 
back  on  it. 

Similarly,  in  “A  Box  of  Lilies,”  Doty 
speaks  to  a  friend  who  has  died  about  the 
time  he  received  a  box  of  lilies  by  mistake, 
and  decided  to  keep  them.  It’s  a  wonderful 
incident,  and  it  leads  the  poet  to  the  equally 
wonderful  observation  that  “Maybe  dying’s 
like  being  given/a  box  of  what  will  be 
trumpets.”  The  image  binds  together  with 
absolute  compactness  the  thrill  of 
transformation  and  the  eeriness  of  the 
mistake  that  led  us  to  it;  it’s  a  fantastic,  and 
magical  vision  of  death.  But  the  poem  keeps 
going,  and  turns  disappointingly  after  that 
moment  to  the  poet  himself.  The  last  lines 
concern  themselves  with  Doty’s  dual 
pleasure  each  year  in  the  dormant  and  then 
the  blooming  lilies,  an  only  mildly 
interesting  contradiction.  As  with  the  boy 
who  cut  himself  open,  the  poet  has  gotten  in 
the  way  of  the  poem. 

Which  is  not  to  say  that  there  isn’t  some 
knockout  work  in  this  collection. 
Everywhere  the  volume  is  marked  by  Doty’s 
graceful  intelligence  and  his  sensitivity  to 
rhythm  and  sound — as  when,  in  “An 
Erdiibition  of  Quilts.”  he  refers  to  a  set  of 
fabric  stars  as  a  “perfected  yellow 
firmament.”  And  two  elegies  in  particular  are 
achingly  beautiful:  “Paradise,”  written  for 
James  White,  and  “Tiara.” 

The  second  poem,  “Tiara,”  is  unusual  in 
this  volume  because  it  does  not  revolve 
around  an  image:  there’s  no  golden  egg,  no 
fading  uranium,  no  ark  and  water.  Instead, 
the  poem  picks  up  on  a  phrase  Doty 
overheard  at  his  friend  Peter’s  funeral,  that 
Peter  “asked  for  it”  Peter,  it  seems,  lived  it 
up,  and  some  people  at  his  funeral  want  to 
attribute  his  death  to  his  promiscuity.  The 
poem  turns  on  that  phrase,  wheels  on  it  in 
anger,  building  to  a  climax  that  is  at  once 
tender  and  enraged: 

...  given 

the  world’s  perfectly  turned  shoulders, 
the  deep  hollows  blued  by  longing, 
given  the  irreplaceable  silk 

of  horses  rippling  in  orchards, 
fruit  thundering  and  chiming  down, 
given  the  ordinary  marvels  of  form 

and  gravity,  what  could  he  do, 
what  could  any  of  us  ever  do 
but  ask  for  it? 

Perhaps  more  than  in  any  other  poem  in 
the  book,  the  music  and  the  argument  feed 
each  other  here:  the  clauses  lead  inexorably 
each  to  the  next,  the  repeated  “given” 
heightens  the  tension,  and  the  final  question 
rings  in  the  ear  as  a  break  in  the  rhythm  even 
as  it  slaps  the  faces  of  the  funeral-goers, 
smacks  us  all  back  into  the  knowledge  that 
the  physical  world  is  the  only  thing  we’ve 
got  Here  is  the  “argument”  for  the  “paradise 
of  the  human” — if  we  are  to  be  blamed  for 
luxuriating  in  the  sensual,  sexual  world,  the 
stanzas  say,  is  anyone  going  to  be  above  the 
arm  of  judgment?  The  poem  is  ablaze  on  the 
page. 

Reading  “Tiara,”  which  is  tuned  to  a 
different  emotional  chord  than  many  of  the 
other  p)oems  in  Bethlehem,  actually  helped 
illuminate  the  rest  of  the  book  for  me.  I  think 
once  I  knew  that  Doty  is  willing  to  express 
anger,  even  bitterness,  on  the  page,  I  became 
more  willing  to  accept  the  more  wistful 
poems  in  the  volume  as  part  of  a  larger 
project.  The  more  I  read  the  book,  the  more 
its  pieces  come  back  to  me,  its  quirkier 
phrases — and  they  grow,  in  fact,  quite 
companionably.  Or,  as  Doty  says,  “I  could 
never  remember/so  much  alone.”  □ 


the  women  who  hate  ME. 

Poetry  1980-1990 

Dorothy  Allison 

Firebrand  Books,  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  1991 
$8.95  paper,  69pp. 

Reviewed  by  Wickie  Stamps 

t  San  Francisco’s  1990  OutWrite 
Conference,  one  of  the  speakers  said 
that  “writing  is  going  home.”  There  is 
no  truer  statement  about  the  writings  of 
lesbian  author  Dorothy  Allison.  Her  newest 
book  of  poetry  the  women  who  hate  ME., 
revised  and  expanded  since  its  original 
publication  in  1983,  is  about  going  home — to 
our  agonies,  ecstasies  and  sexual 
complexities. 

In  poems  such  as  “dumpling  child,” 
Allison,  in  rich  descriptive  language,  covers 
her  dirt  poor  Southern  upbringing.  Following 
in  the  steps  of  other  Southern  writers,  she 
soaks  these  images  with  voluptuous 


A  southern  dumpling  child 
biscuit  eater,  tea  sipper 
okra  sheer,  gravy  dipper, 

I  fry  my  potatoes  with  onions 
stew  my  greens  with  pork 

And  ride  my  lover  high  up 

on  the  butterfat  shine  of  her  thighs 

where  her  belly  arches  and  sweetly  tastes 

of  rock  salt  on  watermelon 

sunshine  sharp  teeth  bite  Ught 

and  Uck  slow  like  mama’s 

favorite  dumpling  child. 

All  of  Allison’s  poetry  vibrates  with 
poignant  images.  Some  poems,  such  as 
“upcountry,”  are  filled  with  uncles  in  pickup 
trucks  that  have  “shotguns  point-down  beside 
the  gears”  and  squinty-eyed  neighbors  nosing 
around  comers.  Others,  such  as  “the  women 
who  hate  me,”  splatter  us  with  Dixieland 
bigotry: 

Whitclrash 
no -count 

Continued  on  II 


...  a  half  mad  boy  who  finally  opened  his  arms 

with  a  razor,  not  because  he  wanted  to  die 
but  because  he  wanted  to  design  something  grand 
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women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSEU 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrttus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic. 
Massage,  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston.  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Senrice 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01640 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-lllnV 
comnfls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAVTYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  R 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 


Hingham.  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)2246060 
Serving  Boston.  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
"Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  ol 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  M  A 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  126 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Cenlled  Pubib  Accountani 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcrofi  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWHS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  aub  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Carrbrldgs.  MA02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM 


The  march  of  time 


The  liberated  '50s  sex  drawings  of  George  Quaintance  vs.  the 
closeted  Bruce  Weber  collection 


Weber  photograph 


The  Art  of  George  Quaintance 

George  Quaintance 

Janssen-Verlag,  Berlin  (P.O.  Box  15  OS  01,  D-IOOO 
Berlin  IS.  80) 

$35  paper,  80pp. 

Bear  Pond 

By  Bruce  Weber 
Utde  Brown,  Boston 
$60  doth,  200  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

coking  at  these  two  books — one  a 
reprint  of  paintings  that  are  close  to  half 
a  century  old,  the  other  a  new  volume  of 
photographs  by  an  internationally 
acclaimed  contemporary  artist — one  is 
surprised  not  so  much  by  the  similarities  but 
struck  by  the  differences.  The  men  have  had 
tremendous  influence  on  popular  culture  by 
defining  the  gay  male  erotic  image  of  their 
time:  Grorge  Quaintance 's  work  for  the  gay 
’50s  and  the  early  ’60s,  Bruce  Weber’s  for 
the  ’80s.  While  these  images  are  similar  in 
many  ways,  there  is  a  world  of  difference 
between  both  their  affect  and  ultimately  their 
effect. 

For  the  gay  man  in  the  1950s,  the  art  of 
George  Quaintance  (who  died  in  1957),  was 
perhaps  the  epitome  of  homoerotic 
representation.  His  youthful,  athletic, 
muscular  male  figures  were  featured  on  the 
covers  of  Physique  Pictorial,  Body  Beautiful, 
and  Fizeek  Art  Quarterly,  the  most  available 
queer  pom  of  the  time.  Given  the  sexual 
repressions  of  that  era,  Quaintance’s  men 
were  a  revelation — idealized  images  of 
masculinity  that  were  at  once  incredibly 
innocent  and  sexually  explicit  (although 
cocks  were  always  covered  by  posing  straps, 
falling  leaves,  or  the  oddly  placed  cowboy 
boot). 

Not  that  a  blatant  male  pulchritude  and 
sexuality  were  unknown  at  the  time.  Lookers 
such  as  Alan  Ladd  and  William  Holden  were 
established  on  the  silver  screen;  the  -muscle- 
bound  Victor  Mature  was  always  flexing  his 
pecs  in  Biblical  flicks;  and  James  Dean, 
Monty  Clift  and  Marlon  Brando  were 
beginning  to  weigh  in  as  the  new,  sensitive 
versions  of  the  strong  silent  types  that  had 
occupied  the  position  of  “attractive  male”  in 
the  popular  imagination.  But  Quaintance’s 
men  went  beyond  these  common  stereotypes 
and  presented  a  uniquely  masculine, 
homophilic  image  to  a  gay  male  public 
attempting  to  find  itself  in  the  reigning 
strictures  of  gender  arrangements. 

The  brilliance  of  George  Quaintance’s 
paintings  was  that  he  managed  to  invent  a 
new  image  for  gay  men  by  drawing  from  the 
existing  homo  and  hetero  stereotypes.  The 
prevailing  culture  dictated  that  “real”  men 
had  muscles  and  bulk,  stem  expressions  and 
little  or  no  grace  of  movement  and  that  “non¬ 
men”  were  slight,  slim-hipped,  pretty  and 
swishy.  Quaintance’s  men  combined  the 
most  extreme  aspects  of  both.  The  men  in  his 
art  had  stunning  muscular  definition  and 
shoulders  that  would  have  been  happy  on 
Joan  Crawford.  But  they  also  had  slim  hips,  a 
grace  of  motion,  and  a  studied,  insincere 
poise  that  could  have  only  been  learned  in 
one  of  the  less  expensive  charm  schools. 
While  it  was  commonly  accepted  that  “real 
men”  did  butch  things  like  hunting, 
horseback  riding  and  wrestling,  Quaintance 
placed  his  figures  in  rustic  and  rural  settings 
where  they  scampered  about  like  Nijinski  in 
The  Afternoon  of  the  Faun.  This  was,  in  a 
very  real  way,  the  new  man:  bom  in  reaction 
to  homophobic  stereotype  and  an  idealization 
of  “the  other,”  sprung  fully  grown  from  the 


Quaintance  drawing 


mind  of  a  gay  artist. 

Quaintance  paintings  were  also  an 
outgrowth  of  the  prevailing  gay  male  culture. 
The  “classical  themes” — those  set  in  ancient 
Greece,  Rome  and  Egypt — were  familiar  to 
gay  male  viewers  of  the  ’50s.  Not  only  did 
they  reflect  the  idea  that  there  was  more 
sexual  freedom  in  antiquity  (or  at  least  this 
highly  romantic  dream  of  antiquity),  but  they 
were  also  a  cover — albeit  a  very  flimsy 
one — that  would  allow  these  images  to  be 
labeled  “art.” 

The  homophilic  affinity  to  classical  images 
and  times  is  a  long  one  going  back  to  some 
of  the  earliest  modern  writings  on 
homosexuality — J.A.  Symonds’  A  Problem 
in  Greek  Ethics  in  particular.  The  more  rural 
of  Quaintance’s  art  is  a  response  to  ’50s  gay 
male  fascination  with  the  flight  from 
civilization  and  return  to  the  more  “natural” 
landscape.  He  is  fond  of  western  scenes  with 
outdoor  showers  under  waterfalls  and 
intimate  campfire  tete  a  tetes,  although  all 
the  men  seem  to  fully  appreciate  that 
“camping”  might  have  two  meanings. 

These  flights  from  civilization  appear  in 
many  of  the  pop  and  pulp  fictions  of  the 
period:  the  now  classic  Finestere  and 
Quarterfoil  both  feature  them  as  well  as  the 
1966  camp-pomo  classic  The  Song  of  the 
Loon.  But  this  impulse  was  not  limited  only 
to  the  gay  male  imagination.  Culture  critic 
Leslie  Filler,  in  his  1960  Love  and  Death  in 
the  American  Novel,  detailed  the 
homoeroticism  (both  implicit  and  explicit)  in 
the  great  historical  romances  of  Cooper, 
Melville  and  Mark  Twain.  Quaintance  took 
these  ideas  and  gave  them  a  visual  lyricism 
that  they  had  never  had  before.  While  pre- 
Stonewall  culture  dictated  that  “romance” 
might  never  be  an  option  for  homosexual 
men,  Quaintance  proved  in  painting  after 
painting  and  drawing  after  drawing  that  this 
romance  was  as  possible  for  gay  men  as  for 
heterosexuals. 

One  of  the  most  radical  aspects  of  the 
Quaintance  paintings  is  their  uncompromised 
sexuality.  The  men  are  always  caught  posing 
for  the  viewer  while  looking  at  one  another. 
Most  visual  pornography  exists  for  us,  the 
viewers,  to  savor  the  charms  of  those  being 
viewed;  but  Quaintance’s  work  is  more 
complex.  These  pictures  do  not  simply  invite 
us  to  gaze  at  the  mostly  unclothed  men,  but 
allow  us  to  see  the  men  gazing  at  one 
another.  The  sexuality  and  sexual  interests  of 
the  men  are  all  well  established  within  the 
context  of  the  pictures,  thus  specifically 
situating  and  validating  gay  male  sexuality 
no  matter  whom  the  viewer  might  be. 

The  Art  of  George  Quaintance  reproduces 
many  full-page  paintings  and  most  of  the 
“physique”  magazine  covers  as  they 
appeared  in  the  1950s.  It  also  reproduces 
several  advertisements  for  Quaintance 
pictures,  exhibits  and  other  promotional 
material  of  the  time,  creating  a  real  feel  for 
both  the  period  and  tone  of  his  era. 
Unfortunately,  the  book  is  also  filled  with 
small,  but  not  insignificant  errors. 
Quaintance’s  age  at  his  death  is  given  as  42, 
probably  15  years  too  young.  The  book  also 
implies  that  “George  Quaintance”  was  a 
pseudonym,  a  fact  denied  by  the  artist’s  close 
friends.  The  reproduction  of  “Saturday 
Night”  is  reversed.  The  model  Eduardo’s  real 
name  is  Edwardo;  a  painting  titled  “The 
Crusader”  is  mislabel^  “Crusader.”  These 
are  small  but  notable  mistakes  since  The  Art 
of  George  Quaintance  is  the  only  book  on 
the  artist,  as  well  as  a  gallery  catalogue. 

Although  Quaintance’s  pictures  might  look 
kitschy  and  camp-like  now,  it  is  difficult  to 
Continued  on  page  12 
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HEALING  SERVICE 


Bad  medicine 


Martin  Duberman's  search  for  a  cure  for  his  homosexuality 
makes  for  a  fascinating  book 


Cures:  A  Gay  Man’s  Odyssey. 

Martin  Dubermon 
New  York,  Dutton,  1991 
$19.95  doth,  30Spp. 

Reviewed  by  Mike  Friedman 

he  first  time  I  saw  or  heard  of  Martin 
Duberman  was  in  the  film  Before 
Stonewall,  which  I  saw  while  I  was  a 
young  college  student,  newly  fired  up 
with  queer  radicalism.  In  that  film, 
Duberman  discussed  his  giving  up  a  lover  in 
the  late  ’50s  under  pressure  from  a  therapy 
group.  Cures  is  the  story  of  Duberman’s 
nearly  20-year  quest  to  “cure”  himself  of  his 
homosexuality. 

Though  now  known  primarily  as  a 
playwright  (most  famous  for  his  acclaimed 
1964  play  In  White  America)  and  gay 
activist,  Duberman  is  also  a  well-known 
historian  now  teaching  U.S.  history  and 
lesbian/gay  studies  at  Lehman  College  of  the 
City  University  of  New  York  (CUNY)  and 
the  CUNY  Graduate  Center.  As  a  historian, 
Duberman  is  best  known  for  his  biographies 
of  Charles  Francis  Adams,  James  Russell 
Lowell  and  Paul  Robeson. 

Growing  up  in  an  upwardly  mobile, 
working-class  Jewish  family  in  New  York  in 
the  1940s,  Duberman’s  first  encounter  with  a 
“cure”  for  his  homosexuality  came  in  1948, 
in  a  palm  reader’s  tent  at  the  Calgary 
Stampede  rodeo.  After  overcoming  his  initial 
suspicion  of  the  psychic,  Duberman  quickly 
fell  under  the  spell  of  her  soothing  and 
perceptive  words,  as  he  did  with  each  of  his 
therapi.sts.  The  constant  theme  from  all  of  the 
“curers”  is  radical  change,  though  none  so 
radical  as  the  Gypsy  woman’s  insistence  that 
young  Martin  run  away  and  live  with  her  and 
her  family. 

Part  of  the  problem,  it  would  seem,  was 
that  Duberman  didn’t  fit  the  1940s  stereotype 
of  what  a  “faggot”  was.  Athletic  and  good- 
looking,  he  was  a  popular  boy.  Describing 
his  early  awareness  of  his  homosexuality, 
and  that  he  felt  he  was  a  “stunted  human 
being,”  Duberman  mentions  seeing  a  Life 
magazine  gallery  of  criminals,  and  being 
shocked  and  ashamed  that  the  one  labeled 
“the  homosexual”  looks  exactly  like  him,  a 
pretty,  young  blond  boy. 

Arriving  at  Yale  shortly  after  his  encounter 
with  the  Gypsy  woman  in  Calgary,  he 
quickly  discovered  where  the  gay  cruising 
spots  were.  Alerted  by  a  fellow  student, 
Duberman  is  told  to  avoid  the  Green — the 
large  downtown  park  next  to  the  Yale 
campus — at  night.  This  was  a  story  I  could 
readily  empathize  with,  as  I  found  the  same 
information  out  while  an  undergraduate 
because  a  shocked  woman  friend  told  me 
about  a  park  where  men  had  sex  in  public. 
Quel  horreur! 

Eventually,  Duberman  found  his  way  to 
the  Green  (don’t  we  all?),  but  only  managed 
to  have  sex  twice  during  his  entire  four  years 
at  Yale.  Both  times  involved  getting  drunk 
before  and  immense  shame  after.  But, 
establishing  a  pattern  he  acknowledges  later 
in  the  book  as  a  lifelong  issue,  Duberman 


graduated  Phi  Beta  Kappa  from  Yale  at  the 
top  of  the  class,  thus  managing  to  sublimate 
all  of  his  sex  drive  into  working. 

Duberman’s  full-fledged  entry  into  the  gay 
world  came  in  Boston,  while  he  was  a 
graduate  student  at  Harvard.  Stumbling  upon 
the  two  gay  bars  in  the  city  then  (the 
Napoleon  Club,  still  in  operation,  and  the 
Punch  Bowl),  he  met  a  lifelong  friend  and  his 
first  lover.  Several  times,  Duberman 
describes  conversations  he  has  with  “Ray” 
(presumably  to  ensure  their  privacy, 
Duberman  has  used  only  fictitious  first 
names  for  most  of  the  people  described  in 
Cures),  a  fellow  Harvard  graduate  student 
that  he  met  on  his  first  trip  to  the  Napoleon 
Club,  about  how  homosexuals  cannot  form 
lasting  relationships.  But  in  parroting  the 
standard  psychobabble  of  the  time,  they 
neglected  to  consider  their  own  long  and 
intense  friendship  as  anything  other  than 
routine. 

Duberman’s  three-year-long  relationship 
with  “Larry”  was  also  anything  but  routine. 
AftCT  meeting  in  1953,  the  pair  maintained  a 
monogamous  relationship  for  the  first  two 
years  they  were  together.  Discussing  this 
issue,  Duberman  says  “we  were  under 
several  spells,  the  mainstream  American 
injunction  to  be  faithful,  love  and  the  fear  of 
losing  love.”  His  circle  of  fellow  gay 
graduate  students  also  warned  them  they 
would  “be  utter  ingrates  if  they  ever  did 
anything  to  jeopardize  their  good  fortune” 
(italics  in  original).  But  differences  of  class 
and  the  pressures  of  trying  to  maintain  a 
relationship  under  difficult  circumstances 
took  their  toll,  and  Martin  and  Larry  split  up 
in  1956. 

By  this  time,  Duberman  was  seeing  the 
first  in  a  series  of  therapists  who,  like  all  the 
others,  told  him  that  he  would  have  to  give 
up  his  relationship  with  Larry  in  order  to 
“progress”  in  therapy.  In  discussing  his  initial 
contact  with  therapy,  Duberman  also 
describes  the  work  of  Dr.  Evelyn  Hooker, 
whose  groundbreaking  studies  of  well- 
adjusted  gay  men  were  a  shock  to  the 
psychotherapeutic  community  of  the  time. 
Duberman’s  provision  of  a  context  to  the 
reader  helps  to  underscore  the  almost  total 
lack  of  validation  gay  men  and  lesbians 
received  during  that  time.  Hooker’s  work 
was  important,  in  part,  because  she  looked  at 
gay  men  who  wo-e  not  in  therapy,  while  most 
other  literature  published  about  homosexuals 
at  the  time  looked  solely  at  i>eople  who  were 
in  therapy. 

This  distinction  is  important  because,  as 
Duberman  points  out,  the  subjects  Hooker 
was  writing  about  were  not  self-selected 
“sick”  people,  but  gay  men  who  were 
functioning  comparatively  well  in  their 
communities.  Unfortunately  for  most  gay 
men  at  the  time.  Hooker’s  theories  were  not 
in  the  mainstream  of  psychological  thought 
at  the  time.  Indeed,  Duberman  notes  that  he 
didn’t  hear  of  Hooker’s  work  until  the  late 
1960s,  by  which  time  he  had  been  in  therapy 
for  over  10  years. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  famly  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  cfraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

May  28, 1991  •  7:30  PM 
St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church 

46  Middle  Street  •  Gloucester,  MA 

Sponsored  by  Ecumenical 
Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 

(617)  628-7665 


GCN  is  waiting  for  you  to 

CLASSIFY 
YOUR  LOVE 

What  are  you  waiting  for? 

Try  a  GCN  Personal  ad. 
Turn  to  page  17  and  fill  out 
our  easy  to  use  form. 
You'll  be  glad  you  did. 


1991  PRIDE  DAYS 


Baltimore . Jtmo  3 

Boston . June  8 

Clnclrtncrtl . June  1-9 

Denver . June  30 

Detroit . June  22 

Durham,  NC . June  30 

Grand  Rapids . June  9 

Hartford . June  15 

Honolulu . June  14-30 

Houston . June  14-23 

Indianapolis . June  29 

Kansas  Ctty . June  22 

Los  Angeles . June  23 

Madison,  WI . September  14 

Morin  County,  CA. . Jur»  23 

Memphis . June  22 

Mlnneapolls/St.  Paul . June  22/23 

Montreal . June  22 

New  Orleans . June  29/30 

New  York . June  30 

Omaha,  NE . June  30 

Orange  County,  CA . August  17/18 

Palm  Springs . July  6/7 

Phoenix . June  2 

Providence,  RI . June  15 

Portlarxl,  OR . June  22 

Rochester,  NY . June  29 

Rockford,  IL . June  29 

Sacramento . June  15 

San  Diego . July  20/21 

San  Frarxrlsco . June  30 

San  Jose . June  8/9 

Santa  Cruz . June  1-9 

Seattle . June  30 

St.  Louis . June  30 

Toronto . June  24 

Vancouver . June  26 

Washington,  DC . June  23 

Wichita . June  16-23 


— Reprinted  with  permission  from 
The  Guide  and  the  International  Association 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Coordinators. 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBUC  ACCOUNTANT 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  /\ssociates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  praaices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  ‘02120 
John  Hosken  (617)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRAaiNG, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Gay  Men  &  Sex  In  Boston: 
What  Are  We  Doing? 

Forum  to  discuss 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee’s 
"Survey  of  Gay  Bisexual  Men" 


SURVEY 


What  we  know  vs.  we  do 
Reasons  for  unsafe  sex 

Unsafe  anal  sex:  among  HIV*  &  HIV-f  gay  men  * 
Federal  policy,  funding  restrictions  Sc  our  lives 
What  this  means  for  you  # 


Tuesday,  June  4,  1991 
6:30-8:30  PM 
Boston  Public  Library 

Rabb  Auditorium 
666  Boylston  Street.  Boston 


Panelists: 

Michael  Cronin 
ACT  UP  and  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance, 
Belinda  Rochelle  ^ 

Health  Issues  Lobbyist.  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  , 
Jack  Vondras 
Manager  of  Community  Education, 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee  , 
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Moderator: 

Jim  Brlnnlng 
Gay  Male  Health  Educator, 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee  ' 


sponsored  by  the  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee 
For  more  information  call:  " 
(617)  437'6200.  ext.  499 
IFree  admission.  E^reiyone  , 
welcome!'  ''"Si; 
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At  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  primary  health  care  means  we  offer  you 
general,  ongoing  health  care  all  under  one  roof.  Medical,  mental  health  and 

counseling,  holistic, 
and  substance  abuse 
treatment  services  are  all  here.  And  every  time  you  visit,  you'll  work  with  the 
same  team  of  health  care  providers  who  are  sensitive  to  the  concerns  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 


What  Is  Primary  Health  Care? 


Our  services  include: 


•  Routine  Medical  Care  and 
Physical  Examinations 

•  Preventive  Health  Care 

•  Management  of  Chronic  Illnesses 

•  HIV  Care 

•  Screening  and  Management  for 
Hypertension,  Cholesterol,  and 
Diabetes 


•  Breast  Exams 

•  Pap  Smears 

•  Gynecological  Care 

•  Chiropractic  Care 

•  Nutrition  Evaluation 

•  Stress  Management 

•  STD  Diagnosis  and 
Treatment 


At  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  we  have  the  resources  to  help  you  live  a 
healthier  life.  Visit  us  at  our  beautiful  new  offices  —  New  England's  only 
freestanding  facility  dedicated  to  providing 
our  community  with  affordable,  quality 
health  care.  Give  us  a  call  at:  (617)  267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Havilar>d  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
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Gilda  Stories 
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an  intellectual  in  the  New  York  theater 
world;  and  Effie,  an  ’80s  lesbian  who  is  also 
a  vampire  and  older  than  Gilda  herself.  Some 
of  her  lovers  enter  the  life,  some  do  not. 
Through  her  many  lifetimes,  from  1850  to 
the  early  21st  century,  Gilda  rarely  loses  her 
heart. 

Instead,  Gilda  remains  aloof,  fearful  of 
bringing  into  the  life  someone  who  isn’t 
ready.  She  is  always  seeking  someone  who 
has  both  something  to  learn  from  and  to  give 
to  immortality.  She  is  lonely,  especially  for 
Bird,  her  first  “exchange"  who  disappeared 
early,  only  to  return  100  years  later.  The 
examination  of  solitude  that  Gomez  gives  is 
revealing;  the  stretch  of  time  we  all  cover  is 
ours  to  spend  however  we  see  fit.  The 
passing  on  of  vampire  tradition  is  much  like 
the  rituals  and  words  and  fim  and  gags  we 
learn  from  our  lovers;  we  pass  on  phrases, 
ideas  and  desires  creating  a  community  of 
lovers  with  lessons  flowing  one  to  the  other. 

The  Gilda  Stories  is  about  family,  the 
creation  of  a  family  of  choice.  It  is  about 
continually  re-creating  ourselves  while 
carrying  our  individual  histories  with  us  all 
the  time.  Gilda’s  family  consists  of  Anthony 
and  Sorel,  a  committed  gay  couple  who  are 
sophisticated,  well-travelled,  caring  and 
loyal;  Bird,  a  Native  American  who  leaves 
Gilda  but  is  never  out  of  her  thoughts  (and 
who  finally  returns);  and  Jules,  Effie  and 
Ermis,  the  newest  members.  They  all  join 
together  in  the  end,  in  an  apocalyptic  future 
wheat  Vampires  are  being  hunted  to  the  final 
death. 

This  is  a  novel  of  adventure  stories  told  in 
a  quiet  fashion.  Some  of  the  language  is 
stilted,  archaic,  and  yet  many  passages  are 
lyrical — written  with  a  poet’s  voice  and 
meant  to  be  read  aloud.  'The  best  sections  are 
the  contemporary  ones,  from  the  mid-20th 
century.  Some  sections  seemed  more  hurried 
than  others  and  many  characters  cry  out  for 
further  development,  but  within  the  context 
of  the  themes  explored — solitude,  family, 
love  and  bonding — ^these  flaws  are  small.  We 
have  something  very  special  to  look  forward 
to  if  Jewelle  Gomez  continues  to  explore  the 
themes  of  The  Gilda  Stories  in  her  future 
work.  □ 

Drawl 
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'  bastard  -  ■' 

mean-eyed 
garbage-mouth 
cuntsucker 
cuntsucker 

no  good  to  anybody,  never  did 
diddlyshit  anyway. 

The  book — dedicated  to  Allison’s  “mama” 
who  recently  died — eulogizes  the  women  in 
her  family  and  her  community  who  stood 
strong  against  Southern  poverty  and  male 
rage.  But  Allison  moves  farther  than  male 
violence.  In  poems  such  as  “the  women  who 
hate  me,”  she  paddles  into  the  backwaters  of 
female  cruelty — a  heretofore  taboo  subject  in 
lesbian  literature. 

I  am  not  so  sure  anymore  of  the  difference. 

I  do  not  believe  anymore  in  the  natural  superiority 
of  the  lesbian,  the  difference  between  my  sisters  and  me. 

Fact  is,  for  all  I  tell  my  sisters 
1  turned  out  terrific  at  it  myself 
sucking  cunt,  stroking  ego,  provoking 
manipulating,  comforting,  keeping. 

Plotting  my  life  around  mothering 
other  women’s  desperation 
the  way  my  sisters 
build  their  lives 
around  their  men. 

Till  I  found  myself  sitting  at  the  kitchen  table 
shanered  glass,  blood  in  my  lap  and  her 
the  good  one  with  her  stem  insistence 
just  standing  there  wanting  me 
to  explain  it  to  her  save  her  from  being 
alone  with  herself. 

Allison’s  works  are  pregnant  with  the 
often-unspoken  complexities  of  lesbian 
sexuality.  In  “we  make  love”  she  unveils  the 
complicity  between  lesbian  lust  and  lesbian 
game-playing;  in  “whai  i  drink  i  become  the 
joy  of  faggots”  she  lays  open  the  sexual 
desires  that  can  rest  between  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Again,  in  “she  plays  it  tight” 
Allison  bears  witness  to  gender-blur 
lesbians: 

A  woman  I  love 
really  thinks  she  can 
make  herself 
a  boy 

a  lean-hipped 
hard -eyed 
cold-heaned 
piece  of 
rough  trade, 
she  plays  it  tight 
to  her  knucklebones 
her  line  of 
hip  to  knee 
lo  dark -edged 
um  and  knuckle 
under. 

She  is  the  only  boy 
in  a  girl  body 
west  of  Hudson 
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never  notices  how 
the  girls  in  boy  bodies 
mock  her  moves 
hate  her 
for  what  she 
doesn't  value 
the  girl  body 
starved  to 
boy. 

Even  if  you  have  the  original  copy  of  this 
slim  collection,  the  second  edition  is  worth 
getting  just  to  read  the  new  poem  “boston, 
massachusetts”  about  the  senseless  and 
brutal  killing  of  a  lesbian,  the  women  who 
hate  ME.  is  way  ahead  of  its  time.  Allison, 
who  wrote  Trash,  and  “Private  Rituals,’’  a 
short  story  in  the  High  Risk  anthology,  is  one 
of  a  new  breed  of  lesbian  writers  who  refuse 
to  sleep  with  simplistic  or  acceptable  notions 
of  relations  among  women.  With  the 
doggedness  of  a  coon  hound,  she  points  to 
what  we  don’t  want  to  see.  She  says  what  we 
don’t  hear.  The  pages  are  filled  with  the 
gnashing  of  teeth  and  the  sucking  of 
breasts — often  within  the  same  moment. 
Perhaps  her  own  words  in  “we  all  nourish 
truth  with  our  tongues"  say  it  best: 

I  am  saying  that  the  world  is  wider 
than  anyone  thought  the  women 
far  more  important  their  true  voices, 
the  real  event  of  their  lives 
not  cleaned  up  not  lied  about 

stark  dirty  and  hard.  □ 

Wescott 
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a  cause  for  intCTest  and  comment,  I  think  it  is 
important  to  note  not  only  what  Wescott 
observes  but  what  is  excluded.  Wescott  is 
brilliant  at  detailing  the  intricate  sociogram 
of  gay  life  among  his  circle  of  friends  in  the 
’30s  and  ’40s.  What  is  missing  is  any  sense 
that  Wescott  was  seeing,  much  less 
participating  in,  the  tumultuous  events  of  his 
time.  Nary  a  trace.  This  removal  from  the 
world  of  events  is  rather  frightening,  even  if, 
unfortunately,  not  uncharacteristic  of  a 
certain  type  of  distancing  gay  writer.  Wescott 
seems  to  possess  all  of  the  injuries  and 
deficiencies  of  his  class,  and  living  off  a 
millionaire  analysand  seemed  to  maintain 
considerable  damage.  Perhaps  some 
forthcoming  biographer  will  more  fully 
explain.  After  all,  journal-writing  of  this 
type — unusually  intense  belly-button 
watching  (the  manner,  for  example,  of  so 
much  of  Ned  Rorem’s  diaries) — is  and  can 
be  only  so  interesting.  Mirror,  mirror  on  the 
wall;  do  us  a  favor  and  take  a  fall.  The 
saddest  evaluation  of  Wescott’s  life  is  that, 
yes,  Literature-Making  is  just  another  ghetto. 

I  have  heard  the  rumors  of  Wescott’s 
generally  conservative  biases  and  tastes.  To 
his  credit,  he  labored  for  years  with  the 
National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters  and  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters,  in 
times  when  there  were  few,  if  any, 
government-funded  programs  for  writers. 
These  toney  groups  can  be  fairly  criticized 
for  being  as  clubbish  and  self-regarding  as 
any  group  of  artistic  types  will  normally 
become  when  you  let  them  set  up  their  own 
rules.  And  Glenway  seems  to  have  spent  too 
much  time  getting  money  for  Katherine 
Anne  Porter,  a  great  ink-blot  in  the  skein  of 
those  Amerikan  Letters. 

This  book  is  welcome  in  that  it  saves 
Glenway  Wescott  from  disappearing 
altogether.  The  chief  revelation  (Jlenway 
offers  about  himself  is  his  half-assed  failure, 
caused  by  limiting  himself  unnecessarily. 
Life,  long  or  short,  offers  more. 

Recently,  I  asked  Gore  Vidal  if  he  had 
read  the  Wescott  journals.  Gore  said  he  had 
looked  through  them  cursorily.  Then,  after  a 
pause,  he  noted:  “Isherwood’s  comment  on 
Wescott  was  the  most  exact.  ‘Not  only  was 
Glenway  an  old  bag,  he  was  an  old  beaded 
bag.’”  □ 

Gay  and  Lesbian 
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Ginsberg 

Continued  from  page  8 

that  everybody  was  out  buying  yellow 
ribbons.  Ginsberg  told  us  what  to  do  with  the 
ribbons  and  the  “oily  old  flag.” 

For  many  years  Ginsberg  smoked  tobacco, 
but  now  he  eschews  it  with  a  vengeance, 
associating  it  mainly  with  Senator  Jesse 
Helms.  Accompanying  himself  with  the 
most  annoying  percussive  instrument  I  have 
ever  heard,  Ginsberg  did  a  long  poem/song 
called  “Don’t  Smoke,”  (at  least  not  tobacco), 
after  reminding  us  that  there  are  15  or  20 
thousand  deaths  due  to  heroin  and  crack  a 
year,  but  400  thousand  deaths  annually  due 
to  tobacco  consumption. 

From  that  point,  Ginsberg  embarked  on  a 
chronologically  organized  tour.  He  was 
nourished  by  his  recent  collaboration  on  an 
opera  Hydrogen  Jukebox,  his  poems  set  to 
music  by  Philip  Glass,  and  much  of  what  he 
read  us  was  used  in  that  work.  He  did  the 
marvelous  “Pull  My  Daisy,”  complete  with 
the  lines  “Whore  my  door/beat  my  boor/eat 
my  snake  of  fool/Craze  my  hair/bare  my 
poor/asshole  shorn  of  wool,”  a  1949 
collaboration  between  him.  Jack  Kerouac 
and  Neal  Cassady. 

The  first  part  of  the  program,  which  lasted 
over  an  hour,  ended  with  a  large  chunk  of  his 
1971  “September  on  Jessore  Road.” 
Ginsberg  said  he  wrote  this  poem  because  he 
was  touring  with  Bob  Dylan,  and  wanted  to 
write  something  “worthy  of  him.”  So  he 
stayed  up  all  night  working  on  this  epic 
meditation  on  misCTy:  “Millions  of  fathers  in 
rain/Millions  of  mothers  in  pain/Millions  of 
brothers  in  woe/Millions  of  sisters  nowhere 
to  go/One  Million  aunts  are  dying  for 
bread/One  Million  uncles  lamenting  the 
dead/Grandfather  millions  homeless  and 
sad/Grandmother  millions  silently  mad.”  It 
made  one  wonder  what  Dylan  wrote  to  keep 
himself  worthy  of  traveling  with  Ginsberg. 

Ginsberg  has  always  been  the  bravest 
reader  of  my  experience.  It  is  not  very 
difficult  reading  a  poem  about  one’s  own 
asshole  to  a  gay  crowd  in  a  gay  space,  but 
Ginsberg  has  never  noticeably  adjusted  his 
repertoire  to  his  audience.  In  the  early  1970s, 
I  watched  an  auditorium  empty  as  Ginsberg 
read  his  unbelievably  erotic  masterpiece 
“Please  Master”  to  the  women  students  of 
the  now  defunct  Bennett  College  in 
Millbrook,  New  York.  At  an  early-’80s 
workshop  in  the  library  of  Harvard’s  Dunster 
House,  I  heard  the  SRO  crowd  fall  silent  as  a 
young  student  asked  Ginsberg,  “What  is  the 
meaning  of  this  ‘first  thought  best  thought’ 
phrase  you  use?”  and  Ginsberg  rqjlied,  “If  I 
see  a  boy  with  a  big  cock  I  write  in  my 
notebook,  ‘boy  with  a  big  cock.’  Anything 
else  would  be  a  waste  of  my  time.”  Well, 
time  has  not  withered  his  variety  or  quieted 
his  spirit.  At  Sanders  Theatre  he  read  his 
poem  “Sphincter,”  which  includes  the  lines; 
“active,  eager,  receptive  to  phallus/coke 
bottle,  candle,  carrot/banana  &  fingers — 
/Now  AIDS  makes  it  shy,  but  still/eager  to 
serve — /out  with  the  dumps,  in  with  the 
/orgasmic  friend — ^/Still  rubbery  muscular 
/unashamed  wide  opened  for  Joy.” 

And  the  crowd  clapped  as  hard  as  it  did 
for  the  no  smoking  poem  or  the  Blake  songs. 
How  does  he  do  it?  □ 

Cures 
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When  he  arrived  back  at  Yale  in  1957  to 
take  his  first  teaching  job,  Duberman  was 
depressed,  had  acquired  an  ulcer  and  “taken 
the  veil.”  Although  there  were  several  gay 
bars  in  New  Haven  at  the  time,  the  prospect 
of  having  his  career  mined  by  accusations  of 
being  queer  made  it  too  risky  to  venture  ouL 
One  friend  of  Duberman ’s,  another  young 
faculty  member,  was  forced  out  of  his  job 
after  a  studoit  accused  him  of  being  queer. 

So  Duberman  went  back  into  therapy  in 
New  Haven,  while  at  the  same  time 
discovering  the  pleasures  of  the  bars  and 
baths  of  New  York,  only  75  miles  away. 
Once  again,  his  new  therapist  told  him  that 
he  could  change,  but  that  he  he  must 
“greatly  want  that  change.”  Though  skeptical 
that  he  could  change,  Duberman  still  had 
complete  faith  in  the  therapist’s  assumption 
that  he  was  “sick,”  and  in  order  to  render 
himself  “well,”  he  had  to  become 
heterosexual. 

After  a  10-month  long  affair  with  “Billy,” 
whom  he  met  on  Fire  Island  in  1958,  his 
therapist  gave  him  an  ultimatum  that  he 
would  have  to  see  “the  futility  of  investing 
my  hopes  for  sustained  intimacy  in  a 
homosexual  relationship.”  In  his  diary 
entries  discussing  the  therapist’s  ultimatum, 
Duberman  had  his  first  iidcling  that  there 
might  be  another  way: 

I’ve  never  auempted  whal  possibly 
could  be  a  satisfactory  homosexual 
adjustment  because  I’ve  never  been 


sure  that  I  had  to  settle  for  that.  If  I 
once  decided  that  I  was 
unwilling — perhaps  unable — to  give 
up  my  drives  and  go  through  the 
prolonged  agony  of  a  “conversion,” 
then  I  would  be  forced  to  accept  my 
condition  and  make  the  best  of  it. 

Once  the  frame  was  definitely 
established,  1  could  work  within  it 
toward  a  reasonable  adjustment 

But  even  with  these  first  thoughts  of 
rebellion,  came  Duberman’s  capitulation  to 
being  “cured.”  He  stayed  in  therapy,  and 
entered  a  period  of  enforced  celibacy,  which 
his  therapist  dubiously  announced  was  the 
first  st^  on  the  road  to  being  cured. 

Much  of  the  rest  of  Cures  is  taken  up  with 
a  discussion  of  Duberman’s  blossoming 
political  activism,  which  took  a  decidedly 
leftist  bent,  especially  when  contrasted  with 
the  conservatism  of  Princeton,  where  he  was 
teaching  at  the  time.  He  also  meticulously 
details  his  foray  into  group  therapy  with  a 
manipulative  therapist,  “Karl.”  Contrary  to 
Duberman’s  other  therapists,  Karl  didn’t 
condemn  him  for  having  sex,  but  told  him 
“Rome  wasn’t  built  in  a  day.”  Change  would 
come  over  time,  he  was  told.  After  several 
years  in  therapy  with  the  same  group, 
though,  Duberman  had  a  breakthrough,  but 
not  the  kind  that  his  therapists  had  in  mind. 

The  riots  at  New  York’s  Stonewall  Inn  in 
1969,  and  their  aftermath,  had  a  profound 
impact  on  Duberman.  While  noting  that  it 
was  a  favorite  hangout  of  his,  he  doesn’t 
claim  to  have  beai  there  on  the  fateful  night 
of  the  first  riot.  Rather,  he  admits  to  being 
frightened  of  the  implications  of  the  riots  and 
the  call  for  “gay  pride”  that  came  shortly 
thereafter.  Duberman  didn’t  finally  come  out 
until  1972,  during  a  debate  with  the  well- 
known  psychologist  Irving  Beiber,  a  leading 
proponent  of  the  “homosexuality  as  mental 
illness”  theory.  The  book  ends  in  1973, 
following  the  toeakup  of  the  Gay  Academic 
Union,  of  which  Duberman  was  a  founding 
mranber. 

Cures  is  a  well-written  and  compelling 
book.  While  it  is  frightening  in  its  depiction 
of  the  supposedly  enlightened  science  of 
psychotherapy  in  the  1950s  and  1960s,  it 
altogether  lacks  bitterness.  Although  at  times 
the  modem  reader  might  want  to  throw  up 
his/her  hands  at  Duberman’s  seemingly 
endless  faith  in  psychotherapists  and  their 
“healing,”  Cures  gives  us  a  good  portrait  of 
someone  who  managed  to  make  it  through  as 
an  intact  personality,  with  some  good 
insights  into  the  thought  processes  of  an 
intelligent  man  struggling  with  his  sexuality 
against  the  almost  unremittingly  hostile 
environment  of  the  U.S.  in  the  ’50s  and  ’60s. 

At  times,  though,  Duberman’s  self- 
obsessing  becomes  a  bit  much  to  take. 
Several  times  while  reading  Cures,  I  wanted 
to  skip  over  his  somewhat  self-indulgent  and 
long-winded  Freudian  analysis  of  himself 
and  others.  Also,  the  rather  tedious  listing  of 
all  the  drugs  he  did  in  the  early  1970s 
doesn’t  quite  fit  with  the  tenor  of  the  book. 
Duberman  seems  to  feel  that  he  has  to  “tell 
all,”  rather  than  simply  concentrate  on  the 
important  events.  Those,  though,  are  minor 
criticisms.  Cures  is  a  fascinating  and 
important  work,  a  compelling  snapshot  of  a 
time  and  place  to  which,  one  hopes,  we  will 
never  return.  □ 

Time 
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page  through  The  Art  of  George  Quaintance 
and  not  be  moved.  /Although  full  color, 
glossy,  easy-to-buy  gay  male  pom  has  been 
available  for  nearly  20  years  now  (making  it 
easy  to  forget  that  not  long  ago  accessibility 
to  such  images  was,  literally,  unthinkable),  it 
is  important  to  remember  a  time  when 
drawing  and  buying  pictures  like  those  by 
George  Quaintance  were  acts  of  bravery. 
Given  the  constraints  of  the  time, 
Quaintance’s  art  was  extraordinarily  daring 
and  out,  an  open  celebration  of  gay  sexuality, 
a  political  as  well  as  a  cultural  achievement. 

Turning  from  The  Art  of  George 
Quaintance  to  Bear  Pond,  Bruce  Weber’s 
new  collection  of  photographs,  it  is  hard  not 
to  notice  the  similarities  in  subject  matter. 
Weber,  who  garnered  a  huge  reputation  for 
himself  first  as  a  fashion  photographer  and 
now  as  a  fine  arts  photographer,  has  been 
extremely  influential  in  shaping 
contemporary  standards  for  male  beauty.  It 
was  his  aesthetic  that  provided  us  with  the 
original  Calvin  Klein  ads — those  classically 
sculpted,  brooding,  solitary  icons  who  stared 
out  intense  and  sexual  from  glossy  magazine 
ads  and  made  us  wish  that  Mr.  Klein  had 
never  invented  his  briefs.  The  Klein  ads  were 
so  influential  that  soon  the  Bruce  Weber  look 
was  everywhere.  It  was  only  a  matter  of  time 
before  advertising  fashions  would  make  its 
way  to  being  a  fashionable  coffee  table  book. 

Weber’s  first  book,  Bruce  Weber,  was 
released  in  1983,  and  while  it  was  beautifully 
Continued  on  page  13 
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designed  and  produced,  it  showed  no  real 
artistic  growth.  There  were  seven  sections 
sporting  tides  like  “Brothers,”  “Lifeguards” 
and  “On  Leave  in  Waikiki.”  The  entire  book 
was  a  hynui  not  only  to  the  male  body  but  to 
a  very  specific  sort  of  maleness.  With  the 
exception  of  a  portfolio  of  Matt  Dillon 
shots — the  young  star’s  sensitivity  glows 
through  like  that  of  the  young  Monty 
Clift — all  of  the  images  are  of  distant, 
unavailable  looking  straight  men.  (Tbe 
actuality  is  that,  for  all  we  know,  they  may 
well  have  all  been  gay,  but  their  looks  and 
body  language  all  read  heterosexual.) 

At  its  worst  Weber’s  aesthetic  resembles 
that  of  the  Nazi  filmmaker  Leni  Reifenstahl 
whose  paeans  to  Aryan  masculinity  and  Nazi 
ideology.  Triumph  of  the  Will  and  Olympiad, 
have  long  been  used  as  the  prime  example  of 
fascist  art.  Weber’s  men  are  stonelike  and 
godlike — ubermensch  whose  very  perfection 
will  convince  us  either  to  fall  in  love  or  to 
buy  a  pair  of  bikini  briefs. 

But  the  (sort  of)  lighter  side  of  Weber  is  a 
celebration  of  men  together.  There  are 
several  photos  of  men  in  “Brothers”  with 
their  arms  around  one  another,  but  there  is 
never  any  eye  contact  The  two  most  famous 
photos  from  Bruce  Weber  (which  have 
become  popular  postcards)  are  one  featuring 
several  youths  lounging  provocatively  in  an 
open  convertible  and  one  with  five  Marines 
sitting  and  posing  on  an  unmade  bed. 
Although  both  photos  bristle  with  sexual 
tension  and  innuendo,  none  of  the  men  ever 
look  at  one  another.  These  essentially 
solitarizing  group  shots  do  exactly  the 
opposite  of  Quaintance’s  drawings  by 
isolating  and  negating  the  sexual  tension 
between  the  men  in  the  photographs.  There 
is  no  possibility  for  homosexuality  in 
them — there  is  hardly  room  for  any  shared 
sexuality  or  emotion — and  part  of  the  appeal 
of  Weber’s  photos  is  the  unobtainability  of 
straight  trade. 

In  his  next  book,  the  1989  Bruce  Weber 
(the  man’s  titles  are  as  repetitive  as  his 
vision),  Weber  softened  up  a  little.  ThCTe  are 
lots  of  facial  closeups  (and  some  of  the  men 
are  even  smiling)  as  well  as  faux  ’40s 
Hollywood  glamour  shots  that  have  a  nice 
camp  touch.  The  final  quarter  of  the  book  is 
nearly  bucolic  in  both  language  and  tone. 
Shot  in  the  Adirondacks,  it  features  men  and 
boys  running  through  the  woods  and 
jumping  about  a  pond.  There  are  still  no 
photos  of  men  looking  at  each  other,  but  at 
least  they  are  moving  around. 

These  photographs  are  an  introduction,  a 
segue,  to  the  newly  published  Bear  Pond.  To 
be  fair.  Bear  Pond  may  well  be  a 
breakthrough  for  Bruce  WebCT.  Not  only  are 
the  young  men  generally  relaxed  and  smiling 
(they  resemble  Grecian  ephebes  rather  than 
statuary)  but  more  often  than  not  they  are 
showing  their  dicks.  Before  this  book,  Bruce 


Weber  has,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
refrained  from  revealing  his  subject’s 
wangers.  One  might  argue  that  he  felt  he  was 
avoiding  commonplace  vulgarity,  but  it  is 
more  likely  that  he  realized  the  display  of  the 
male  genitals  (especially  in  their  unfurled 
state)  can  be  read  as  a  sign  of  vulnerability. 
And  Weber’s  men  have  never  looked 
vulnerable.  But  even  with  this  added 
dimension.  Bear  Pond  is  still  a  troubling 
book. 

Bruce  Weber’s  work  has  always  appealed 
to  gay  male  viewers — the  books  and 
postcards  are  big  sellers  in  gay  bookstores — 
because  his  aesthetic  is  essentially  a 
homosexual  one.  The  idolization  of  the  male 
body  in  modem  times  is  a  fairly  recent 
phenomenon,  and  after  rock  ’n’  roll  and  the 
Hollywood  film  the  place  this  happened 
most  freely  and  readily  was  in  advertising. 
The  late  ’70s  and  early  ’80s  brought  a 
plethora  of  male  sexuality  to  the  ad  world; 
the  Marlboro  man,  Jim  Palmer’s  jockey 
shorts  photographs,  and  the  Calvin  Klein 
man  were  all  part  of  the  explosion.  Because 
mainstream  culture  has  never  allowed  itself 
to  deal  with  the  eroticized  male  body,  the 
purveyors  of  this  new  image  drew  heavily  on 
the  existing  gay  male  looks  and  signs  since 
they  were  the  only  semiotic  of  male 
sexuality  available.  Weber  was  one  of  the 
main  proponents  of  this  style  and  has 
continued  it  to  this  day.  But  in  the  hands  of 
Weber  the  style  may  be  homoerotic  but  is 
completely  closeted  and  anti-queer.  Weber’s 
photos  are  an  idealization  of  the  male  body, 
but  it  is  a  body  that  does  not  relate  to  other 
bodies,  and  especially  not  the  other  male 
bodies  against  which  it  is  constantly  being 
juxtaposed  and  measured. 

Looking  at  Bear  Pond  you  have  the 
feeling  that  Weber  is  changing.  The  men  are 
softer  looking,  less  stringently  heterosexual 
and  more  emotional.  The  country  setting 
reminds  one  of  the  Quaintance  pastoral 
themes,  and  certainly  everyone  looks  as 
though  they  had  a  good  time  away  from  the 
studiously  serious  city  (where  all  models 
look  as  though  they  are  constipated  and  sex 
is  for  selling,  not  for  sharing).  But  even  with 
this  change.  Bear  Pond  features  no  real 
trace,  or  chance,  of  homo-sex.  God  knows 
this  book  is  ripe  for  it,  but  there  are  no 
glances,  no  emotional  connections  made. 
Turning  page  after  page.  Bear  Pond  reminds 
you  of  a  more  sexually  explicit  Peter  Pan,  an 
island  of  lost  boys  where  sex  (or  even  adult 
emotion)  has  yet  to  be  discovered. 

It  is  particularly  distressing  to  look  at 
Bear  Pond  in  conjunction  with  The  Art  of 
George  Quaintance.  There  is  so  much  that  is 
familiar  in  much  of  the  work  of  the  two,  but 
Weber’s  work,  for  all  of  its  open  spaces,  has 
a  hollow,  closeted,  stifled  feeling.  It  is  mired 
with  sexual  and  emotional  repression  as  out- 
of-sync  with  its  times  as  Quaintance’s  was 
progressive  for  his.  At  its  worst  Bear  Pond 
feels  like  a  complete  rip-off.  Weber  has  little 
compunction  against  using  a  clearly  gay 
male  sensibility,  marketing  it,  and  then 
attempting  to  deny  and  repress  its  full 
meaning.  Or  perhaps  one  can  read  Bear 
Pond  as  another  turn  in  the  evolution  of  its 
author/artist,  a  slow  coming  to  terms  or 
coming  out,  as  it  were.  It’s  just  that  1991 
feels  pretty  late  in  the  game  for  gay  artists  to 
begin  to  be  honest  with  themselves  and  their 
audiaices.  □ 

Thanks  to  Rev.  RW.  Wood  for  information 
in  this  review  about  George  Quaintance’s 
life  and  work. 

Madonna 
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black  gay  men  throughout  it.  The  dancers  in 
her  troupe  are  seen  as  “children,”  a  term 
loaded  with  cultural  significance  for  black 
gay  men.  On  one  hand,  historically  African- 
Americans  have  been  portrayed  as 
“childlike”  to  justify  white  supremacy.  On 
the  other  hand,  many  black  gay  men  refer  to 
each  other  as  “children”  in  sentences  such  as, 
“The  children  are  out  tonight,  honey.”  Many 
black  gay  men  do  call  themselves  “mother,” 
especially  older  black  queens.  So  it  appears 
that  the  tenns  can  be  us^  subversively.  This 
is  a  frequent  occurrence  with  terms  like 
queer,  dyke,  black,  etc.,  which  in  one 
historical  period  are  negative  and  in  another 
become  symbols  of  collective  resistance  and 
solidarity. 

Also  common  to  both  films  is  the  fact  that 
the  family  is  not  sentimentalized  in  either, 
nor  is  it  seen  monolithically.  Instead,  the 
specific  representations  of  family  are  seen  as 
providing  an  alternative.  The  “family”  is 
shown  full  of  flaws  and  psychological 
pressures. 

Truth  or  Dare  often  juxtaposes  Madonna’s 
biological  family  with  her  intentional  one. 
For  instance,  after  the  show  in  her  hometown 
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of  Detroit,  Madonna  admits  simulating 
masturbation  in  front  of  her  father  was  more 
uimerving  than  the  patriarchal  gaze  of  the 
Toronto  police,  who  had  allegedly  threatened 
arrest  at  a  previous  concert.  Indeed,  her 
father  does  try  to  “censor”  the  show,  and  her 
brother  Marty’s  alcoholism  is  not  hidden. 
Problems  in  Madonna’s  adopted  tour  family 
are  left  just  as  exposed.  When  one  of  her 
hairdressers  is  drugged  and  robbed,  the  film 
confronts  the  way  potential  violence  against 
women  is  a  daily  occurrence,  even  for  those 
seemingly  protected  by  the  power  celebrity 
supposedly  buys. 

However,  one  should  not  take  the  family 
metaphor  too  literally  or  traditionally.  Queers 
know  instinctively  that  the  heterosexual 
family  may  be  a  culturally-enforced  guide 
for  growing  up,  but  it  can  be  overthrown 
personally — if  not  institutionally — with 
subversive  actions  like  coming  out  and 
developing  alternatives  to  heterosexual 
coupling. 

liie  notion  that  the  family  sustains  while 
simultaneously  producing  contradictions  is 
also  addressed  in  Paris  is  Burning.  Here,  the 
younger  queens  overthrow  tradition  and 
emulate  fashion  models  and  television  stars, 
instead  of  the  traditional  film  stars.  Similarly, 
Madonna’s  children  subvert  her  “authority” 
in  many  places.  Very  often  her  taste  in 
clothes  and  friends  is  questioned  and 
repositioned  by  the  “children”  on  their  own 
terms.  A  dress  Madorma  tries  on  at  Chanel’s 
is  “too  Janet  Jackson.”  When  Mama 
Madonna  and  all  the  “children”  (including 
her  straight  female  back-up  singers)  are  in 
bed  together,  they  taunt  her  by  saying  that 
some  of  her  body  parts  aren’t  real.  A  typical 
queen  read.  In  the  scene  in  which  the  group 
is  playing  the  game  of  Truth  or  Dare, 
Madonna  seems  no  more  in  control  than 
anyone  else.  Scenes  like  these  remind  me  of 
all  the  earlier  ones  in  the  film  in  which 
Madorma  states  she  wants  to  “impress”  the 
dancers. 

Madorma’s  blurring  of  gemes  opens  up 
space  for  her  audience  to  engage  these 
themes  in  new  ways.  Her  work  is  particularly 
relevant  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
not  only  for  her  frequent  appropriation  of 
same-sex  styles,  but  also  in  the  way  she 
acknowledges  the  subjective  nature  of  her 
relationship  to  our  community.  The  New 
Right  has  been  more  successful  than 
progressives  in  these  “new  times”  of  post- 
’70s  politics  at  making  cormections  between 
subjective  experience  and  political  action. 
Madorma,  a  self-described  “politician,”  uses 
her  ability  to  manipulate  the  media  to  forge 
new  links  between  the  subjective  experience 
of  public  media  consumption  and  political 
awareness.  Whai  she  sings  “Holiday”  at  an 
AIDS  benefit  dedicated  to  Keith  Haring  in 
New  York  City,  she  encapsulates  a  decade  of 
living  with  loss.  This  song,  first  released  in 
the  early  ’80s  at  a  time  when  the  impact  of 
AIDS  was  just  begirming  to  be  felt,  takes  on 
new  meaning  when  it  follows  Madonna’s 
backstage  prayer  to  the  fallen  graffiti  artist. 
When  she  sings,  “all  we  need  is  a  holiday,”  it 
means  a  holiday  from  the  grief.  This  is  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  relentless  suffering 
this  crisis  creates  for  the  gay  male 
community.  Truth  or  Dare  also  inserts  and 
blurs  images  of  gay  militancy  (symbolized 
by  Queer  Nation)  while  providing  a 
subjective  context  for  the  appropriation  of 
gay  militancy  by  an  Italian-American  white 
woman  from  the  suburbs  of  Detroit. 


For  instance,  when  dancers  Louis  and  Jose 
attend  the  Gay  Pride  parade  in  New  York 
(where  Queer  Nation  is  shown  chanting, 
“We’re  here.  We’re  queer.  We’re  fabulous. 
Gel  used  to  it!”),  the  pair  is  seen  standing  in 
the  moment  of  silence  for  those  who  have 
died  from  AIDS.  Later  in  the  film,  the  two 
are  giving  Ollie  (the  dance  troupe’s  only 
straight  man),  shade  for  all  the  publicity  he’s 
gotten  over  tabloid  rumors  that  he  and 
Madorma  are  lovers.  The  black  gay  men’s 
verbal  attack  may  stem  from  the 
heterosexism  of  the  tabloids’  inability  to  deal 
with  the  queemess  of  the  dance  troupe,  while 
making  such  a  big  deal  over  the  only 
heterosexual.  Madonna  comes  to  Ollie’s 
rescue  in  appealing  to  the  gay  men  to  temper 
their  reads  of  him  in  the  name  of  “family.” 

But  there  are  also  instances  when  the  gay 
men  subvert  the  film’s  dominant  text  into  a 
black/gay  subtext.  Admittedly,  Truth  or  Dare 
and  Paris  is  Burning  both  frame  the  gay  men 
of  color  experience  in  a  context  outside  of 
their  world,  but  I  am  not  convinced  this  is 
necessarily  a  bad  thing,  given  that  the 
possibility  is  there  for  subtextual  meanings 
to  at  times  override  dominant  themes — 
despite  the  obvious  fact  that,  in  the  case  of 
Truth  or  Dare,  Madonna  is  the  executive 
producer  and  the  dancers  are  not.  On  the 
whole,  the  issue  of  representation  is 
complex. 

Truth  or  Dare  piresents  the  gay  and  lesbian 
political  movement  with  some  interesting 
challenges  in  terms  of  how  we  define  our 
politics.  The  challenge  is  how  to  respond  to 
music/film/video  star  Madonna’s  use  of 
themes  that  are  central  to  contemporary  gay 
and  lesbian  political  discourse.  These  themes 
include:  the  emerging  culture  and  visibility 
of  gay  men  of  color,  redefining  the  concept 
of  parenting,  bisexual  awareness  and 
sexuality,  etc.  How  do  we  relate  to 
Madonna’s  appropriation  of  these  themes 
into  her  art  and  her  personal  life?  How  much 
can  we  understand  what  Madonna  is  saying 
without  thinking  about  what  she  “should”  be 
saying?  Her  journey  from  where  she  was  to 
where  she  is  now  is  important  to  lake  into 
context.  Of  course,  she  is  not  a  black  or 
Latino  gay  man — no  matter  how  much  of  the 
New  York  street  scene  she  appropriates  in 
her  music,  fashion  and  attitude.  Her 
expression  will  still  retlect  who  she  is. 
Because  Truth  or  Dare  goes  to  great  lengths 
to  make  this  point  by  “expiosing”  us  to  who 
Madonna  “reAlly  is,”  there  may  be  a  conflict 
of  interest  between  a  reading  of  the  film  and 
our  tendency  as  a  community  to  judge 
expressions  of  sexuality  and  gay/lesbian 
identity  in  narrow,  politically  correct  terms. 

This  orientation  ignores  the  possibilities  of 
subversive  readings  of  gay  and  lesbian 
themes  in  pop  culture.  Understandably,  most 
black  gay  men  will  maintain  a  critical 
distance  from  the  portrayal  of  black  gay 
identity  in  films  made  by  while  people.  But 
it  would  be  a  shame  if  this  prevented  us  from 
acknowledging  the  reality  of  the  black  gay 
men  in  Truth  or  Dare.  A  dialectical  analysis 
will  allow  us  to  benefit  from  the  possible 
political  good  will  that  could  emerge  from 
our  overall  applause  for  filmmakers  putting 
us  so  upfront  and  in  the  face  of  middle- 
Amoica,  as  both  Truth  or  Dare  and  Paris  is 
Burning  aim  to  do.  These  men  are  not 
politicos  or  academics,  they  are  dancers  and 
voguers.  We  must  keep  this  in  mind  while 
addressing  their  representations. 

If  sections  of  Truth  or  Dare  make 
members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
feel  uncomfortable,  that’s  good.  Madonna’s 
radicalism  is  based  in  her  attack  on  the 
traditional  values  and  ideas  of  social  and 
moral  respectability  that  even  penetrate.  I’m 
afraid  to  say,  the  Lavender  Left.  Madonna 
faces  head-on  the  problem  of  how  to  get 
radical  sex  ideas  rolling  again  in  the  popular 
culture  agenda.  Unless  we  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  understand  the  strategic 
importance  of  ideological  struggle  on  the 
popular  level — to  win  over  the  typical 
Madorma  fan  to  the  idea  that  there  can  be  no 
democracy  without  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation — our  relationship  to  putting  our 
movement  in  the  center  of  American  politics 
will  be  tangential  at  best.  Patriachalism, 
accepted  forms  of  family,  and  the  stale’s 
control  of  pleasure  are  issues  on  which,  in 
my  view,  the  gay  and  lesbian  left  remains 
basically  conservative.  Instead,  we  should  be 
building  coalitions  with  fellow  “queers,” 
even  if  at  times  it  seems  to  go  against  our 
“heads.” 

We  cannot  criticize  those  who  have  the 
courage  to  do  what  “comes  naturally”  for 
them  because  we  have  gotten  so  lost  in 
theoretical  idealism,  unable  to  listen  to  our 
own  "hearts.”  As  Madorma  says  at  the  end  of 
her  “Express  Yourself’  video:  “Without  the 
heart  there  can  be  no  understanding  between 
the  hand  and  the  mind.”  Go  see  this  film  and 
live  its  lessons:  pleasure  can  be  politically 
dangerous,  especially  when  you  begin 
cormecting  your  mind  to  your  hands.  □ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Rraliet  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  boxes  for  weeks  alter  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure  you 
have  the  oonect  box  number! 


ANONYMOUS  COUNTERfVkRT 
AND  LOCAL  LAWYER 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  wrote  back,  but  P.O. 
Box  was  dosed.  Would  really  like  to  meet  you. 
Please  try  again.  Shy  Physicist,  Box  500  (ft  45) 


WLF  30s,  Jewish,  fern,  slightly  overweight, 

intelligent,  sensitive,  affectionate,  humorous, 
honest,  etc.  Enjoys  domestic  life,  evenings  at 
home  with  you  and  hiends,  weekend  trips.  Vrauld 
like  to  meet  WLF  emolion^y  mature  for  healthy 
fulfilling  relationship.  GCN  Box  633 


COLLEGE  RADIO? 

would  love  to  hear  the  latest  about  alternative 
electronic  media.  Jot  it  down  and  dash  it  off  to 
Tiix  Radio  c/o  GCN. 


DOaOR  WHO  UKES  TO  BIKE 
AND  WORKS  TOO  MUCH 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  caUed  you,  but  the 
phone  has  been  disconnected.  I  found  this  quite 
disappointing.  I  would  very  much  like  to  meet 
you.  Please  try  to  contact  me  again.  Shy 
Physicist,  Box  500  (fir  45) 


GM  “bear"  29  1/2  wants  photoMdeo  used  jock- 
underwear/7  exchange.  Wnte:  Pig  Guy,  GCN  Box 
358 


JUST  FRIENDS 

New  to  the  area  or  just  want  to  meet  some  new 
friends??  We  are  a  discrete  L/couple  40+,  living 
in  a  suburban  family  neighborhood.  We  would 
like  to  meet  some  new  friends  for  light  and  easy 
socializing,  informal  get  togethers.  No  causes,  no 
drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth,  easy  going 
people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We  would  like  to 
meet  the  same.  Male/female,  singles  or  couples, 
just  people,  just  friends.  Please  drop  us  a  line. 
Reply  Box  637.  (45) 


UKE  TO  DRAW  GAY  MALE  ART? 

So  do  L  Let's  exchange  ideas,  drawings,  etc.  Chris 
Long,  1326  S.E.  17th  St,  #288,  R  Lauderdale, 
FL  33316  (42) 


RAW,  HARO  SEXII! 

...or  gentle  romance;  one  on  one  or  group  action. 
Not  another  “bullshit”  phone  line.  REAL  MEN  is 
the  Club  that  gives  YOU  choices.  DO  FT  NOW! 
617-848-0027  (44) 


AAS.  MATCH 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Tired  of  the  GAMES?  Try  this 
ALTERNATIVE.. .MS.  MATCH  LESBIAN 
DATING  SERVICE. ..for  the  discriminating 
lesbian  and  her  friends.  Call  (508)  664-3962  LM. 

(43) 


FUN  AND  EASY  MONEYl 

X-citing  opportunities  for  talented  gay  males! 
Needed;  wnten  of  erotica,  masseurs,  escorts, 
photographers,  video  actors.  Talent  more 
important  than  looks.  Call  Scott — 1-900-234- 
6600  ($  3/min)^  (43) 


Announcements 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zdi,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


War  Resisters  League  Training  Program  for 
O^^zers.  August  9-18, 1991.  Cost:  $275-$450, 
sliding  scale.  Program  held  in  Western 
Massachusetts.  To  receive  an  application  and 
brochure,  contact  WRL,  339  Lafayette  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10012.  Apply  by  June  1. 
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for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1<800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHlROPRAaOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 
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LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 

▼  Boston  Wf 
617-361-1546  ▼ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Disaimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

He^ine 

617-267-9001 

tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday 
6-11  PM  Sunday 

A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTIO. 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Help  Wanted 


UVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female 
professional  disabled  activist.  No  experience , 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver's  license  and  be  ' 
responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in 
$200/wk.  Weekends,  $1 90  Call  731  -6228  (49) 


The  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  is 

hiring  canvassers  in  the  Boston  area  to  work  on 
our  June  8th  grassroots  membership.  For  more 
information  c^  (617)  876-3116. 


HOME  HEALTH  CAREGIVERS 

Chronically  ill  people  in  your  community  need 
your  assistance  with  housekeeping,  laundry, 
shipping  and  meal  prepcralion.  Opportunity  for 
training  as  Home  Health  Aide.  We  offer 
competitive  wages,  plus  benefits.  Contact  Ms. 
O'Brien,  Suburban  Homemaking  Agency,  at  232- 
7659.  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  (44) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT  FOR  GWM 

Arli'ngton/Somerville  area.  Car  necessary, 
dependability  a  must.  Flexible  hours — will  train. 
If  interested  call  Bill  at  848-0578  after  7:00 
PM-leave  message.  (44) 


M-POWER  is  looking  for  a  Staff 
Coordinator/Hscal  Manager  and  for  an  Organizer 
for  a  growing  grassroots  organization  of  current 
and  former  psychiatric  patients/consumers. 
Candidates  for  both  positions  must  have 
grassroots  organizing  exp.  Candidates  for  the 
Organizer  position  must  also  have  personal  exp. 
as  a  psychiatric  patient/consumer.  Candidates  for 
the  Staff  Coordinator/Fiscal  Manager  position 
must  have  fundraising,  fiscal  mgmt.  and 
supervisory  exp.  Current  and  former  psychiatric 
patients/consumers  encouraged  to  apply. 
EEO/AA.  Send  application  to;  M-POW^ER 
51 8(A)  Dorchester  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02127.  (44) 


The  Hetrick-Martin  Institute,  a  social  service 
agency  with  programs  for  gay  and  lesbian  youth, 
is  seeking  a  Deputy  Director  for  Development  to 
oversee  all  aspects  of  private  fundraising.  B.A. 
with  minimum  of  5  years  experience,  preferrably 
in  supervisor  capacity;  excellent  oral  and  written 
communication  skitls.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resumes  to:  HMl  Dept.  DD,  401 
West  SL,  New  York,  NY  10014.  EOE.  (43) 
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Nurse  Practitioner 

Half-time  position  (20  hours/week)  for 

Certified  Nurse  Practitioner  with  gync- 

‘ly 

cology  and  ocher  women's  health  care 

experience  to  work  with  staff  gynecol- 

ogist.  Position  will  be  teamed  gynecol- 

"T '  - 

ogist  and  will  also  involve  delivery  of 

primary  health  cate.  Minimum  of  one 

year's  experience  providing  women's 

health  care  is  required. 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  position 
list^  above,  please  forward  a  cover 

letter  and  resume  to:  nrsoand. 

"f 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 

'  : 

7  HavUand  Street,  Boston,  MA 

0211S.  No  telephoiK  calls  please. 

PCHC  is  committed  to  equal  opportu- 

. 

nity  employment.  Women,  gay  men. 

lesbians,  and  people  of  color  aie  en- 

couiaged  to  a^y. 

Fenway  Community 
r^l  If  Health  Center 

'‘A 
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Roommate 


DON'T  FORGET! 

All  renewal  calls  must  be 
made  by  Friday  at  3  pm. 


3  lesbian  and  1  straight  woman  seek  fifth  to 
complete  friendly  household.  Hardwood  floors, 
fireplace,  pseudoyard,  VCR,  MTV,  PMS.  One 
block  from  Poitersquare  T.  No  pets,  non-smoking, 
semi-coop.  Room  $245-t-.  Call:  Julia,  Tracy, 
Marilyn,  Connie,  Regula  at  625-3314  available 
June  1991. 

(40) 


PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  reliable  roommate  (25-t-)  to  share  E-Z 
oing  household.  Washer/Dryer.  Nice  yard. 
250+ util  a  must  seek.  Call  628-1868  (lin) 


LF  to  share  Nahant  oceanside  house.  Large 
roace,  fireplace,  w/d,  Jacuzzi,  parking  and  more, 
^y,  quick  access  to  Boston.  >400  mo.  Call  617- 
592-8671  (44) 


ViaORIAN  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  spacious  house  with  professional 
lesbian  couple  and  son  age  3.  Near  T  smokefree, 
amenities.  Available  anytime,  now  or  start 
September  1.  $395/month  or  EXCHANGE 
ROOM  AND  BOARD  for  13  hours/week  help 
with  housework,  errands,  and  childcare.  254-5929 

(41) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT - 

LF  seeks  same  for  3  fir  rent-controlled  house. 
Backyard,  driveway,  near  T.  Other  species 
welcome.  $283  for  bedroom  and  study.  Cadi  661- 
6771 


SUMMER  SUBLET  AVAILABLE 

$300  plus  util,  fully  furnished  rm  w/  TV  in  gay 
home  available  May  1st  thru  Sept./Oct.  Full  use 
of  kitchen,  laundry  rm,  living  rm.  On  street 
parking,  1  block  from  T.  Red  line,  Shawmut  stop, 
Dorchester.  Call  Frank,  426-4469  days  10  AM- 
4PM. 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  lines!  $240  includes  heal.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 


CAMBRIDGEPORT 

BiM  seeks  2  prof  F/M's  for  CLEAN  comfortable 
smoke  free  2BR  conv.  to  T  &  shops  on  quiet 
street.  355+  Mark  491-3134  (43) 


SHREWSBURY 

LF  to  share  4  BR  home  large  yd.  W/D  40  mins  to 
Boston  $275+  util  (508)  842-1020  Lv.  message 

(45) 


ADAMS  VL/ASHMONT  AREA 

Lg,  newly  decorated  BR,  sep.  bath,  2  huge  closets 
share  LR,  DR,  EIK,  DEN  W/D,  yard,  porches 
near  Redline  $325+  265-7220  (43) 


LF.,  34,  seeks  LF  25+  for  3  bedroom  apt,  sunny, 
charming  in  Belmont/Camb.  line.  No 
smoking/drugs,  clean  friendly,  independent. 
Summer  sublet  possible  $350+  utils.  484-1553 

(43) 


Summer  Rentals 


WEUPLEET,  CAPE  COD 

Garden  apartment,  steps  to  bay  beach.  Sleeps  two. 
$400/wk.  Please  call  1  -508-349-6947.  (43) 


JP  SUBLET 

May  15-Aug  31.  Great  LF  household-friendly  and 
fun  women  only!  I  Pleasant,  furnished  room,  1/2 
bath.  T  convienient-Forest  Hills  $210+  util, 
(negotiable)  522-6148  (43) 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V19,i9) 


PCK)R  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  tights,  civil  tights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  JN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  joumalixm  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  TOE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25 /institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
conunentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
sfill  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1 .50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


MELROSE-GREAT  FINDl 

Friendly  LF  skg  2  LF  25+  to  share  spacious, 
beautiful,  8  room  Victorian  duplex,  w/sun  porch, 
yard,  parking.  $275+.  NearT.  No  smk.  (617^662- 
2622  (nr43) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN-SUMMER  SUBLET 

Female  roommate  wanted.  One  bedroom 
available  in  spacious  two  bedroom  apartment. 
Perfect  spot  for  the  summer! I  Near  pond,  large 
backyard,  parking  space  and  use  of  washer  and 
dryer.  Available  June  1  thru  end  of  August.  Move 
in  date  flexible.  Possiblity  of  permanent  space  in 
apt.  Rent  $400/mo.  (negotiable)  Call  Marian  or 
Uz  at  522-4904.  (nr43) 


Apartments 


All  new  all  natural  1  BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees, 
view,  moonlight,  ecofem  ownr  occ  hse  on  hill,  T 
&  Xwy,  $545.  Older  one  $465  inc.  all  436-2583 

(43) 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

4+  rooms,  pets  OK,  yard,  small  woodstove,  nice 
view,  ceiling  fan,  pkg,  near  T,  3-fam,  LF  owner 
occup.  $575+  util,  $250  S.  Dep,  Mdden,  324- 
6822  (44) 


MUST  RENT  PRICESll! 

Canton,  country  setting.  Short  walk  to  T! 
Spacious  apts  from  $595,  including  heat,  hot 
water.  Pool,  tennis,  cable  ready.  Laundry 
facilities.  NR  95/128  No  pets.  No  fee.  (617)  566- 
1110  (43) 


GAYEI.I.OW  rri 
PAGES  1^ 

Acxxrmmodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
leoal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  woman 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA.  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  S 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  irayable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problemsi) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  arxl  USA  tor  women  & 
men.  City  by  dty  information  tor  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
lus  nationwide  resources  including 
eadquaners  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mall  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatnek.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest.  64  pages  AL 
AZ.  AR.  FL.  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA,  MS,  MO.  NM,  NC, 
OK.  PR.  SC,  TN.  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA. 

$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME.  MA.  NH,  OH. 

PA.  Rl,  VT.  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION.  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


Nice  4room  apt.  in  lesbian  owned/occupied  3 
family.  Off  si.  parking,  hardwood  floors,  safe 
neighborhood  on  Malden/Melrose  line.  Near  T. 

Your  chance  to  live  in  “out"  environment  with 
privacy  and  “extended”  household.  Avail  6/1. 

Pels  poss.  Call  Karen:  321-3569  (43) 

JAMAICA  PUIN 

Gay  owned  and  occupied  home  2  1/2  bedroom  2 
bath  duplex  laundry  facilities  off-street  parldi^. 

Convenient  to  orange  and  green  lines,  $950 
including  utilities  call  (508)-995-1435  anytime. 

(43) 

To  find  out  what  exciting 
volunteer  opportunities  await 
you.  Call  your  favorite  weekly. 

(617)  426-4469 
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The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
I  organizations  in  New  England  ! 

I  Ovsr  MO  pagss  of  contacts,  businsssss  4  non-profits. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  .Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  L.S,  1-800-338-6550 
MCA'ISA  Welcome 
Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  lOS 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1 -800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN! 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  not  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN.  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.l9,i.l6) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  firec  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 


02657.  (508)  487-0094. 


TJ 


FEATURING; 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco. 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  kiformalion  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  In  Mass.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

OrinthaU.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


Books  not  bars:  Free  books  on  non¬ 
violence,  feminism,  sociai  change  and  all 
that  good  stuff  for  interested  prisoners. 
Write  for  a  catalogue:  Todd 
Peterson/New  Society  Publishers,  4527 
Springfield  Ave,  Philadelphia,  PA  19143 


I'm  gay,  and  interested  in  contacting  gay 
males  who  are  in  prison.  I  like  music, 
cinema,  foreign  languages,  reading  and 
making  penpals.  When  writing,  please 
don't  put  the  words  "gay"  or 
"homosexual"  on  the  envelope.  Mario 
Rodolfo  Gonzalez,  Jose  P.  Varela  3074, 
DeSoto  "A",  1417  Beunos  Aires, 

Argentina _ 

GM  looking  for  a  pen-friend.  Been  down 
11  years,  looking  for  freedom  in  the  next 
two.  Not  into  head  games,  likecountry 
way  of  life.  Write  G.W.  "doc"  Hogle, 
312662,  R  II,  Route  $,  Box  1200, 

Rosharon  TX  77583 _ 

Prisoners  of  all  races,  sizes  and  shapes. 
I'm  looking  for  sincere  correspondence. 
Please  write  Al  cunningham.  Box  E- 

22600,  Tamal  CA  94964 _ 

Lonely  hi  Male  likes  Greek,  would  like  to 
write  some  Bi  gays  and  lesbians  for  true 
friendship.  Enjoy  sports,  music,  cooking. 
Mikeal  "Gabby"  Hardin,  363300,  box 

999-C-pod-l-lO,  Rusk,  TX  75785 _ 

Pretty  fern  TV,  soft-spoken,  shy,  sexy,  fun, 
looking  for  GM  to  write.  Not  allowed  to 
write  other  paisoners.  Will  relocate  for  right 
man.  Take  a  chance  fellas.  Jamie  Perry, 
#106209,  Box  260,  LCC,  Lexington.  OK 

73051 _ 

GM  seeking  correspondence  with  serious 
man.  Not  allowed  to  write  to  prisoners— 
sorry.  I  enjoy  music  and  slow  hot  sex.  I  do 
as  my  man  says.. .when  I  have  one!  Mark 
"Dee"  Diedrick,  806963A-12,  Box  B, 

Anamosa,  lA  52205 _ 

I'm  a  multi-lingual  (Span/Eng/Ital)  prisoner, 
very  lonely.  I  will  answer  all  who  write. 
Ignacio  Toro,  87-A-1747,  Great  Meadow 
Corr.  Facility,  Box  51,  Comstock,  NY 

12821 _ 

Seeking  a  pienpal  while  I'm  here  in  prison. 
Letters  mean  a  lot  while  you're  in  here.  I 
sure  enjoy  writing  people,  so  got 
ready... Denver  V.  Sassoon,  DC  118621,  Box 
1493,  Avon  Park  Corr.  Inst.,  P.O.  Box  1100, 

Avon  Park,  FL  33825 _ 

Affectionate,  lonely  BGM,  warm,  caring, 
sincere,  seeks  effeminate,  assertive,  fun- 
loving  person  for  correspondence,  long¬ 
term  compaionship.  Will  answer  all.  Write 
Jay  Thomas,  B-92156,  Box  3476,  Corcoran, 

CA  93212 _ 

Lonely,  getting  out  soon,  looking  for  a  good 
friend.  All  letters  answered.  Gene  Bennett, 
B-183706.  Mail  #533,  Marun  Corr.  ,  1150 
SW  Allapatah  Rd.,  Indiantown,  FL 
34956 _ 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OOT  OF  PNISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<39 

The  ACT/UP  New  York  Women  and 
AIDS  Book  Collective  would  like  to 
let  women  in  prison  know  they  can 
get  a  FREE  copy  of  our  hook: 
Women,  AIDS,  and  Activism, 
Including  a  chapter  on  the  women 
of  ACE  program  at  Bedford  Hills 
prison  in  NY.  Write  ACT  UP  NY, 
496A  Hudson  SL  G4,  New  York  NY 
10014 _ 

I've  been  gay  for  14  years.  Am  looking  for 
someone  to  write,  exchange  feelings  and 
throughts  with.  No  games,  life  is  too  short 
to  waste.  Write  Geraldine  Massey,  SHU- 

103- W-16079,  Frontera  CA  91720 _ 

I  would  very  much  like  to  have  a  penpal. 
Please  write  me:  Joyce  Johnson,  W32202, 
AD47U,  Frontera,  CA  91720 _ 


To  Dommic  in  Darrington  (TDC),  I'm  no 
longer  in  TDC.  I'm  in  federal  custody  and 
Rick  is  in  Oregon.  John  R.  Browme,  365576 
Red.  thanks.  John  Browne,  P#31125,  Cell 
Adseg  H,  Montgomery  county  Jail,  #1 

Criminal  Justice  Dr.,  Conroe  TX  77301 _ 

BGM  looking  for  friendship  with  caring 
people.  Hobbies:  reading,  doing  law  work 
and  just  being  myself.  All  letters  welcome. 
Johnny  Harbert,  B-50853,  Box  29  FC  2124, 

Represa,  CA  95671 _ 

BM  interested  in  making  gay/bi  friends. 
Into  having  fun.  Please  write  Mark 
Boseman,  BL5106,  Box  200,  Camp  Hill, 

PA  17001 _ 

Dethroned  prince,  bi,  energetic  with  ecletic 
interests  seeks  gay  male  for  serious  and 
caring  relationship.  Write  Greg  Pruitt, 
#360495,  Box  4500,  Tennessee  Colony,  TX 

75886 _ 

I  am  a  gay  Black  male  interested  in  meeting 
other  gay  men.  Please  write  Todd  Williams, 

235-675,  Box  120,  Lebanon,  OH  45036 _ 

Bisexual  Latin  interested  in  exercise, 
meditation,  and  things  of  an  educational 
nature.  I  appreciate  people  who  are 
enthusiastic  about  themselves.  Write  Jaime 
J.  Mendoza,  C#92171,  S-H-U,  C3-112,  Box 

7500,  Crescent  City,  CA  95532 _ 

Bi  male  seeking  correspondence  with 
mature  males  or  females  of  any  race.  Not 
into  scams,  head  games!  It  is  very  lonely 
with  no  friends  or  family  or  communication 
with  the  free  world.  I  am  in  maximum 
security  isolation.  Will  answer  all.  Paul  J. 
Faulkner,  10356-OH,  Box  137,  Tillery,  NC 

27887 _ 

GM  who  enjoys  sports,  music,  outdoors, 
and  most  of  all,  making  a  heart  smile,  seeks 
correspondence  with  someone  who 
appreciates  feeling  special.  Will  answer  all. 
Charles  M.  Ward.  482771,  UCI  X-4.  Box 

221,  Raiford  FL  32083 _ 

I'm  looking  for  a  lover  who  won’t  drive  me 
crazy.  I'm  a  caring  bisexual,  great 
personality.  Looking  for  a  compassionate, 
unpretentious  gay  or  bisexual  person  who 
would  like  to  write  for  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  Joseph  Engelbert,  Box 
55893,  Arizona  State  Prison  SMU, 

Florence  AZ  85232 _ 

GM  who  doesn't  get  much  mail  would  like 
to  correspond  with  other  gay  males  who 
won't  put  me  down  for  my  way  of  life. 
David  Yates  C-54748.  Box  W.  3-2B-23  OF, 
Represa  CA _ _ 


Calf 

2  june,  Boston  ♦  From  All  Walks  of  Life.  The  largest  AIDS  fundraiser  in  New  England,  supporting 
the  programs  of  AAC  and  28  other  AIDS-serrice  providers.  8:30  a.m  registration  on  the  Common;  9  a.m 
warmop  aerobia;  9 JO  am.  opening  ceremonies:  1 0  am:  walk!  Pledge  sheets  available  all  over  or  call 
AAC  Wakkne  266-6906.  Picnic  snack  and  concert  to  follow  on  Esplanade  Pictured  right  FAWL,  1 990 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  b  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  Ail  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  Ibtings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
ph^  calls,  please!  Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the 
617  area  code,  and  non-major  cities  are  in 
Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted 

25  Saturday 

Vermont  ♦  Oiiltem  Mtn.  Oub  Long  Trail  Backpack. 
Spectacular  views  guaranteed.  27.5  mi.  Details:  Mike 
(603)  6+4-7658. 

Watertown  ♦  DOB  Women’s  Tennis.  All  abilities. 
Free.  Courts  behind  Arsenal  Mall,  Arsenal  St  9  a.m. 
628-1038. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Couples  Group:  “Lktle  Lavender 
Lies."  To  share  lies  we  make  to  cover  up  our  lifestyles. 
Women’s  Ctr^  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  a.m.  to  I  p.m.  3S4- 
8807. 

Boston  4  Slow  Dancing  at  the  Center.  9  p.m.  to  I 
a.m.,  fourth  Saturday  each  month  Stew  dancing  lesson 
10:30  p.m.  by  Jason  Thomas,  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

26  Sunday 

Boston  4  AMALGM  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting. 
(AMALGM  =  Assoc,  of  Mass.  Asian  L/GM.)  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St, 
room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Dykes  Dialogue  ‘Transsexuals  and  Dykes:  A 
Dialogue”  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

28  Tuesday 

Boston  4  DOB  "Star  Share"  Star  Market  will  make  a 
charitable  contribution  to  DOB  if  you  shop  there  S/28 
to  5/30.  with  a  certificate  from  Laura:  628-3337. 

Boston  4  Free  Hepatitis  C  Blood  Screenings  at 
Brigham  &  Women's.  Hepatitis  C  virus  is  spread 
through  blood  and  body  fluids,  and  can  be  hal.  For 
walk-in  blood  screening  enter  at  75  Francb  St  and  ask 
for  directions  at  front  desk.  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Info: 
American  Liver  Foundation  (800)  223-0179. 

Boston  4  “Pre-Conceptions:  Miscarriage:  Causes  and 
Effects."  7  p.m.  FCHC  7  Haviland  St  second  fir.  conf. 
rm.  $5. 267-0900  x281 

Cambridge  4  30-h  Lesbian  Rap:  “PRIDE — Our 
Holiday."  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7  to  8:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  4  ACT-UP:  Save  OUR  Children.  High  school 
visibility  squads  and  outreach  goes  to  BC  High.  Meet 
7:30  a.m.  at  UMass^FK  stop  on  Red  Line.  Info:  Jeff  661- 
9469. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  “2  in  20" 
episodes  5  and  6.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30 
to  9:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

29  Wednesday 

Boston  4  “Bent”  opens  at  the  Triangle  Theater. 
Martin  Sherman’s  drama  of  the  Nazi  persecution  of 
homosexuals.  Performances  through  6/22,  Wednesday 
through  Saturday  evenings.  Seats  $  1 5.  Tickets  through 
BosTbt,  Ticketron,  or  Wednesdays  after  7: 1 5  p.m.  with 
credit  card:  426-3550. 

30  Thursday 

Boston  4  Log  Cabin  Qub  Mixer  and  T-Shirt  Party.  6 
p.m.  Luxor. 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Gvil  Rights.  Meets 
every  other  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338 
Newbury  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  David  828-3039. 

Cambridge  4  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  MSI  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

31  Friday 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Video  Series;  “Gilda."  7  p.m. 
Gfl.  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury.  247-  2927. 

Boston  4  Liturgy  for  All  Those  Affected  by  AIDS. 
Simple  reception  to  follow,  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St  7 
p.tn.  742-4460. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Singles  Discuss  “Single  on  Pride 
Day."  7  pm.  DOa  Old  Camb.  Baptist  aurch,  1 151 
Mi^  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Boston  4  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  Discussion 
Group:  “Interracial  Relationships:  Our  Fanttsies;  What 
Are  They?  Can  We  Fulfill  Them?"  7:30  p.m.  536 
Worcester  St,  Apt  I.  Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Craig 
321-4381 

Boston  4  T.G.If .  Boston  Professional  Ass’n  meets  at 
Qub  Cafe  Moonshine  (back  bar)  for  casual  cocktails 
and  mbcing.  Last  Friday  each  month.  5:30  to  7:30  p.m. 

$3 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  35-t’  Meet  8  p.m.  EX^R  Old 
Camb.  B^st  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 


1  June  Saturday 

Boston  4  “Jesse  Helms  Memorial  First  Annual  Naked 
Children  in  Advertising  Exhibition  Classic’’  6/1  to  6/30. 
Nosulgia  Factory,  324  Newbury  St  236-8754. 

Cambridge  4  Open  Discussion  on  Coming  Out  for 
Women  of  AH  Ages.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  1 1 
a.m.  to  I  p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  4  "Noche  de  Ronda:  A  Spicy  Comedy."  ’This 
play  in  Spanish  explores  different  perspectives  in  the 
lives  of  Latino  gay  males  during  the  time  of  AIDS.”  8 
p.m.  The  Space,  Art  Gallery,  107  South  St,  Rm.  300. 
Donation  suggested.  262-9361 

2  Sunday  * 

Boston  4  From  All  Walks  of  Life.  The  largest  AIDS 
fundrais^  in  New  England,  supporting  the  programs  of 
AAC  and  28  other  AIDS-service  providers.  8:30  a.m. 
registration  on  the  Common;  9  a.m.  warm-up 
aerobics;  9:30  a.m.  opening  ceremonies;  10  am.:  walk! 
Pledge  sheets  available  all  over  or  call  AAC  Walkline 
266-6906.  Picnic  snack  and  concert  to  follow  on 
Esplanade. 

Boston  4  Special  Service  of  Holy  Eucharist  for  Those 
Participating  in  From  All  Walks  of  Life.  Rev.  Hugh  L 
Weaver  w/  Dr.  William  Brunken.  Cathedral  Church  of 
St  Paul  (Episcopal).  138  TremontSt  8  am.  482-5800. 

Boston  4  Dykes  Dialogue:  “Women  and  Substance 
Abuse."  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St  247- 
2927. 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly  Potiuck. 
Texas  style  cookout  at  Dan’s  House.  6  p.m.  Info:  Barry 
288- 1 847  or  Hotline  825-3737. 

Somerville  4  GLOSS:  G/L  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings.  Monthly  potiuck.  71  Union  Sq,  6  p.m. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  Info:  Usa  628-2531 

Beverly  4  North  Shore  L/G  Parenting  Support  Group. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church.  225  Cabot  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  593-5251 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Network.  First 
Sunday  of  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  247-6683. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Writers’  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass,  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

3  Monday 

Amherst  4  Kaleidoscope  Monthly  Mtg.  Older  L/G/B 
and  friends.  Open  discussion.  6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs 
Comm.  Ctr,  Bokwood  Walk.  Itrfo;  Corrie  (413)  525- 
2188,  Warren  (413)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (413)  773- 
3091 

Newton  4  Lesbian  School  Teachers  Administrators 
Poduck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions;  876-5657. 

Providence  4  BaHroom  and  C/W  Dance  Courses  for 
L/GM  and  Friends;  Start  of  Four-Week  Series.  6:30  to 
7:30  p.m.  Swing  Intensive.  7:30  to  8:30  p.m..  Country 
Western  Partner.  8:30  to  9:30  p.m,  Cha  Cha,  Mambo, 
and  Salsa.  First  Universalist  Cliurck  250  Washington 
St  $37  for  three  sessions.  Add’l  info:  Jason  Thomas 
(617)  859-9455. 

Hanover,  NH  4  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Boston  4  Queer  Nation.  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8113. 

Cambridge  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Intro.  Mtg.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap;  "Sharing  Our 
Skills/Hobbics,"  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  8  to  10 
p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  (and  other)  Cable  TV  4  Between  Takes:  “Who 
Am  ir  Young  people  facing  being  different  and  being 
gay.  Pride  M<^th  g/l  focus.  9:30  p.m.  on  Boston  cable 
A3.  Many  other  cable  access  channels,  week  of  6/2  to 
6/8  (Cambridge  CCTV  6/6  8:30  p.m.) 

4  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Mass.  L/G  Bar  Ass’n  Annual  Meeting; 
“Enforcing  L/G  Civil  Rights  During  A  Budget  Crisis." 
With  Mike  Duffy  and  Jean  Musiker  of  MCAD  and  three 
att’ys.  Brief  business  meeting  precedes.  Refreshments. 
6  p.m.  Mass.  Bar  Ass’n,  20  West  St 

Boston  4  Tefillat  Refuat  Hanefesh,  “Service  for  the 
Healing  of  the  Soul."  Jewish  patients  with  longterm 
medical  conditions.  Temple  Israel,  Longwood  Ave.  and 
Plymouth  St  First  Tuesday  each  month.  566-3960. 

Framingham  4  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bkig.,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  4  “Gay  Men  &  Sex  in  Boston:  What  Are  We 
Doing?"  Results  of  AACs  survey  on  gay  men’s  sexual 
practices.  6:30  to  8:30  p.n\  Bostm  Public  Library  Rabb 


Auditorium,  666  Boylstoa  437-6200  x499. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Ballroom  and  C/W  Dance  Courses  for 
L/GM  and  Friends:  Start  of  Three- Week  Series.  7  to  8 
p.m..  Swing!  Swing!  Swing!  8  to  9  p.m.  Swing  Intensive 
Firehouse  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St  $30  for  three 
sessions.  Add’l  info:  Jason  Thomas  (617)  859-9455. 

Boston  4  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  inseminatioa  First 
second,  and  third  Tuesdays  each  month.  Today: 
wonnen  not  yet  inseminating.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Second  fir. 
conf.  rm.,  FCHC,  7  Havibnd  St  Info:  Jenifer  Firestone 
267-0900. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Sex — Then  And 
Now.”  Wonaen’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7  to  8:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Salem  4  Film:  “1987  March  on  Washington  for  G/L 
Rights.”  Salem  Health  and  Education  Svcs.  G/L 
Counseling  Program  Pride  Celebration.  7  p.m.  162 
Federal  St  Info:  Jack  Cempelling  745-2440. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  “Books,  Musk, 
Etc."  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  First  and 
third  Tuesday  each  montK  Lindemann  Center,  2nd  fl. 
8  to  10  p.m.  Info  742-7897. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Book  Club  Discusses  “Their 
Eyes  Were  Watching  God."  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb. 
Baptbt  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $  1 .  66 1  -3633. 

5  Wednesday 

Concord,  NH  4  Lesbian  Health  Clinic.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  5  to  9  p.m.  Full  gyn  svcs. 
Appt  or  more  info:  Randie  (603)  225-2739. 

Boston  4  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  Pride  Day 
Parade  Planning  Mtg.  7  p.m.  625-6478. 

Boston  4  NAMES  Project/Boston  General  Mtg.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  7  p.m.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Cir/ 
Hall  (Congress  St  entrance). 

Somerville  4  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month.  7  p.m.  Info:  666-9288  or  628-9650. 

Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  g/l/b  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info;  (508)  755-0(M5. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practke.  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

6  Thursday 

Cambridge  4  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
ChurcK  22  Main  St  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-53 1 0. 

Northampton  4  “Backward,  Turn  Backward.”  8  p.m. 
6/6,  7.  8,  13,  14,  15.  Women  only  6/6  and  6/15. 
Northampton  Ctr.  for  the  Arts.  586-7281 

7  Friday 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Video  Series  ’The  Times  of 
Harvey  Milk."  7  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury 
St  $1 247-2927. 

Brookline  4  Am  Tikva  Annual  Gay  Uberation  Seder 
and  Leadership  Recognition  Service.  8  p.m. Workmen’s 
Circle,  1762  Bkacon  St,  Brookline.  926-2536. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  "Gripe  Night"  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Providence  4  Alix  Dobkin.  Folk  singer.  Concert  to 
benefit  PFLAG  of  Rl.  Tickets  $10  advance,  $12  at 
door.  8  p.m.  Synod  Hall  at  Cathedral  of  St  John,  N. 
Main  St  Tickets  273-9757. 

Cambridge  4  L/G/B  Swing  &  Ballroom  Dance.  8:15 
p.m.  to  midnight  Basic  swing  lesson  8:15  to  9  p.m. 
Smoke  /  alcohol  free.  $5.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
MSI  Mass  Ave.  661-1791 

Boston  4  Annual  Pride  Harbor  Cruise.  Sponsored  by 
the  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.  and  the  Pride  Committee.  8:30  to 
1 1:30  p.m.  on  Cape  Anne.  Northern  Ave.  $15 
donation.  262-7760. 

Providence  4  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends 
8:30  to  11:30  p.m.  First  Universalist  Church,  250 
Washington  St  Beginner’s  fox  trot  lesson  at  8  p.m. 
Smoke  free.  $5.  Info;  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mL  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also;  Tues  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC-  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  ShelL  282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  I  lam  to  1130  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6pjn.  338  Newbury  sC  2nd  flr.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 


Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems'  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest  761 
Centre  St  $5  suggest^  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  ail  abilities.  10:15  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St 

Boston  4  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  orjeff  876-76 II 

Boston  4  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30  pm  to  130  am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  4  Chikern  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Morxiay 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWAs  and 
Friends;  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC.  131  Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  HilL  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Bostoa  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7  to  8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  4  "We  the  People” — with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 
Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Boston  4  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  4  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  am.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x350. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons’  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Subsunce  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPL 
Somerville  4  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Pgm.  People  w/ 
and  concerned  w/  AIDS.  Family  style.  Reservations  req. 
6:15.  Cofl.  Ave.  Un.  Methodist  Church,  14  Chapel  St 
$1,666-4130. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 

Boston  4  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  266-1 1 29. 

Fridays 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friendv  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  ^  5  p.m.  426-4469. 


ELLEN  SHUB 


Hindsights 


Reading  Madonna 

The  lessons  of  Truth  or  Dare  offer  a  challenge  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community 


Madonna  with  her  dancers 


Truth  or  Dare 

Directed  byAlek  Keshishior).  With  Madonna.  Luis 
Camacho,  Oliver  Crumes,  Salim  Gauwloos,  Jose 
Guitierez,  Kerin  Stea,  Gabriel  Trupin,  Carlton 
Wiborn,  Donna  Dehry  and  Niki  Harris.  At  the  Cheri, 
Boston;  Loew’s  Harvard  Square,  Cambridge;  and 
theaters  nationally. 

Reviewed  by  Isaac  Jackson 

oments  of  acceptance  of  political  art 
are,  unfortunately,  few  and  far  between 
in  American  popular  culture.  Truth  or 
Dare,  the  new  autodocumentary  by 
Madonna  and  Alek  Keshishian  is,  in  my 
view,  one  of  these  fleeting  moments. 

Truth  or  Dare  presents  politics  as 
entertainment,  both  in  its  wide  ranging  use  of 
various  cultural  codes  and  in  its  insistence  on 
a  politic  of  pleasure  despite  AIDS  and 
because  of  feminism.  As  a  black  gay  man,  I 
found  Truth  or  Dare  to  be  entertaining  and 
politically-challenging  art  of  a  boldness 
rarely  seen  in  the  mass  media’s  usual 
portrayal  of  sexual  politics  in  a  multicultural 
society. 

The  challenge  Truth  or  Dare  brings  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movement  is  this:  How  do 
we  embrace  Madonna’s  cultural  politics,  if  to 
do  so  we  must  abandon  some  of  our  own 
political  orthodoxies?  Since  Truth  or  Dare 
has  received  incredible  publicity  already,  I 
will  assume  that  readers  of  GCN  already 
have  heard  enough  about  the  juicy  parts: 
Madonna  goes  down  on  a  water  bottle! 
Madonna  gives  straight  white  male 
Hollywood  patriarchs  (Kevin  Costner  and 
Warren  Beatty)  shade!  Madonna  openly 
discusses  lesbian  sex  with  Sandra  Bernhard! 
Madonna  appears  without  make-up!  I  will 
skip  these  important,  but  already  well- 
covered  media  images  and  focus  instead  on 
an  aspect  of  Truth  or  Dare  the  mainstream 
press  has  ignored:  the  film’s  relationship  to 
progressive  lesbian  and  gay  cultural  politics. 

Identity  politics,  long  a  staple  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  political  scene,  is  implicitly 
subverted  in  Truth  or  Dare's  use  of  major 
themes  from  mainstream  gay  and  lesbian 
politics.  Those  of  us  still  clinging  to  the  idea 
that  one’s  politics  are  necessarily  identical  to 
one’s  class,  ethnicity,  gender  or  sexual 
orientation  will  question  Madonna’s  “right” 
to  ajjpropriate  lesbian  and  gay  culture,  since 
Truth  or  Dare  is  punctuated  by  debates  and 
images  that  come  directly  out  of  the  concerns 


of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  I’m  sure 
this  will  distuib  those  who  think  of  the  self  as 
a  whole  and  complete  unit  and  need  unitary 
lesbian  and  gay  identities  to  feel  secure.  Cta 
the  contrary.  Truth  or  Dare's  radical 
postmodernism  presents  a  portrait  of 
Madonna  as  a  fragmented,  subjective  “star,” 
whose  personal  politics  open  a  space  for 
broader  coalition  building. 

Madonna’s  subversive  political  art  has 
always  been  a  postmodern  “war  of  position.” 
Simultaneously  embracing  and  subverting 
cultural  codes.  Madonna’s  artistry  gains  mass 
appeal  as  a  product  of  our  times  in  a  way  that 
makes  her  work  appear  to  be  driven  by  the 
same  forces  that  (hive  us  to  consume  it:  an 
infatuation  with  the  surface  and  the  erasure 
of  history  through  an  increasingly  media- 
saturated  world.  Madonna’s  public  persona, 
captured  in  full  detail  in  Truth  or  Dare, 
thrives  on  making  an  art  of  public 
consumption  of  the  media  (her  Marilyn 
Monroe  fetishism  a  case  in  point). 


The  personal  politics  of  Madonna’s  art, 
exemplified  in  the  film,  is  the  public 
examination  of  her  incessant  quest  for 
crossing  boundaries  proscribed  by  religion, 
family,  sexual  identity.  Truth  or  Dare 
structures  this  appropriation  through  the 
metaphor  of  family  and  religion  within  a 
feminist  context.  When  Madonna  “adopts”  a 
multi-ethnic,  multi-racial  family  of  mostly 
gay  male  dancers  as  her  “children,”  she  is 
reflecting  the  flexibility  women  experiment 
with  today  in  creating  new  definitions  of 
family.  This  new  pluralism  is  not  expressed 
in  the  impersonal  structures  of  the  New  Left, 
but  in  subjective  experiences.  Madonna  is 
seen  expressing  her  maternal  drive  as  a 
“natural”  outgrowth  of  her  mother’s  death  at 
an  early  age.  Yet,  the  link  between  the 
boundaries  of  her  childhood  and  her  current 
“tour  family”  subverts  and  challenges  us  to 
rethink  the  “naturalness”  of  mothering. 

To  analyze  the  flexible  nature  of  the 
ideological  positions  of  the  family  in  Truth 


or  Dare,  contrast  this  film  with  another  with 
similar  themes:  Jennie  Livingston’s  chronicle 
of  drag  life  and  vogueing  balls,  Paris  is 
Burning  (currently  playing  at  New  York 
City’s  Film  Forum).  Both  of  these  films 
offered  an  opportxmity  for  me  as  a  black  gay 
man  to  interrogate  mass  media  appropriation 
of  black  gay  culture.  Truth  or  Dare  and  Paris 
is  Burning  construct  a  white  feminist  identity 
through  dialogue  with  black  gay  men. 
Madonna  on  camera  and  Jennie  Livingston 
behind  it.  Both  films  take  up  issues  of  family, 
sexuality,  community,  death,  spirituality, 
multiculturalism  and  self-identity,  but  they 
articulate  it  quite  differently. 

This  contrastive  analysis  is  based  on  the 
assumption  that  my  experiences  as  a  black 
gay  man  influence  choosing  to  compare  these 
films  in  the  first  place.  In  this  attempt  to  offer 
a  black  gay  perspective  on  a  cultural 
phenomenon — the  mass  marketing  of  black 
gay  culture — ^I  realize  that  there  are  multiple 
readings,  even  within  the  world  of  black  gay 
men.  We  all  bring  different  readings  to 
culture;  film  viewers  are  not  passive  puppets 
trapped  by  a  film’s  realism:  an  especially 
important  point  to  remember  when  l(X)king  at 
“documentary”  as  a  genre. 

Not  only  do  films  generate  multiple 
readings,  but  they  contain  contradictory 
messages  as  well.  There  are  dominant 
cultural  and  subcultural  codes  at  work  in 
these  two  films.  For  example,  in  both,  the 
family  is  often  invoked  as  a  sustaining  force 
in  a  world  that  relaitlessly  crushes  individual 
identity  through  media  saturation. 
Subcultures  are  portrayed  ready  and  able  to 
reinterpret  the  dominant  cultural  ctxle  on  the 
importance  of  the  family  in  order  to  sustain 
subversive  practices.  Instead  of  reproducing 
the  white  patriarchal  S(x:ial  order,  the  family 
units  in  these  films  are  headed  by  black  gay 
men  or  white  bisexual  women.  The  “houses” 
of  vogueing  drag  queens  and  their  black  gay 
consorts  in  Paris  is  Burning  are  related 
structurally  and  culturally  to  Madonna’s 
house  of  multi-racial  gay  dancers  (that 
includes  a  black  heterosexual  man). 

Early  in  Truth  or  Dare,  Madonna  tells  us 
that  mothering  came  naturally  to  hCT  because 
her  mother  died  when  Madonna  was  a  child. 
Her  mother’s  death  and  Madonna’s  search  for 
strong  family  ties  is  a  theme  that  runs 
through  the  film  and  is  the  predominant 
organizing  principle  of  the  positioning  of 
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